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SARAH HELM 
COUN BROWN 
and PAUL FIELD 

British ministere were confident 
Jastnigbiof winning a European 
jCpnrt challenge to lift the 
worldwide ban on the export of 
. .British beef, as senior European 
Ctoinmission officials admitted 
foefe was do legal basis for its 
-action. • 

* Authoritative sources within 
'.the commission have told the 
Independent that there was no 
- sound legal ground for the 
.world-wide bam and it would 
' triOsUikefy be reversed in court 
. 'The legal questions were dealt 
srith.hastily when Lhe BSE cri- 
sfe' -first broke and member 
states sought to respond to do- 
mestic pressure. 

. ' In taking the European Com- 
mission to the European Court 
of Justice, British lawyers plan 
to quote assurances that British 
foeef is safe by Jacques Santer, 
the coxnrnissioa president, and 
Franz Fiscfaler, die commis- 
sioner for agriculture, who ad- 
mitted last week that he would 
belwppyto eat British beef be- 
causefoere was no medical 
reason not to. 

In a statement to the Com- 
monsyesi«t^, Douglas Ho®, 
the Agriculture Minister, said 
the ban was “unjust and unjus- 
tified". -He admi tted that sub- 
stantive tegal action could take 
months;, but Britain will be 
seeking an interim order by the 
Enro^an Gbint for the imme- 
diaiehfting ofthe ban, pending 
a further court hearing. 

Mr Hogg also announced a 
package of measures to boost 
market confidence including a 
£550m sdieinei, beginning on 29 
April, to buy and destroy cattle 
aged over 30 months. Farmers 


are to receive up to £500 for 
each dairy cow at the end of its 
productive life, known as cull 
cows. Beef formers whose 
heifers and steers come to mar- 
ket after 30 months, which are 
worth considerably more, are to 
be compensated under an £S0m 
top-up scheme. 

Slaughterhouses are to re- 
rieve an immediate £30m de- 
signed to keep them afloat A 
further £80m is to be used to re- 
move the blockage of un- 
saleable beef, currently valued 
at £132m. The Intervention 
Board will purchase the stocks 
at 65 per cent of the market 
price prior to the BSE crisis be- 
fore taking responsibility for 
tbeir disposal. 

Mr Hogg said latest reports 
showed beef consumption was 
now around 85 per cent of pre- 
crisis levels and the auction mar- 
ket had recovered to 60 per 
cent 

Ministers have been holding 
talks with food chains about re- 
suming British beef sales. The 
Government ruled nut a mass 
sbugh ter of cows, but some beef 
producers said it may not be 
enough to restore public confi- 
dence. 

Sources within the European 
Commission told the Indepen- 
dent last night that the ban on 
exporting British beef to third 
countries was imposed without 
any clear legal base and would 
probably be reversed in court. 
Furthermore, the commission 
imposed the global section of 
the ban without citing any rel- 
evant treaty article to justify it, 
and despite strong indications 
from its own legal experts that 
the global ban could be un- 
sound. 

“We knew there was no legal 
basis for telling member states 


what they do with exports of 
beef to third countries,” a senior 
official said. 

The admissions will fuel 
anger in Britain and raise new 
questions about the way the Eu- 
ropean Union responded to 
the BSE crisis. The commission 
is confident it has clear powers 
to impose the ban on British 
beef within the EU. but not to 
extend it to third countries. 
However, Franz Fischler, the 
agriculture commissioner, is 
certain to continue to insist in 
public that the commission had 
the power to enforce a global 
ban too. Mr Fischler argues that 
the comprehensive nature of foe 
ban was essential to restore con- 
fidence to the markets. 

Using diplomatic and legal 
action. Downing Street said 
Mr Major also had written to , 
European leaders, including 
Helmut Kohl of Germany and 
President Chirac of France, to 
call for the ban to be lifted, and 
this week will lobby them for ac- 
tion at an international confer- 
ence in Moscow. 

■ The Prime Minister said 
the all-clear given by Mr San- 
ter and Mr Fisbcler made the 
ban “inappropriate”. The next 
meeting of agriculture ministers 
is not due until 29 April. British 
ministers may seek an emer- 
gency meeting of the agriculture 
council to lift the ban. 

The package of help for 
fanners was welcomed on all 
sides of the Commons. 

Mr Hogg said that the Gov- 
ernment would not accept foe 
demands of some EU ministers 
for Britain to carry out a mas- 
sive culling programme. The 
numbers selectively culled 
would be in low tens of thou-' 
sands, he said. 
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A personal decision: A smiling Duchess of Varik pictured during her sluing holiday in 
Verbier, Switzerland, last Sunday Photograph: Arnold Slater 


Girl, 2, beheaded by Israeli missile 



An lsrarif FJ.6 pitot returning from a raid oh Htebollah 
targets in Lebanon yesterday Photograph: Nati Haruk / AP 
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ROBERT FISK 

Sidon 

In its attack on what it claims 
to be Lebanese Hizbollah tar- 
gets, Israel yesterday bombed a 
Palestinian refugee camp at 
Ein el Hehveh and lolled two 
more civilians - a woman who 
died in an air raid near Baalbek 
and a two year old girl decapi- 
tated by an Israeli missile fired 
from a helicopter over Beirut. 

Tbeir deaths bring to 25 foe 
numberof civilians cut down in 
the Israeli offensive, of whom 
at least 14 are women and chil- 
dren, the youngest a month old. 

In southern Lebanon foe 
Hizbollah fired another 20 
Katyusha rockets back at Israel, 
wounding several civilians. Is- 
rael did not give precise figures. 

The sixth day of Israel’s op- 
eration, which it says is intend- 
ed to force the Lebanese 


government to disarm the 
Huboflah. opened before dawn 
when two helicopters Dew over 
foe Ein el Hehveh camp and 
fired two missiles at foe house 
of Mounir Maqda, a Palestin- 
ian official whooroke with the 
PLO leader because he dis- 
agreed with the Oslo accord be- 
tween the PLO and Israel. 

Mr Maqda was not hurt, but 
his three-year-old son Mazen 
was reported to be badly injured 
and a married couple were 
gravely wounded when one of 
foe missiles hit their neigh- 
bouring house. 

O sam a and Sarnia Osman 
were taken to foe Hammoud 
Hospital In Sidon where they 
were yesterday in critical con- 
dition with shrapnel wounds to 
foe head and upper body. Dr 
Ghassan Hammoud, the direc- 
tor and owner of foe hospital, 
gave the Independent a set of 


hospital records which show 
that in the past six days, his doc- 
tors have -tended 88 wounded 
civilians. The figure suggests 
that the official tally of 166 
wounded in aD Lebanon may be 
a serious underestimate. One of 
Mr Maqda’s bodyguards was 
also reported to have been 
wounded in foe missile attack 
- foe only militia man report- 


also wounded by shell fee in the 
village of Tibnin. But still not a 
single Hizbollah guerrilla ap- 
pears to have been killed. 

TVvo other civilians were 
wounded when an unnamed 
woman died in the Israeli air 
raid at Baalbek which the Is- 
raelis said was aimed at a 
Hizbollah office. They used the 
same description of the heli- 
copter missile attack on Beirut's 
southern suburbs which killed 


Ceasefire plot 

The IRA were stockpiling 
bombs and making lists of po- 
tential targets throughout foe 
ceasefire. JPlage? 

Madonna with child 

PDp ^ Madonna is pregnant 
with her first baby and is“deliri- ; 
ousfy happy". Plage 1® 


Today’s weather 

Mainly 'bright with scattered 
showers, Section Tiro, page 29 
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CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

America’s future astronauts 
might travel a long way from 
home, but at least foeyTI still be 
able to get the essentials of 
earthly eating - pizza, cookies 
and fresh bread. The key: a 15- 
year project at Utah State Uni- 
versity which has succee ded in 
developing a fest-growmgdwarf 
wheat that NASA, the US sp»* 
agency, will grow in futnre- 
space missions. 

Called Apogee, foe special- 
ly-bred wheat has been devel- 
oped- spedfically to-forive-.-in: 
space. Its yield of 600 bushels 


per acre is treble thatof the best 
of natural strains; and its heads 
of main emerge after three 
weeks, a week before earth- 
bound rivals. It also produces 
fewer branches than rivals^ so 
using less, energy on growing 
and more on producing grain. 
And it is only 18 indies high 
when mature-an advantage in 
foe cramped environment of a 


■' and other planets -and perhaps 
one day to the.stars - will call 
. fprspacecraft which function as 
.self-contained ecosystems, 
where astronauts* food is pro-, 
duced onboard, It is more effi- 


cient,. and much less expensive, 
to use the plentiful solar ener- 
gy to grow food during foe 
journey, rather than hauling it 
all the way from Earth. 

Apogee wheat will be grown 
oh foe International Space Sta- 
tk»u 1 duetobebmlTby2001and 
Bruce Bugbee, professor of 
plant physiology at Utah State 
University, is already working 
on other crops. Tomatoes, rice 
and soybeans are high up the in- 
ternational fist of ingredients in 
space travellers’ onboard farms. 
And making a pizza would not 
require a space cow: “You can 
make vegetarian cheese," Pro- 
fessor Bugbee points out 
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“Rice and potatoes take very 
little preparation to eat, it's 
true," 1 the professor said yes- 
terday. “But the bad news is they 
only make one product Where- 
as without too much extra pro- 
cessing, wheat gives you the 
basis of noodles, pizza bases, 
cookies - it’s the basis of foe 
food we eat.” 

An area of Apogee wheat 
about 30-yards-square would 
meet one person’s needs in- 
definitely, given foe right light 
conditions, said Professor Bug- 
bee, and harvesting and pro- 
cessing could be automated. An 
experiment is due to start with- 
in the. next two years to see 


the two year old girl in mid- 
afternoon. 

Yesterday morning, Israel's 
proxy militia radio station in 
southern Lebanon began 
threatening civilians in lyre, 
warning them to leave their 
homes if ‘terrorists’ lived near 
them and created a miniature 
version of foe mass panic that - 
gripped lyre at the weekend. By 
nightfall Si don’s streets were al- 
most empty. 

A US proposal aimed at end- 
ing the fighting seemed to be 
over almost before it began 
when Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik al-Hariri said it was dif- 
ficult for Beirut to accept some 
of its terms. US Ambassador 
Richard Jones had called for the 
revival of a 1993 understanding 
barring attacks against civilian 
targets on both sides of the 
Lebanese- Israeli border as a 
first step. 


stars 


whether a space farm using foe 
latest newly-bred crops is viable, 
in which astronauts will live in 
a sealed pod in NASAs John- 
son Space Centre in their own 
space farm. “We could be ready 
in the near future to have peo- 
ple permanently living in 
space,” said Professor Bugbee. 

Those unable to get that far 
can still get a taste of Apogee. 
The University is making free 
samples available to laborato- 
ries and schools worldwide. 
Those interested can apply via 
post to the USU Crop Physiol- 
ogy Laboratory, Utah State 
University-. Logan- Utah, or by 
email to bugbee(Jz'cc.usu.edu. 
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PETER VICTOR 

The Duke and Duchess of York 
are to divorce after more than 
two years’ separation it was 
announced last night by lawyers 
for both sides. Legal proceed- 
ings arc already underway and 
the marriage is expected to be 
dissolved by the end of May. 

The first hearing trill be held 
today in the family division of 
the High Court in London and 
foe divorce will be finalised be- 
fore the end of May. 

The Queen, who has been in- 
formed of the couple’s decision, 
was said to be “saddened”. But 
royal-watchers said she was re- 
lieved by foe announcement 
which comes just before her 
70ih birthday on Sunday. 

The solicitors for the Prince 
and the Duchess declined to dis- 
cuss foe terms of the divorce, 
though they said foe Duchess 
would relinquish foe title “ Her 
Royal Highness” and will look 
after their children. Bucking- 
ham Palace stressed that the 
Duke and Duchess, married in 
1986 and separated in 1992, re- 
main “dose friends” and were 
under no pressure from the 
Royal Ramify to divorce. 

A Palace spokesman denied 
foe Queen had written to foe 
Duke and Duchess in foe same 
manner as she wrote to the 
Prince and Princess of WUes, 
calling for an end to foe mar- 
riage. 

Financial arrangements be- 
tween foe Duke and Duchess 
were “entirely a personal mat- 
ter” and were not being dis- 
cussed with foe media. 

Solicitors for the Prince and 
the Duchess also declined to dis- 
cuss the terms of the divorce. 
They issued a joint statement 
swing; “The Duke and Duchess 
of York today announced _ that 
they have agreed, after more 
than two years' separation, that 
their marriage should formally 
be ended. Accordingly the nec- 
essary legal proceedings are 
under way and it is anticipated 


foal foe Decree Absolute will be 
made at the end of May. 

“The decision by the Duke 
and Duchess is a personal one, 
and theirs alone. Her Royal 
Highness The Duchess of York 
has chosen not to use the style 
‘Her Royal Highness’ and will 
continue to be the Duchess of 
York ... The children will con- 
tinue to live with foe Duchess—” 

The royal divorce is listed for 
bearing today in foe Principal 
Registry of the High Court 
Family Division at Somerset 
House. Loodon. 

The case, feted as “HRH The 
Duke of York v HRH The 
Duchess of York", is the last in 
a list of 29 “quickie" special pro- 



cedure divorces to be disposed 
of under foe fast track system 
before Senior District Judge 
Gerald Angel. Barring any ob- 
jections, decrees nisi will be 
granted in all 29 petitions “en 
bloc" after the names of each 
couple have been read ouL 

It is understood that the 
Duchess wil] continue to live at 
her rented home, Kingsbourne. 
at Wentworth. 

The 36-year-old Duchess is in 
foe middle of a skiing holiday 
in Switzerland with her children. 
A spokeswoman for her said; 
“There is no further comment.” 

Fame and bad taste, page 3 
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Her fourth 
birthday may 
well be her last, 
but she isn’t ill 



In courtnes like the Gambia, one in tour children die 
before their fifth birthday The diseases they suffer Iran drffer 
But the cause a almost always the same 
Poverty. 

ACT10NAID is waking to soma of the poorest areas 
erf lhe world to end ihis cycle ol despair Helping local 
communities to provide dean water, education, health, 
nutrition, food production and a means to generate their 
own income. 

Sponsor a efrid Ike Nyana and youli he helping het 
her family and her whole commuiity A photograph and 
regular reports Keep you to touch Vw win receive erwssages 
from the child and can wnla if you wish 

By becoming a sponsor youli make aB the difference 
to the We d a child like Nyana. 

Please sponsor a child today. 
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Dictionary of Caribbean English has a word for everything 


JOJO MOVES 

Feeling humgrumshious? Per- 
haps you’ve just been told 
you’re looking obsocky. Or 
worse, that you’re a pesterous 
nowherian. 

Those who hail from the 
West Indies will have already 
identified a rough and crude 
person wearing ill-matching 


clothes, denounced as an irri- 
tating tramp. 

Those who don’t, but like to 
have a plaster for every sore (an 
answer for everything) might 
like to consult the first ever die- 
tionaxy of West Indian words 
and phrases - the latest dictio- 
nary to be published by the 
Oxford University Press. 


Hie Dictionary of Caribbean 
English Usage c l ai m s to be 
the first attempt in 400 years to 
■translate some of the more 
flamboyant West Indian ex- 
pressions. Among the 20,000 
words explained are puss boots 
(soft-soled shoes), nimbles 
(fleas) and the Caribbean 
equivalent of shanks s pony - to 


take taxi 11 (from the legs 11 
bingo call). , 

People may be described as 
foodist (greedy), nmg-a-tang 
(belligerent) or spree boy 
(someone who wants to have 
fun). 


crafty), kkksy (My) or simply 
bazodi (stunned). 

A prostitute is euphemisti- 
cal^ described as a sport girL 
while a gay man js variously 
described as an 3untie man, 

- annhlffliin — £X- 


sute of bliss). The dictionary, 
priced at £50. 

pxled bv Gny^nan-bom Rjoto 

AUsopI 73, who recently retired 
as reader in English Language 
and linguistics at ihe-Umverei- 
tv of the West Indies. ■ __ 

A spokesman for the Uxiora 
' Press said: “This is 
the linguis tic 


IRA bomber 
‘had hit-list’ 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

The IRA was stockpiling bombs 
and makin g lists of potential tar- 
gets on the British mainland 
throughout the last ceasefire, it 
was disclosed yesterday. 

Details of the preparations 
for a terror campaign, which 
took place while President Bill 
Clinton was on a peace mission 
to the United Kingdom and 
Dublin, were revealed at the in- 
quest on Edward O'Brien, the 
terrorist who blew himself up on 
a bus in central London. 

It is believed the information 
about O'Brien's terrorist activ- 
ities was found in documents re- 
covered from his flat in south 
east London. 

O’Brien. 21, died on 18 Feb- 
ruary when the 51b Semtex 
bomb he was carrying went off 
accidentally at the Aldvych. 

At yesterday's inquest at 
Westminster Coroner's Court, 
in which a verdict of accidental 
deaths was recorded. Detective 
Superintendent William Emer- 
son of Scotland Yard’s Anti Ter- 
rorist Branch said O'Brien was 
working for the IRA on the 
British mainland as early as Au- 
gust 1994. 

Police raided O’Brien's fiat 
immediately after the blast and 
found 331b of Semtex, 20 timers, 
four detonators, an incendiary 
device and ammunition for a 
9mm handgun which he was car- 


rying when he died. They are 
also recovered documents out- 
lining potential future targets. 

Mr Emertou said: “It was a 
complete find of bomb-making 
equipment which could have 
sustained a significant bombing 
attack on the citizens of Lon- 
don." 

“I can prove that from August 
1994 O’Brien was in London 
operating on behalf of the IRA 
and indulging in criminal ac- 
tivity. I can prove that in Octo- 
ber and November 1995 he 
was collecting targeting infor- 
mation and assembling his 
bomb-making equipment in his 
flat, dearly intent on carrying 
out the intentions of the Provi- 
sional IRA.'* 

The police are also almost 
certain that O'Brien was also re- 
sponsible for a planting a Sem- 
tex bomb on 15 February in a 
telephone box in central Lon- 
don, which was later deactivat- 
ed by the police. An identical 
sports bag and similar bomb 
makin g equipment was found at 
O’Brien’s flat. The inquest 
heard details of the blast that 
ripped apart the No 171 bus. 

Pathologist Dr Iain West said 
O’Brien, from Gorey, County 
Wexford, was killed “virtually in- 
stantaneously" by massive in- 
juries caused by the explosion 
- his legs were blown off. he was 
peppered with shrapnel, and the 
force of the detonation ripped 
his lungs to tatters. Forensic and 


pathological evidence suggest- 
ed that the bomb was being car- 
ried in a bag at knee height as 
O'Brien stood at the bottom of 
the stairs of the double-decker 
bus. 

Allen Feraday, a forensic sci- 
entist, said he could not say ex- 
actly why the bomb went off 
early, but said the most likely 
reasons included poor training, 
bad construction, and electrical 
or mechanical faults. 

The inquest was also told of 
acts of bravery and lucky es- 
capes. Pc Miles Manning, who 
was off-duty when the bomb 
went oft helped the two pas- 
sengers and driver injured in the 
blast, He recalled: “I saw the bus 
and it looked like there was a 
huge bite mark where the door 
should have been. Lying in this 
bite mark was a while male who 
was still alive and murmuring. 
“Then I looked up and saw the 
deceased. It was obvious he was 
dead. His legs bad been blown 
off." 

Paris \falentine, a solicitor, 
who was on the bus and escaped 
with a few cuts and a perforat- 
ed eardrum, told the inquest 
“There was a piercing sound go- 
ing through my mind. Every- 
thing became still and suddenly 
I was surrounded by complete 
darkness with sparks of light “I 
was losing consciousness, but I 
forced myself to stand up and 
get out of the bus." 


Mayhew pressure on IRA 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, Northern 
Ireland Secretary, yesterday 
used publication of a bill for the 
province's forthcoming elec- 
tions to press for an early 
restoration of the ERA ceasefire 
to ensure all-party talks go 
ahead on June 10. 

The Government is rushing 
through the bill, which will pro- 
vide for elections on 30 May, in 
the hope of ensuring Royal As- 
sent by Monday week. The sec- 
ond reading in the Commons 
will be tomorrow. Sir Patrick 
yesterday emphasised that the 
elections, which provide for a 
1 10-member forum from which 


negotiators will be chosen by 
party leaders, was a “gateway to 
negotiations that can lead to- 
wards a long-term political set- 
tlement in Northern Ireland". 

The Government has made 
it clear Sinn Fein's participation 
in the all-party talks depends on 
“unequivocal" restoration of 
the truce. Sir Patrick yesterday 
dismissed suggestions that he 
had accepted that a de facto 
ceasefire already existed and 
made it clear that the Govern- 
ment was expecting a declara- 
tion that it had been restored. 

Pressed on whether parties 
would would be satisfied if the 
ceasefire was announced only 
on the eve on all-party talks. Sir 


Patrick said: “It would be in- 
creasingly hard to persuade 
participants that it was un- 
equivocal and genuine, the 
nearer to the off it was de- 
livered.” His remarks were re- 
inforced by the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Michael Heseltine, 
who said on a visit to Northern 
Ireland that the ceasefire 
should be reinstated as soon as 
possible. “It is a tragedy it was 
interrupted; I hope it was only 
an interruption." 

People m the province had 
“suffered appallingly” and had 
felt a deep sense of relief when 
the ceasefire was called. Every- 
one hoped the violence was be- 
hind them. 



environment and Bfe-styie of the 
English -speaking Caribbean 
peoples.” ... 

Speafctngfrom his Barbados 
heme, Mr AB»p said:. “The 
book is an attempt to collect 400 
years of ecology, history arid cul- 
ture of the Caribbean. It & not 
meant to i 

of ^fanrhw f English.* 




Heseltine in Belfast He appealed for reinstatement of peace talks 


group 

guilty 

A group of anti-racst demon- 
strators were found guilty yes- 
terday of common assault and 
threatening behaviour by 
throwing paint and flour over 
Brian Mawhinney, the Conser- 
vative Party chairman. 

- Nicholas Evans, the stipen- 
diary magistrate at Bow Street 
magistrates' court in London, 
told the three students and a 
college lecturer that “no ratio- 
nal person” could accept their 
argument that their actions 
were designed to prevent the 
Cabinet minister from breaking 
the law by incxtmg racial hatred. 

He said the demonstration, 
mounted fay the Movement for 
Justice after the Slate Opening 
of Parliament last November in 
protest at the Government’s 
Asylum and Immigration Bill, 
had dearly been planned and 
had left both Dr Mawhinney 
and his wife distressed. 

A barrage of plastic bags 
and floor was hurled at Dr 
Mawhinney and his wife as 
they left the Houses of Parlia- 
ment and walked across near- 
by College Green on their way 
to an interview at a temporary 
BBC television studio. 

Their actions were captured 
on televirion film, which was 
shown to the court 

Allowing the defendants bail 
until 14 May when he will pass 
sentence, Mr Evans warned 
them that they each laced the 
risk of being jailed. 

Karen Doyle. 19, of Camden; 
Naveed Malik, 18, of Clapton: 
Amanda Egbe, 20, of Stoke 
Newington and Anthony Gard, 
54, a teacher from Brockley, all 
in London, were convicted of 
one charge of common assault 
against Dr Mawhinney, a sim- 
ilar offence against his wife 
Betty, and a general allegation 
of uring threatening behaviour. 

A fourth student Nicholas de 
Marco, 29, of Clapton, east 
London, was cleared of all 
three charges. The former phi- 
losophy and history student was 
president of the students’ union 
at Kingsway College, Camden, 
north London, until he was ex- 
pelled earlier this year. 

Dr Mawhinney had to run a 
gauntlet of placard-waving 
demonstrators, chanting “racist 
racist” as he arrived and left the 
heavily policed court building. 
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One-seat majority on the line 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The Government’s one-seat 
Commons majority will be put 
to the test tonight in a vote on 
a Labour motion calling for the 
withdrawal of plans to privatise 
Rail track. 

As Clifford Forsythe, the Ul- 
ster Unionists’ transport 
spokesman, signalled that his 
party's nine MPs were hostile to 
privatisation, the Northern Ire- 
land Office moved to reassure 
them that there was “no truth" 
in reports that railways in the 
province would be sold. 

With all the other minor par- 
ties also opposed to the con- 
troversial privatisation, tonight's 
vote could turn on the loyalty 
of just one Conservative MP. 

Mr Forsythe. MP for South 
Antrim, warned that the rail- 
ways must remain an integrat- 
ed public service. He said: 
“Rather Lhan having a dis- 
jointed system, the roads and 
railways m the whole of the UK 
all should fall into one plan. Es- 
sential rail links should be re- 
tained as a public service rather 
than simply on whether they are 
financially viable." 

The people of Northern Ire- 


land had as interest in Rail track, 
because of the importance of the 
West Coast line from London to 
ferry points on the Irish Sea. 

But the Northern Ireland 
Office statement faxed yester- 
day to Unionist MPs appeared 
to satisfy their concerns about 
the future of Northern Ireland 
Railways. 

The statement repeated the 
Government's commitment to 
“a programme of maximising 
private sector expertise" 
through market testing and 
contracting out, but said there 
was “no current timetable for 
privatising public transport in 


Northern Ireland". Fresh leg- 
islation would be required for 
privatisation in the province. 

With the voting intentions of 
the Ulster Unionists still undear 
last night potential Ibiy rebels 
denied that they would break 
ranks. A Tory party spokesman 
said he was confident of a gov- 
ernment majority of about 20. 

Sir Keith Speed, the MP for 
Ashford, said he was in close 
touch with the half-dozen Tories 
who lobbied Sir George Young, 
Secretary of State for Transport, 
just before Christmas. He said 
yesterday: “I would be very 
surprised if any of them would 


abstain, let alone go into the 
Opposition lobby on Wednes- 
day.” 

Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, upped the stakes in the 
Commons yesterday, when he 
raised the sale issue at Prime 
Minister's Question Time. 

He asked if one reason for 
the Tory defeat in last week's 
Staffordshire South East by- 
election was not that “people 
don’t want to see their railway 
system broken into a 100 dif- 
ferent companies, sold on the 
cheap, laced with sweeteners 
out of the taxpayers' money?" 
He said “hundreds of mini ons 


of pounds” were being spent on 
selling-off the railways “when 
the vast majority of people 
would like to see that money 
spent on improving it as a pub- 
lic service”. 

Mr Major said previous 
Labour governments bad dosed 
more than 600 stations while the 
Tories had opened more than 
220 . 

Under Labour, fares had 
risen by more than 20 per cent 
while the Government had 
pegged fare rises to inflation and 
fares would drop later. 

. Opposition to the sell-off 
among the public is underlined 
by an fCM poll for today’s 


Ulster rail part of integrated system 


Northern Ireland Railways only 
has 206 route miles, much of it 
single track, which is why little 
attention has been paid to its 
fate, until today’s rail debate, 
writes Christian Wobnar. 

In a series of ParUamentary an- 
swers earlier this year, Junior 
Northern Ireland minister Mal- 
colm Moss admitted that the 
Government was looking at 
privatising the non-cone activ- 
ities Although Stagecoach, the 


acquisitive bus company; has 
had two meetings with minis- 
ters over plans to take over the 
sendee, the Government denied 
there were any firm plans for 
a takeover; 

Northern Ireland benefits from 
an integrated transport policy 
that would not be altomd by 
Tory dogma in Great Britain. A 
single company, Northern Ire- 
land Transport Holdings, owns 
both the railways and the two 


main bos companies, Ulsterbus 
and CJtybtis and therefore rans 
the Services in co-operation 
with each other. 

The lines receive a subsidy of 
£7Jm, but this amount is de- 
clining each year, which is why 
privatisation is seen as a long- 
term optioijLThe sale would be 
fiercely opposed by Ulster 
Unionists through fear that 
the lines would eventually be 
taken over by Irish Railways. 


safe” when the railways are 
fully privatised, 47 per cent 
think they will be “worse” and 
79 per cent think they will be 
“more expensive". 

Meanwhile, the Save Our 
Railways campaign went to the 
High Court in London yester- 
day to seeking leave for a judi- 
cial review of the frandnsiDg 
process over the refusal by the 
franchising director, Roger 

Salmon, to allow British Rail to 

bid for the London, Tilbury and 
Southend franchise. 


Prescott, the Beck’s beer socialist 


COLIN BROWN 

John Prescott Labour's deputy 
leader, last night lodged an of- 
ficial complaint against pho- 
tographs of himself being 
doctored to make him look 
like a “champagne socialist". 

The true picture of Mr 
Prescott and his wife Pauline at 
a party showed that there were 
bottles of Becks beer cm their 


table, not champagne bottles. 

But in the photograph that 
appeared in the London 
Evening Standard, one bottle of 
beer by Mr Prescott’s hand had 
been airbrushed out of the pic- 
ture. Another had been cropped 
so that it appeared to be the 
neck of a champagne bottle. 

“However harmless this may 
seem, 1 believe it is disgraceful 
and unacceptable that a news- 


paper should doctor pictures in 
this way." Mr Prescott said. 

Airbrushing was often used bv 
newspapers in the former Sovf- 
ei Union to remove Soviet lead- 
ers who were no longer in favour 
in the Politburo. But it is prob- 
ably the first time a beer bottle 
has been removed this way. 

It came after the press seized 
on Mr Prescott's comments last 
week that he was "middle class” 


because he earned £34,000 as an 
MP. Under the headline “Aye 
lad. I’m right middle class, me”, 
the Standard said Mr Prescott 
had handed Tony Blair’s New 
Labour the ultimate endorse- 
ment by admitting he was 
middle dass. 

Beneath the photograph, 
showing Mr Prescott in a (tin- 
ner jacket, was a caption saying 
“champagne socialist”. 


He took the unusual step of 
issuing a statement to demand 
a full apology for the slip up over 
■ the beer as part of Labour’s “re- 
buttal" policy in the run-up to 
the general election. He said: 
“The standards of the Toiy 
press in the run-up to the elec- 
tion are bound to be an issue if 
this kind of thing goes on and 
we intend to draw attention to 
such malpractice at every turn.” 




Ex-husband held 
in murder probe 

Detectives investigating- the 
. riverbeds murder of divorcee 
Karen Skipper as she walked 
her two dogs are questioning 
her ex-hu^and. Skipper, 
38, was arrested early yesterday 
and taken to Eairwaier police 
station in Cardiff. 

■pip partiaDy-dothedbodyof 

Mrs Stopper, 34, was found in 
the River Ely on 10 March. Her 
hands had been tied behind her 
back with a dog-lead. Tests 
showed she bad been dragged 
through brambles and into the 
water where she was held un- 
der until she drowned. 

Lion blaze drama 

Wardens armed with high 
velocity rifles protected fire- 
fighters when a car caught fire 
in the Hon enclosure at- Lord 
Bath's Longleat Safari Park in 
Wiltshire. Visitors Craig Gor- 
don and Michelle Sanders, of 
Southampton, were palled from 
their vehicle as the wardens kepi 



situation involving another ter- 
rified family in the big cats’ 
enclosure fast year. $ 

Legal ban on leaks 

The Department of Trade and 
Industry won a High Court 
injunction to block further pub- 
lication in The Economist of 
details from a leaked report 
which recommended that 
National Power’s £ZSbn hid for 
Southern Electric and Power- 
gen’s £l-95bn bid for Midland 
Electric be allowed. Judge 
Longmore said that information 
already in the public domain 
could be repeated but no new 
information was to be disclosed. 

Double tragedy 

A mother lost her baby to sus- 
pected meningitis hours after 
her son died from hit-and-run 
injuries. Angela Bretherton. 
26, was at her four-year-old son 
Jamie's bedside in Liverpool's 
Aider Hey Children's Hospital 
when eight-week-old Anthony 
was taken ill.- Paramedics 
rushed to the family home in 
Tbxteth but attempts to revive 
him failed. Jamie was hit tty a 
BMW on a pedestrian crossing 
and died from his injuries. Mrs 
Bretherton, who has two other 
children, is under sedation. 

Such sweet sorrow 

Receivers have been called in at 
Meltis pic, best known as the 
makers of New Berry Fruits. Ac- 
countancy firm KPMG warned 
they could not be optimistic 
about saving the company, 
which employs 310 staff at a fac- 
tory in Bedford making New 
Berry Fruits, crystallised fruit 
and Thrkish delight Stephen 
James, one of the two receivers, 
sai± “Meltis is dearly a famous 
and evocative name- I gave my 
mother boxes of New Beny 
Fruits on special occasions.” 

Royal pay rises 

Unions representing 600 mem- 
bers of the Queen’s staff are to 
press for basic pay increases of 
2.9 per cent. A handful of 
senior staff wiB also receive per- 
formance-related rises which 
would take their total increase 
to almost seven per cent But 
most workers, including gar- 
deners, porters, clerical staff and 
chambermaids, would receive 
considerably less, according to 
union officials. TMks will be held 
later this month before~a deal 
backdated to 1 April. 

Plane nightmare 

pi£uo land his plane in a field 
and then jumped out - straight 
into the spinning propeller 
blades. The 43-year-old man is 
critical after emergency surgery 
at the North Hampshire Hos- j2. 
pital following the incident in a 
field near Hannington. His aim 
was almost torn from its sock- 
et and he suffered serious spine, 
head and neck injuries after 
leaping from the three-sea ter 
single engine Cheetah. „ 

Radio cliffhan ger 

Fans or The Archers radio soap 
■were left on the edge -of their 
seats after a technical fault in- 
terrupted transmission of a cru- 
cial episode, listeners w in ha ve 
to wait until Sunday to bear the 
outcome. The episode centred 
on a family argument .oyer 
funeral arrangements for the 
character Guy Pemberton. : ' 


: • 

Tktfi INDEPENDENT abroad 

Austna ... 

■ SctM mantis .. 


Begun .. 

• -6fVS0 (taJy . , . 

.14,600 

CanwtBS .. 

■PtsMO Madefca . 

. Esc325 

Qpw .... 

-C£L20 fcwjB.:. 

43 cans 

Dmmark... 

--IMS Noway.. 

--MH20 

HWifep .. 

• ■ -45p fortupl. 

.Esc32S 

Franca .... 

...R14 Soaii... 

-RS300; 

Owmsnjr .. 

-0MLS Swam. 

- - Sto20 

Sreeca . . ... 

■ *450 SwUarimi 

.864.00 

Uwnbourf 

..■lEBO USA.'.... 

... S3.00 


oraBEMSOBSCuniow- 

de EM, Arnica. Mica ni hH OStOft'arft 

3 V* East and AartodfimTIX ' la on* 
send cheque mat* to joinra MKrattoatMa-. 
<t» SwrasUd to 43 MBHftwcIMai EM 01R 
CTBiecnon«C)17L538B2^l>* cart ^0^4, 
MIX ISSUES 

n»*.— hrfrn ni ftr ' iirnn- n na o mti r inu • 
KStteHwnapm. Hectare OWSdOGais 


r) 


\ -'’i 


in 


f 



li'. ■ ■ — ■ 









mt 

^est 

•up 

ltv 


■ ■ .•••>* 

- 

.. . j? i- ? 


-• •' ■■■•::■*& 
<3^; 

i 

*"-n hi-u. *f 


*li : ; 

••'.■ --.■"C I 

■ v.&v 

.- • 

■ ; : 




• - . ;b 

• - •• 


^5:r 


» 




rises , 


le 


,. r , -.:rtmare ;;• 








She had exorbitant bad taste, a voracious appetite for 
publicity, and swallowed up large amounts of money’ 


REBECCA FOWLER 

She launched herself, as the 
Duchess of la tighter who would 
cast a modem ray of sunshine 
on the royal family. A decade 
on no one better epitomises 
their decline than Fergie and 
her legacy of lewd behaviour, 
miserable debts and public dis- 
graces. 

So what went wrong for the 
once great hope of the Wind- 
sors? There are so many mo- 
ments that mi^ht be held up as 
the turning point from the ‘toe- 
sucking' to the plight of her car- 
toon character Budgie the 
Helicopter, to the recent reve- 
lation that she owes £3m, that 
it is almost impossible to recall 
the Duchess' heyday. 

According to her critics the 
signs were there from the very 
start, when she married Prince 
Andrew at Westminster Abbey 
in 1986. As she turned round, 
not to face the cheering crowds 
with a regal smile, but to tie a 
teddy hear to the back of their 
hoise-driven honeymoon car- 
riage bearing the couple off into 
their short-lived sunset, they 
knew. 

Richard Barber, editor of 
OK magazine which is the rival 
of Fcrgic's great friend Hello!, 
said: “From that moment wc 
knew we were in trouble and it 
was aU going to go wrong. It was 
a question of there’s a good 
sport and then there's Fergie.” 

For those who were anxious 
to see the royal family pulled 
into modern life, Sarah Fergu- 
son, a thoroughly modem roy- 
al who had worked for a living 
in publishing, had a series of 
previous boyfriends and open- 
ly struggled with her weight, 
seemed the ideal antidote. The 
public was willing to at least give 
her grinning and hearty style a 
chance. 

For many she symbolised the 
two conflicting world's of the 
royals, at once anxious to retain 
their dignity, but also eager to 
be seen to be relevant mid up 
to date. 

It was when Fergie came un- 
der the fiercest fire from the old- 
style establishment that sbe 
was often at her best, not least 
when the usually supremely 
gentle Lord Charteris said of 
her: “She is simply a vulgarian. 
She is vulgar, vulgar, vulgar, and 
that is that” Instead of retali- 
ating the Duchess responded 
with dignity by responding she 
had always thought he was a 
very nice man. 

However, it was a rare mo- 
ment of wisdom in an otherwise 
chequered career as a leading 
player in the royal drama, con- 
stantly dogged by irritating fol- 
lies. from entering into a food 
fight with bread rolls during a 
flight with her father, Major 
Ron Ferguson. 

The most disturbing concern 
for the royals must have been 
the gradual realisation that Fer- 
gie was only playing at being a 
royal, in the same way that she 


played at being a chalet girl, a 
publisher, an author. The only 
thing she appeared to remain 
constant to was her love of go- 
ing on holiday and. to her cred- 
it. her two daughters Eugenie 
and Beatrice. 

When Fergie became the 
first royal to open her doors in 
Hello!, in an unprecedented 
step that showed her and her 
family in casual mode, it was 
clear she was lapping up the 
limelight. They posed in their 
modern palace, the newly-built 
Sunningdale that resembled an 
our-of-town Tcscos. and invited 
the public in to see how normal 
they were. 

Fergie was not normal. The 
truth was there for all to sec. She 
had exorbitantly expensive bad 
taste, a voracious appetite for 
publicity, and swallowed up 
large amounts of money, but un- 
like the rest of the Windsors she 
did not men have a birth-right. 

If there was a turning point 
in her own image, it was the 
long-leas shot of Fergie in the 
South of France, having her toe 
sucked by her ‘financial advis- 
er', John Bryan, following her 
separation from Prince An- 
drew in 1992. Her remaining 
credibility nose-dived. 

Although it was dear from 
the early high jinx of the 
Duchess of York that she was 
a potential time bomb for the 
royals, few could have antici- 
pated the absurd depths to 
which the toe sucking’ incident 
would bring them down. With 
so many other catastrophes in 
the wings with the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, it was noth- 
ing short of a disaster. 

The Duchess remained tena- 
cious in her determination to re- 
tain a place in royal life. She 
continued to campaign for her 
children’s charity, albeit with the 
coffers empty, and she contin- 
ued to appear in Hello! con- 
stantly reinventing herself with 
new hairstyles. . 

Even in Feigje’s darkest hour - 
her most loyal followers be- 
lieved she might be ressurect- 
ed as a main player in the royal 
saga. However, her behaviour 
has continued to heap yet 
more embarrassment on the 
family she married into. 

The Duchess had a series of 
arguments with her staff, and 
two aides left her, prompting 
speculation that while her sta- 
tus has sunk her behaviour has 
become more de mailing and er- 
ratic. Her pursuit of Thomas 
Muster, the tennis star, around 
the world, has also caused 
blushes on her behalf. 

’ Perhaps the saddest image of 
the Duchess of York was her lat- 
est reinyention in Hello!, a 
pale, emaciated shadow of 
herself. 

Like the very first vulgarian, 
Thersites in the Iliad, a soldier 
who dares to talk back to his 
belters, she- has received a 
sound beating for her vulgari- 
ty. But her followers insist, the 
Fergie story is not over yet. 
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End of the fairytale: The wedding kiss and (right) the toe-sucking incident 



Goodbye to all that ... 
and Hello! to divorce 


Ru rating into trouble: Fergie and the infamous It's A Knockout 


Troubled future for Beatrice and Eugenie 


The future of the young 
princesses, Beatrice and Euge- 
nie, will have been a legal mine- 
field for lawyers negotiating 
the Yorks’ divorce. 

Exile of the Duchess from 
court circles could mean the 
Queen seeing less of the chil- 
dren. who are fifth and sixth in 
line to the throne, ftevious 
royal divorces have ended with 
the children staying with their 
mothers, who themselves re- 
mained within the Royal Fam- 
ily. But while Princess Margaret 
and the Princess Royal are the 


Queen's blood relations, the for- 
mer Sarah Ferguson is not. 

Beatrice, seven, and Eugenie, 
six, are expected to continue liv- 
ing with their mother, seeing 
their father only when he is on 
leave from naval duties. The 
Duke, a senior pilot, is be- 
lieved to have taken a shore job 
in an attempt to save his mar- 
riage. But responsibility for two 
small girls at home could be an 
unwelcome complication. 

Since March 1992, when the 
Palace announced that the Yorks 
were discussing a separation, the 


daily lives of the girls have been 
turned upside down. Soon af- 
terwards they moved with their 
mother from Sunninghill Park, 
Berkshire, and lost their normal 
family relationship with their fa- 
ther. In August 1993, they lost 
their nannies, Alison Whrdley 
and Sally Fish, who had been 
with the Duchess since Princess 
Beatrice was born. 

Marriages- of couples with 
small children break up eveiy 
day. but rarely with aworldwide 
blaze of publicity compounding 
their isolation and sense of 


abandonment- The strain on 
Beatrice and Eugenie has been 
clear. There have been times 
when they have thrown tantrums 
- and even tableware at other 
diners in a hotel restaurant. 

Zelda West-Meads, of the 
counselling service Relate — 
whose patron is the Princess of 
Whies — said: “Kids whose 
parents are being divorced of- 
ten regress to a younger age, 
thumb-sucking and bed-wet- 
ting. These children suffer a lot 
of pain and damage. Their lives 
are never the same again.” 


23 July 1986: Prince Andrew 
and Sarah “Fergie” Ferguson 
many at Westminster Abbey. 
Aligns! 1988: First daughter 
Beatrice is bora. The Duchess 
is much criticised after flying out 
to Australia to visit the Duke, 
leaving her daughter behind. 
23 March 1990: Second daugh- 
ter, Eugenie, is bom. 

May 1990: Texan oilman Steve 
Wyatt flies the Duchess and 
Beatrice in his private jet to Mo- 
rocco for a holiday. 

October 1990: The couple move 
into their new, and much criti- 
cised, £5m home at Sunninghill 
Park, Windsor. 

November 1991: Cleaner Mau- 
rice Maple folds photographs of 
the Duchess of York and 
Princess Beatrice on holiday at 
Steve Wyatt’s flat in Cadogan 
Square, London. 

March 1992: Buckingham 
Palace announces that 
the Yorks are discussing a 
separation. 

August 1992: A paparazzi takes 
sneak pictures of the Ducbess 
with John Bryan, a “financial 
adviser" kissing her instep as she 
sunbathes topless at a vflla in St 
Uopez, in the south of France. 
March 1993: Duchess tells 
Harpers and Queen magazine: “I 
want out of the whole thing so 
I can get on with my life and 
stop being blamed for every- 
thing ... I have been the scape- 
goat of the Walesesfor the past 
Four years.” 

July 1993: Duchess's hopes of 
becoming a goodwill ambas- 
sador for the United Nations 
are dashed. 

October 1993; Ducbess turns 
down her invitation to Lord Un- 
ley’s wedding as insiders claim 
that she no longer feels part of 
the Royal Family. 


9 December 1994: Divorce first 
raised by the Duchess at a 
charity Christmas party for mo- 
tor neuron disease sufferers. 
January 1996: Years of profli- 
gate spending leave her with 
debts estimated at around £3m. 
The Queen refuses to bail her 
out after previously giving gen- 
erous financial help from the 
royal coffers. 

January 1996: Duchess is 
banned from using the Queen's 
palace mail service free of 
charge and is also grounded 
from using Royal Squadron 
flights. 

March 1996: Ghostlike pho- 
tographs of a heavily made-up 
Duchess appear plastered all 
over HeUo! magazine. 

April 1996: Austrian tennis star 
Thomas Muster denies that he 
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The ghostlike face on 
a cover of Hello! 

is having an affair with the 
Duchess and says he hopes she 
wfll patch things up with her es- 
tranged husband. 

16 April 1996: Divorce between 
Duke and Duchess of Yoik is 
announced. 
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Airport homes scheme ‘threatens 



NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Several villages listed in the 
Domesday Book could face 

obliteration if plans go ahead for 

thousands of new homes to 
meet the needs of Britain's 
fastest-growing airport, the 
High Court was told yesterday. 
The development at Stanst- 


ed in Esses threatened “the 
greatest change that has taken 
place to these communities 
perhaps since Roman times", 
JohnSteele QC, said. 

He was appearing on behalf 
of Felsted, Takeley, Birchang- 
er and Little Duiunow parish 
councils and a local conserva- 
tion group which have banded 
together in an attempt to save 


Brewers 
tighten code 
on ‘alcopop’ 
marketing 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Britain's seven largest brewers 
and distillers have widened their 
code of conduct on under-age 

drinking in an attempt to ensure 
alcohol is not marketed in away 
that is appealing to children. The 
move comes amid claims (hat up 
to 17 percent of 11- to 15-year- 
olds drink regularly. 

The code follows concern 
prompted earlier this year over 
the sale alcoholic versions of 
fruit-flavoured soft drinks 
known as “alcopops", including 
lemonade, which were deemed 
particularly appealing to the un- 
der- 18s, and it extends the ex- 
isting guidelines to cover all 
alcoholic drinks. 

The Portman Group, Lhe al- 
cohol policy institute sponsored 
by the drinks industry which 
published the code, has called 
for a ban on any marketing that 
would appeal specifically to the 
under-lSs. It also urges alcoholic 
drinks to be sold in bottles not 
cans to avoid confusion. 

Dr John Rae. director of the 
Portman Group, said: "We are 
determined to see that alcoholic 
drinks are clearly aimed at an 
adult market. If reasonable 
people think the drinks are 
aimed primarily at young peo- 
ple under 18, the code has 
been broken." Despite the con- 
cern over alcopops,wfaen under- 
18s attempt to purchase alcohol 
their first choice is either cider 
or beer, according to research 
commissioned by the Portman 
Group. It also found nine out 
of 10 shopkeepers said under- 
age purchasing had not in- 
creased since the fruit-flavoured 
drinks came on the market 

But the group had been ac- 
cused by anti-alcohol cam- 
paigners of not going far 
enough to protect children with 
the code, which is voluntary. 
They have called for stricter en- 
forcement of licensing laws, 
and "test purchase" of alcohol 


schemes at supermarkets and 
off-licences which would allow 
the police to work with young 
people. 

Alcohol Concern, which 
campaigns against alcohol mis- 
use, tbund that recent research 
showed 17 per cent of II- to 15- 
year-oJds admitted drinking 
regularly in 1994, before al- 
copops hit the market, com- 
pared with 13 per cent in 1990. 

Eric Appleby, director of Al- 
cohol Concern, said: u If the new 
code is to be anything more than 
a cosmetic public relations ex- 
ercise, it must have more teeth 
and be rigorously monitored by 
an independent agency rather 
than the drinks trade itself." 

He added: “There is no 
doubt that alcopops, with their 
sweet taste masking high alco- 
hol contents, are attracting un- 
der-age drinkers, and that is 
something we cannot risk at a 
time when teenage drinking is 
on the increase." 

■ A gang known as “The 
Libyans" smuggled millions of 
pounds' worth of bootleg beer' 
and wine into tbe UK for sale 
in cash and cany stores, a jury 
heard yesterday. 

Under the leadership of a 
man code-named Gaddafi, the 
operation involved 50 hired 
vans and several seven-ton lor- 
ries, Maidstone Crown Court in 
Kent was told. 

Working from a rented house 
and builder’s yard in Deal, 
Kent up to four vans would 
make twice daily trips across tbe 
Channel to buy beer and wine 
from hypermarkets in Calais. 

The vans, “loaded to the 
gunwales”, would then return to 
Deal The drink would eventu- 
ally be distributed in London. 

Four men deny evading beer 
and wine duty, while 10 others 
have admitted the charge. The 
men were arrested in Decem- 
ber 1994 after a Customs sur- 
veillance operation. 

The trial continues. 
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(heir “quinlessentially English" 
way of life. 

Mr Steele said the councils 
were seeking to quash part of 
the local dan for their area deal- 
ing with me location of housing 
to serve Stansted. 

They also wanted a second 
public inquiry into the highly- 
ct?n traversal issue of making 
the right provision for the air- 


port which, depending on par- 
liamentary approval, was ex- 
pected to expand in the near 
■ ftiture from 8 million to 15 mo- 
tion passengers a year. 

As the Uttiesford local plan 
how stood; provision had been 
made for 2^500 new homes for 
airport staff to. be spread over 
four locations - Felsted, with a 
population of 650; Great Dun- 


mow with 625 residents, Stanst- 
ed Mouncfitehet (400), which 
was mainly in the parish of Bir- 
changer, and Thkeley (825). . 

Mr Steele told Deputy lodge 
George Bartlett QC: “the im- 
pact of those proposals on the 
four rural communities cannot 
be overstated. They will have 
the gravest consequences in 
social, economic, educational. 


highways, infrastructure, coun- 
tryside and environmental 
terms ' - ap d may even lead 

eventually to fee obfiteraticHi of 
their identities as distinct and 
separate settiemeifts.” 
fet the people most dnect- 


four parishes abd the 

sides tbemseivc^ had been 
mi (aw fully denied, the oppor- 


tunity to mount effective op- 
position to those proposals be- 
fore apublic inquiry, he argued. 

The . parishes have so far 
raised £30,000 from fttes, spon- 
sored funs, auctions and dona- 
tions to mount the . court 
ptoHff n pp, Mr Steele said the 
sca&of ffie devefep^nt rela- 
tive tothestce dftbe existing 
communities was “ roun enad” 


Andrew Wmen, chairman of 
the conservation association 
covering Ffilsted and Little 
pniun ow, said if the $ans went 
• . i uiL. whauHImm would 


aucou “ . 

coalesce into one sprawl, . 

He added that the villagers 
wanted the district plan to be 
overturned and another one 
held because “the first one was 

: ~T.r float**?”. 




assault 



Hive of activity: Tbe Ponte Vecchio In Florence with its shops and businesses could be a guide to how a habitab le ‘Londoners’ bridge* could operate 


Gummer outlines vison of 
bridge to unite Londonders 


ROS WYNN E-JONES 

A competition to design a hab- 
itable “Londoners' bridge”, 
alive with housing and com- 
merce, was launched yester- 
day by John Gummer, Secretary 
of State for the Environment. 

The proposed bridge, for 
which the competition organ- 
isers hope to gain commercial 
backing, is to span the River 
Thames from Temple Gardens, 
near Covent Garden, on the 
north bank to the London 
Weekend Television building 
near the South Bank Centre. 

Designs, which are to be 
submitted by a shortlist of ar- 
chitects, will form Lhe centre- 
piece of an exhibition at the 
Royal Academy of Arts in Sep- 
tember. Sponsored by the Cor- 
poration of London, the 
exhibition will feature a river 
meandering through the main 
gallery at Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, spanned by models 
of historic and futuristic bridges. 

Contemporary proposals for 
bridges across the Thames will 
also be represented, including 
Will Alsop's design of a home 
for tbe Institute of Contempo- 
rary Arts (ICA) at Blackfriars 



and the Peabody Trust's vision 
of a bousing scheme between St 
Paul’s Cathedral and Bankside. 

Mr Gummer, who is also 
minister for London, said the 
concept of a habitable bridge in 
the capital harked back to the 
old London Bridge, which was 
stacked with houses and busi- 
nesses and “on winch people felt 
themselves to be a part of this 
great city”. Theministersaid the 
puqjose of a bridge should be 
to join, and not divide, London. 

He added: “It is well-known 


that 1 wish to see- the River 
Thames, one of our most un- 
sung assets, playing a greater 
role in the life of London. This 
would be a bridge of confidence 
on which people would work, 
shop and live on the river itself" 

The competition; sponsored 
by Thames V&ter, is a joint pro- 
ject- between the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris and the Royal 
Academy. Jean Dethier, of the 
Pompidou Centre, whose re- 
search into habitable bridges in- 
spired the project, said: “We are 
interested in the interdiscipli- 
nary approach of modem art 
and architecture and its ability 
to connect history with the pre- 
sent and the future. We are in- 
terested in tbe bridge as a 
non-segregationaj concept with 
a strong civic link.” 

Entries include the German 
architect Daniel Uebskind and 
two British firms. Future Sys- 
tems and Branson Coates. The 
exhibition is being designed by 
Nigel Coates, professor of ar- 
chitectural design at the Royal 
College of Art Mr Coates said 
he was planning to run a river 
through the gallery just below 
eye level, so that visitors could 
see into the designs. 



Uniting the capital: Nonsuch House was one of the many 
houses and business which straddled the old London Bridge 




A leading churchman accused 
of mdecerkty assaulting a 17- 
year-oldgirtin ids home was 
efeewheic when the offence 
was meant to have taken place, 
a court beard yesterday. 

A special defence of alibi was 
entered feo: Professor Donald 
Macleod of the Free Church of 
Scotland, against the charge of 
assault . 

The 55-year-old. professor, 
who lectures in systematic the- 
otogjr at the Free Church of 
Scotland G0ltege inEdinburgh, 
denies a total of six charges of 
indecent assault involving five 
women which allegedly took 
place between 1985 and 1993. 

Edinburgh Sberff Court ear- 
lier heart a wcm^wiw is now 
28, describe how Professor 
Madeod assaulted her in his 
study in the last week of July 
1985. But yesterday Andrew 
Hardie QC, defending, said 
that his client had been out of 
Edinburgh from 23 July 1985. 
He had been in Stomaway, in 
the Western Isles, with his wife 
and two of his sons and had not 
returned until 2 August. 

The defence lawyer made a . 
motion asking for a special de- 
fence aDbi to be accefrted by the 
court He said that although 
such a defence should have 
been intimated before the first 
witness in - the case gave 
evidence, there were special 
circumstances in this case be- 
cause i t was only under cross- 
examination that the witness 
had given a definite ytet * for her 
complaint' .. . . 

He pointed out that in the 
charge, the Crown said feat the. 
offence had taken place be- 
tween lJuty and 31 August 1985 
and he criticised the Grown for 
not getting a definite date from 
the witness when they were 
preparin g her for the trial. 

The depute procurator-fiscal, 
Margaret Graham, for the pros- 
ecution, said it was too late to 
accept such a defence. But 
Sheriff John Horsburgh QC, 
granted the motion saying he 
was doing so “in the interests of 
justice". He added: “It appears 
to me that no fault can be laid 
at the door of the accused or 
those acting on his behalf for the 
situation”. He said it was “un- 
fortunate” that the Grown had 
not . obtained a date for the 
charge before the trial. 

The witness, who was the 
first in the case to have com- 
pleted her evidence, may now 
be recalled. 

Lateryesterday, a 35-year-old 
lecturer in statistics gave evi- 
dence, denying that die was 


Bridging the dty: Two of tt»e contemporary ideas for the contest to build a bridge across the Thames. Left Richard Hordern and 

the Gallery Bridge at Bankside and (right) Will Alsop's design which would provide a home for the Institute of Contemporary Arts^J^^aStf^^ ^ 


‘Poor are poorer 
and rich richer’ 


A quarter of the population - 
13 to 14 million people -live on 
less than half the average in- 
come, the Child Poverty Action 
Group said yesterday, writes 
Nicholas Timmins. 

• The figure is more than dou- 
ble the number in 1979: one in 
three children is growing up in 
poverty, while living standards 
of the poor and affluent are 
“marching in opposite direc- 
tions” the pressure group said 
in the latest edition of its hand- 
book, Poverty: The Facts. 

From 1979 to 199213, the 
real income, after housing costs, 
of the poorest tenth fell by 18 
per cent, while the richest tenth 
enjoyed a “staggering” 61-per- 
cent increase. Britain saw a 
sharper rise in inequality than 
any developed country except 
New Zealand. 


Far from wealth trickling 
down from the rich to the poor, 
figures from Economic Trends 
show household income has 
filtered up from the poorest sec- 
tions of society to (he richer 
ones, the CPAG said. 

Even after redistribution by 
taxes and benefits, the poorest 
fifth saw their share fell from 9 5 
per cent in 1979 to 6.6 per cent, 
while the share of the richest 
fifth has gone from 37 per cent 
to 44 per cent. 

The report calls for fairer tax- 
ation, including a more pro- 
gressive structure, to improve 
benefits for the poor, warning 
that policies which encourage 
privatisation of parts of Social 
Security and the means-testing 
of much of the remainder would 
“result in a general reluctance 
to finance social welfare". 


Donegal farmers lose 800 
sheep to two rogue collies 
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df the Free Church of Scotland 
to discredit Professor Madeod. 

The woman, who riaimic that 
she was indecently assaulted by 
the professor on two occasions, 
told Ms Graham: “I have been 
willing to say what happened to 
me. I have not been part of a 
group of conspirators.” 

The witness also said that she 

had not previously heard of the 
Dorcas fund which was re- 
ferred to in court on Monday by 
Mr Hardie, who said it had been 

set up to raise money to get oeo- 
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ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

Irish sheep fanners are de- 
manding helicopter support in 
attempts to track down two 
rogue collies with a taste for 
spring lamb, which are being 
blamed for kilting up to 800 
Donegal sheep. 

Aerial surveillance is needed 
because ground searches of the 
Glencolumbkille area by dozens 
of formers have failed to detect 
which local forest plantation the 
dogs are operating from. 
Marksmen from England and 
Northern Ireland ■ have ■ at- 
tempted to hall the slaughter by 
shooting the dogs, but without 
success. 

The 42 affected formers, who 
have formed their own watch- 
es to guard against renewed at- 


tacks, are convinced from the 
frequency of the attacks that the 
animals are living wild. 

“They are hiding in forestry 
and it is very difficult to get 
them”, said Christopher O'Con- 
nor, local representative of the 
Irish Farmers’ Association 
(IFA). “In other cases, where 
[domestic dogs] were returning 
home after attacks it was a bit 
easier to control them.” 

The dogs, apparently pets 
gone wfld, began their killing 
spree in the peninsula west of 
Kfllybegs and Ardara last No- 
vember. Many more sheep have 
been attacked or gone missing 
than have actually been eaten. 

Mr O’Connor said with- the 
almost daily killing the situation 
is becoming more urgent. 
“When they gel a taste for it, 

then most savage instincts come 


out At the moment most of the 
sheep are down off the hills for 
lambing. But the farmers are 
running out of grass there, and 
want them back on the hills, so 
they are very anxious that the 
dogs are caught." 

Farming sources say the 
problernis particularly acute in 
Spring with the birth of new sea- 
son's lambs. Pastures filled with 
heavily-pregnant ewes or new- 
ly-bom lambs provide an irre- 
sistible temptation to canine 
predators. 

The economic consequences 
of attacks at this time of year for 

farmers are serious, tne IFA 
stresses: "K illin g of young Iambs 
means the cash crop for the year 
is destroyed." Poor land quali- 
ty means sheep and forestry are 
the only viable fanning activi- 
ties m the area. 


fessor" MacleodTrire^ness 
sard that only.the Crown was 
paying her expenses to appear 
m court. r 

She added that “in an ideal 
world the matter would not 

nave come to court But she had 

come to court because she was 

avrare there were “patterns of 
behaviour" and she feared that 
Ptofessor Madeod could assault 
another woman. 

A thud woman who has ac- 
rased Professor Madeod of in- 
decentiy assaulting her later 
confirmed to the court that a 

S™«*^?hadpaiaforherto 
travel from her home in Aus- 



year-old had her tick 
her by the Dorcas fin 
Crown refused to mi 

for her expenses. 

■ In court Mr Ha 
duced a document w 
for contributions to 
£1,500 cost of brio 
from Australia a w< 



raised would go to 
document said. 
The trial contini 
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’Schools 4 DU shod I Tradition stands tall in hop garden 
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into battle’ over 


$r,V 


voucher scheme 




‘Copycat’ 
cancer 
therapy 
goes on 
trial 
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FRAN ABRAMS 
and JUDITH JUDD 


Vouchers designed to expand 
private nurseries at the expense 
of slate schools may have the 
opposite effect, campaigners 
said last night. 

Slate primary schools are 
pressurising parents to withdraw 
their children from private nurs- 
eries and instead to bring them 
to reception classes at the age 
of four. 

Parents of four-year-olds in 
Westminster, Kensington and 
Chelsea, Wandsworth and Nor- 
folk have been given £1,100 
vouchers which can be ex- 
changed for a place at a private 
-j school, a state school, or at a 
playgroup. 

The scheme, one of the 
Prime Minister's favoured pro- 
jects, is due to be introduced na- 
tionally in April 1997. But it now 
looks likely to cause embar- 
rassment to the Government as 
Conservative local authorities 
fight back with aggressive pub- 
licity campaigns aimed at keep- 
ing children in the state sector. 

Wandsworth has spent £3,000 
on advertising its services. 

Instead of giving extra mus- 


cle to the private sector the 
scheme looks likely to weaken 
the sector’s position, with par- 
ents being forced to move their 
children into state schools to se- 
cure their places. 

The voucher scheme was de- 
signed to lead to the setting up 
of new private nurseries, but 
most of the expansion will prob- 
ably be in primary school re- 
ception classes. In Norfolk the 
Government has paid for 16 
local authority nursery units. 

Yesterday the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment said it was too early to say 
whether any new private nurs- 
eries had been opened as a re- 
sult of the scheme. 

Experts say that a reception 
class is no substitute for nurs- 
ery education, which must have 
a qualified teacher for every 13 
pupils while i here is no limit on 
primary classes. 

Susan Hay, owner of a string 
of private nursery schools and 
chair of the Childcare Associ- 
ation. said that the Government 
had forced unwelcome compe- 
tition on to schools. 

“We have been pushed into 
battle as a result of the vouch- 
er scheme, and it's a battle 


that doesn't need to happen ” 
she said. 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


“As for suggesting that par- 
ents have more choice, it*s a 
load of baloney. They are going 
to opt fora good primary school 
even if it means forfeiting their 
child's early years in order to gel 
them a place for later,” she said 

Slate-school heads also crit- 
icised the scheme. Michael Gar- 
rali, head of St William's 
primary school in Norwich, and 
the Norfolk secretory of the Na- 
tional Association of Head 
Teachers, said his school had al- 
ways taken children without 
funding at the beginning of the 
year in which they were five but 
others would now do the same. 

"There’s going to be a fi- 
nancial advantage for all 
schools to take children in the 
year in which they are five." Mr 
Gamut said. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment for Education and 
Employment said vouchers 
gave parents more choice. 

"Ministers expect that there 
will be expansion over Lime in 
the slate, private and voluntary j 
sectors," he said. “State schools i 
have nothing to fear. There is i 
no need for blackmail.’* 
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BBC ‘biased’ 
towards Tories 


Three deny 
student’s 
murder 






■ 




MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


More than one-fifth of television 
viewers believe the BBC’s cov- 
erage is biased toward the Con- 
servative Party, a survey by the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission reveals today. 

Although the public service 
corporation is required to be 
impartial under the terms of its 
charter, 21 per cent of viewers 


felt that BBCI unfairly favoured 
the Tories and a further 15 per 


the Tories and a further 15 per 
cent said the same of BBC2. 

Only 7 per cent said ITV was 
biased toward the Conservatives 
and just 3 per cent thought it 
was the case with Channel 4. 


By contrast, 7 per cent felt 
BBCI showed bias towards the 


Broadcasting Act to research 
pubh'c opinion. 

The overwhelming percep- 
tion of bias towards the Con- 
servatives, especially on BBCI. 
will add pressure to the corpo- 
ration in the run-up to the gen- 
eral election. 

It set up a political monitor- 
ing unit last year after attempts 
by Alistair Campbell, Tony 
Blair’s press secretary, to ensure 
the Labour leader's keynote 
speech at the party conference 
was the lead news item over the 
OJ Simpson murder verdict 

Viewers also spoke out about 
the bias against different pro- 
fessions and groups of the 
population they believed that aQ 
the terrestrial channels showed 
in their news and current affairs 


Labour Party and only 4 per 
cent said the same of BBC2. 


cent said the same of BBC2. 
Seven per cent also believed 
ITV and Channel 4 unfairly 
favoured Labour. 

The findings are part of an 
annual poB of L000 viewers, car- 
ried out last year by the com- 
mercial television regulator, 
which is required by the 1990 


programmes. 

They thought most bias was 
shown against single parents (27 
per cent) with the unemployed 
(24 per cent) and trade anions 
(23 per cent) close behind. The 
disabled were also on the list (16 
per cent), as were social service 
employees (IS per cent) and 
women (11 per cent). 


Three young men pleaded not 
guilty yesterday to the murder 
of 18-year-old Stephen 
Lawrence at the start of a pri- 
vate prosecution brought by 
his parents. 

Neil Acourt, 20; Luke 
Knight, 18, and Gary Dobson, 
20, all of EUham in south-east 
London, appeared at the Old 
Bailey charged with murdering 
the A-level student, who was 
stabbed to death on 22 April 
1993. Hie trial is expected to 
start later this week. 

Neither Mr Lawrence’s fa- 
ther Neville, 52, a builder, nor 
his wife, Doreen, would com- 
ment as they arrived at court 
It is believed lo be only the 
fourth private prosecution for 
murder in 130 years. 

Mr and Mrs Lawrence 
brought a private case against 
the men after initial proceedings 
against two people were 
dropped by the Crown Prose- 
cution Service in 1993. 

The Stephen Lawrence Cam- , 


'"9^49 




Clinical trials have begun on a 
new approach to treating can- 
cer, using “copycat" molecular 
blockers to stop tumour cells 
multiplying, scientists said 
yesterday. 

Patients suffering from dif- 
ferent cancers will initially take 
part in the trials at the Western 
General Hospital, Edinburgh, to 
test the potential of the new 
therapy. 

However, one form of lung 
cancer, smalt cell lung cancer or 
oat cell carcinoma which is 
responsible for 25 per cent of 
all new cases in the UK, is the 
real focus of the trial. Initially 
responsive to drugs, the cancer 
returns in all but 5 to 10 per cent 

of patients and is usually resis- 
tant to drugs the second time. 

Professor John Smyth, di- 
rector of the Imperial Cancer 
| Research Fund’s Clinical On- 
cology Unit at the hospital, 
said yesterday: “We desperate- 
! ly need entirely new approach- 
es if we are to make major 
differences for patients with a 
number of types of cancer - par- 
ticularly the common types." 

The trial is the culmination 
of a 15-year research project by 
scientists at the ICRF who have 
shown that molecules known as 
neuropeptides are potent 
growth factors. They dock on to 
the receptor sites on the surface 
of some cancer cells and stim- 
ulate cell growth, sending sig- 
nals which over-ride healthy cell 
controls which limit multipli- 
cation. Some cancer cells even 
make their own growth factors 
to accelerate the process further. 

Dr Enrique Rozengurt, from 
the ICRF s London laboratory, 
said: “What we have done is dis- 
covered ways of blocking these 
growth factors using antagonist 
lookai flees which themselves 
dock onto the receptors, getting 
in the way of the growth factors. 
We have identified a group of 
antagonists which C3n block 
every type of growth factor 
with a particular type of signaL” 

The scientists are hoping 
that chemotherapy followed by 
growth factor blockers will be 
a more effective treatment for 


small cell lung cancer. By the 
end of the decade. Professor 






pai gn is raising legal funds and 
the case will be beaded by 


the case will be beaded by 
Michael Mansfield QG 


Walking tall: David Leipnik, vice-chairman of the Friends of the Museum of Kent Life, at Maidstone, tends hops in the 
traditional way, using stilts to tie coconut string to wires for the plants to grow up Photograph: Matthew Richardson 


end of the decade. Professor 
Smyth said, scientists will know 
if they have made a break- 
through in treatment for this 
type of cancer. 

There are 42300 new cases 
of lung cancer each year, of 
which 10,000 are of small 
cell lung cancer. The Phase 1 
trials in Edinburgh will deter- 
mine the safety and efficacy of 
the new therapy, and the 
appropriate dose. 


‘Pom video’ firefighter Army offensive averts 
loses sacking claim a recruitment crisis 


A firefighter lost his claim for 
unfair dismissal yesterday after 
he was sacked for making a hard 
core pornographic video which 
included jokes about the fire 
service. 

Mark Gregoiy, 26, was 
sacked for gross misconduct 
^ last August from Notting- 
r J* bamsbire Fire and Rescue Ser- 
' vice after copies of the video 
were shown in at least five fire 
stations across the county. 

In the hour-long film Mr 
Gregory, who was married at 
the time, is heard telling his 
girlfriend. Janice, “What do you 
Think of firemen now?" and 
“This one’s for Red Watch”. 

The Nottingham tribunal 
heard that Mr Gregoiy, who 


served with the brigade for 
more than eight years, made the 
film in a hotel room in West 
Bridgford, Nottingham, in 
Maidi last year. 

He claimed the video was for 
private use only, although he ad- 
mitted in the hearing yesterday 
he bad passed a copy to a friend. 
“It was just a light-hearted 


thing , in my own time. She j his 
girlfriend] was quite excited 


that someone else might be 
watching it. I told her that oth- 
er people might watch ft." 


MrGregi 
up for coDe: 
interviewed 
cers.“Iam t 
other fire o; 


said he covered 
tes when he was 
senior, fire offi- 
ng not to get any 
ier implicated. I 


a in trying to save my job. I am 


CAR INSURANCE 


a blue-eyed bey and a high-fli- 
er and the next minute I am 
looking at losing my job. 

“My head was spinning. You 
are fighting id protect other 
people and to protect yourself 
at that stage. I have lost coy job, 
lost my wife and I was in com- 
plete turmoil and, yes, at that 
stage I put my colleagues first." 

Bui the fire service argued 
that he was guilty of gross mis- 
conduct and had distributed the 
video, committing a criminal 
offence. He was dismissed. 

Mr Gregory, of Nnthall, Not- 
tingham, was cautioned by po- 
lice after the video was 
discovered, but was not charged. 

The tribunal chairman, Derek 
Richards, said; “He must have 
realised that the consequence of 
asking anybody else to make 
corses of the vkteo was that it was 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Looking 
for the 

LOWEST 

premium? 


Wh find it was gross misconduct.' 


A potentially “catastrophic" 
shortage of recruits which 
would have made the British 
Army operationally ineffective 
has been averted by urgent 
government action, it was 
disclosed yesterday. 

General Sir Michael Rose, 
the Adjutant- General - the 
Army’s head of personnel - said 
that if swift action had not 
been taken to halt closures of 
high-street recruiting offices 
and induce soldiers to stay on, 
the Aimy, would within a few 
years, have been 20,000 short 
of its authorised total of 90,000 
trained soldiers. The shortage, 
mostly in infantry, armour and 
artillery, would have made 
it ‘incapable of fulfilling its 
defence roles”. 

As Sir Michael addressed a 


conference in Whitehall on the 
“Ethos and Image" of the 
British Army. MPs beard that 
black people were deterred 
from joining up because of a 
perception of “institutional dis- 
crimination” The House of 
Commons Armed Forces Bill 
Committee heard more evi- 
dence from the Commission of 
Racial Equality. 

Bob Purkiss, who led a recent 
inquiry into allegations of racial 
inequality, said he doubted the 
time allowed for implementa- 
tion of the recent “action plan" 
agreed between the CRE and 
the MoD could be implement- 
ed in the time allowed. 

Perceptions of racism are 
one of a number of factors dis- 
couraging recrufts. The Army's 
image was also dented recent- 
ly by the killing of Louise 
Jensen by three drunk British 
soldiers in Cyprus. Although the 


recruits shortage has been 
averted, the Army needs to at- 
tract 15,000 soldiers this year 
and 17,000 in each of the fol- 
lowing two to three years. 


keCtoeeru 


Public perception is crucial to 
icruiting. The conference 


recruiting. The conference 
beard that 43 per cent of recruits 
come from broken homes and 
that mothers play an even more 
important role in influencing 
them for or against the Army. 

Sir Michael said the fall m 
numbers was due to abandon- 
ing junior entry and to rapid clo- 
sure of recruiting offices. The 
Army wants to reintroduce the 
schemes for junior leaders and 
junior soldiers, abolished in 
1992, to help maintain num- 
bers generally and provide a 
cadre of future sergeants and 
sergeant-majors. Bonuses of 
£1,000 to induce soldiers to stay 
on an extra year had also been 
effective in staunching the loss. 


Women-only car 
333 I park ‘unfair to men’ 


DAILY POEM 


The Arm 

By Steven Blyth 
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Britain’s first women-only car 
park looks set to be closed be- 
cause it is unfair to men. The 
Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion wants the parking scheme 
at Exeter .in Devon scrapped 
because ft is said to be’ a form 
of discrimination against men. 

Exeter C3ty Oatmril opened 
the first all-female section of its 
Kmg'WSHam Street car paric to 
encourage women on their own 
to venture into the city centre 
at nigfaL.’Within. hours of the 
opening, a complaint was sent 
to the commission and the 
council has been tqH it is break- 
ing sex discrimination laws. 

The scheme is only voluntary 


with no sanctions against men 
who park in the reserved places 
and signs read:* “Kindly leave 
these spaces vacant for women 
motoriks”. But the commission 
says that under the 1975 Sex 
Discrimination Act public ser- 
vices must be offered to men 
and women on an equal basis. 

The 10 spaces are near to the 
exit, so it is quick and easy for 
drivers to reach their cars. It is 
also well lit and security cam- 
eras give women drivers more 
protection. 

But the scheme has come in 
for atticism from the group ft 
seeks to help. Same women fear 
ft may attract potential attackers. 


I lie amputation to stop the spread 
Failed. They gave him, at best, six weeks. 
U A goblin sits on my stump, "he said. 

“It tells lies, makes me reach for books 
And things with air. That chaplain is just 
The same when he perches on my bed 
To preach, promising I'll exist 
Afterwards. ” When I found him dead 
The gardener was burning heaps of leaves. 
Some caught the breeze and New awujj 
Blackened The chaplain s poor eyes 
Stared through lus thick glasses- "Today , " 
He said later, “Ism 1 ravens. 

They flew near the fire in the gardens.’' 



Steven Blyth was born in 1968 and lives in Bolton. In 1994 he 
was awarded an Eric Gregory Award from the Society of Au- 
thors. This poem is taken from his first collection. The Gar, pub- 
lished by Redbeck Press at £3,75. 
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Life on the streets: Charity fears new Housing Bill will worsen plight of the under-25s 

‘Vulnerable 

young’ are 
forced out 
of homes 


GLENDA COOPER 

More than eight out of ten 
young people who leave home 
are forced out due to factors 
such as abuse and famil y break- 
down, according to Centre- 
point, the charily for the 
homeless. 

Unlike in the Eighties when 
people left home voluntarily to 
find work, the first nationwide 
picture of homeless young peo- 
ple in 1996 is one of “highly vul- 
nerable, very young people 
struggling actively to overcome 
hardships", according to the sur- 
vey, which questioned more 
than 7,500 people, over 5,000 of 
which were under the age of 25. 

The charity fears that the new 
Housing Bill - which is passing 
through the committee stage 
and proposes removing local 
authorities' duty to provide 
permanent housing for the 
“statutory homeless" - will 
make the situation even worse. 

“Changes to Government 
policy look set to worsen youth 
homelessness,’* Victor ’Ade- 
bowale, chief executive of 
Centrepoint, said. 

“Proposed restrictions on 
housing benefit will leave more 
young people at risk. Efforts to 
help young homeless people 
continue to be hampered by the 
confusion of housing and social 
services using different legisla- 
tion. And the Housing Bill is 
proving so far to be a missed op- 
portunity to make housing leg- 
islation and the Children Act 
work coherently to protect 
young people at risk.” 

In 1987 “pull" factors, such 
as moving to find work or need- 
ing to establish their indepen- 
dence, were given as reasons for 
leaving home by more than 
half those surveyed By 1 994-95 
only 14 per cent cited such 
factors. The report. The New 
Picture ofYouth Homelessness in 


Britain, says the problem is not 
just limited to London any- 
more. but is a national issue. 

The study looked at six cen- 
tres around the country and 
found that nearly 3,000 young 
people were monitored in 
Dorset, in Bournemouth, Poole, 
Christchurch and Purbeck. Sim- 
ilarly, the Simon Community in 
Northern Ireland saw 2,044. 

Nearly four out of ten peo- 
ple arriving at Centrepoint — 
which caters for those between 
16 and 25 — wcrel7 years or 
younger and 48 per cent were 
either black or from ethnic 
minorities. This compares wiLh 
a a 5.5 per cent overall pro- 
portion of the population be- 
longing to ethnic minorities. 

While three-quarters were 
actively seeking employment, 
only about 1 in 20 had any sort 
of work, although 61 per cent 
had gained some kind of qual- 
ification. More than four in ten 
had no income whatsoever on 
arriving at Centrepoint. 

Large numbers of young and 
vulnerable people were still 
found to be sleeping rough 
before they make their way to 
a hosteL One-third reported liv- 
ing that way before going to 
CentrepoinL 

Many young people may find 
it difficult to be accepted as 
officially homeless because they 
have to be proved “vulnerable", 
the report said, and social services 
operate different criteria to 
assess vulnerability. 

Centrepoint also says that 
measures in the last Budget 
restricting housing benefit to 
under-2Ss to the local average 
“single room rent" wifi limit the 
already restricted choice of pri- 
vate-sector accommodation 
available. Its report calls for 
housing benefit for youngpeo- 
fde to be the same for those over 
25, and for a national strategy 
to tackle youth homelessness. 



Poll defeat 
puts M^jor on 
sticky wicket 


Roughing it A young man at Wrtartoo, south London. Centrepoint wanwr’on youth homelessness Photograph: Philip Meech 


Tohn Major yesterday de- 
J dared himself dug in for the 
political equivalent of a record 
final wicket stand as Tony Blair 
exploited the Conservatives’ 
humiliation in the South East 
Staffordshire by-election. 

With Brian Jenkins, the man 
who cut Mr Major's majority to 
just one, waiting in the wings to 
take his Commons seal, the first 
Question Time after the Easter 
recess was a romp for Labour. 

Mr Blair repeatedly pressed 
the Prime Minister to explain the 
defeat then supplied his own an- 
swers - “People don’t trust the 
Conservative Party any more” - 
while Mr Major foiled to make 
much capital out of Labour’s 
mixed messages on tax. 

Dare Short, the Shadow 
transport secretary who dared 
to speak her mind, was on the 
Opposition front bench for the 
exchanges. Mr Major mischie- 
vously welcomed her to the 
chamber, saying he was de- 
lighted she had been “untied 
and ungagged" but went easy on 
her suggestion that those on 
£34, 000-plus should pay more 
to the Exchequer. 

Mr Blair said the underlying 
reason for last Thursday’s by- 
election defeat Last was that peo- 
ple did not trust the Tbries on 
railways, on tax, or on the 
health service - “and the soon- 
er they get the chance to say so 
loud and dear the better for 
Britain”. 

Tbry backbencher Geoffrey 
Clifton-Brown asked Mr Major 
about an article in the Sunday 
Express newspaper claiming Mr 
Blair had told journalists that 
the top rate of tax would be 
raised for those on £30,000. 

The figure was then raised to 
£40,000 and subsequently de- 
nied altogether by Labour spin 
doctors, Mr Clifton-Brown said 
But this gift was snatched from 
the Prime Minister’s hands by 
Speaker Betty Boothroyd with 
reminder that questions 
should be related to Govern- 
ment policy. Miss Boothroyd 
ruled out any answer. 

It was left to former Tbty cab- 
inet minister Rater Brooke to of- 
fer Mr Major a refuge in an 
analogy from his favourite 
world of willow and leather. 



“Does the Prime Minister take 
encouragement from the fact 
thar this summer at the Oval will 
see the 50th anniversary’ of the 
longest arid largest stand for the 
last wicket in the history of Eng- 
lish cricket?’’ asked Mr Brooke. 

A Surrey supporter, Mi Ma- 
jor said he w3s aware of the an- 
niversary. “I look forward 
certainly at the Oval to seeing 
many performances like that by 
Surrey, perhaps by England. 
And I have absolutely ho doubt 
that politically we will see their 
equivalent” 

Fortunately for the cheering 
Tbries, nobody on the Opposition 
benches bad a Wisden to hand 


Inside 

Parliament 

Stephen 

Goodwin 


The record last wicket stand of 
249 at the Oval in 1946 was 

sconsd by the opposition - by CT 
Sarwate and SN Banetjee play- 
ing for India against Surrey. 

T abour was at least rattled 
l_jduring the second reading 
of the Broadcasting Bill as Vir- 
ginia Bottomley highlighted the 
party’s U-tunt on cross-media 
ownership rules. Labour had 
lurched from “paranoid ter- 
ror” to “sycophantic devotion” 
to media groups, the Heritage 
Secretary said 

The Bill eases restrictions on 
cross- media ownership and 
paves the way for digital tele- 
vision in Britain, but Mrs Bot- 
tomley said there was no 
commonsense justification for 
moving at one bound to whole- 
sale deregulation. 

Both the Mirror Group and 
Rupert Murdoch’s News In- 
ternational are excluded from 
control of ITV companies, be- 
cause each has more than 20 per 
cent of national newspaper cir- 
culation. But Lewis Moonie, 
Labour's broadcasting spokes- 
man, has argued for an end to 
thresholds. 
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Unions hand ‘shopping 
list’ of demands to Blair 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

In the wake of his successful 
charm offensive among Amer- 
ican business leaders, Ibny 
Blair was yesterday handed a 
“shopping list” of demands by 
the big unions. Above alL the 
Labour leader was urged in the 
first year of government to 
toughen up proposals to give 
unions rights to recognition for 
collective bargaining. 

Davey Hall, president of the 
moderate Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union, 
called for a Blair administration 
to force employers to recognise 
unions where a majority of 
workers wanted it. So far. 


Labour policy only envisages 
legislation to grant negotiating 
rights where more than half the 
workers belong to a union. 

Mr Hall told the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress annual 
congress in Edinburgh that 
unions often found it impossible 
to recruit employees if there was 
no recognition in the first place. 

The big unions have already 
made their views dear in the pri- 
vate “contact group” of Labour 
politicians and union leaders;, 
but yesterday was the first time 
the demand was made public. 

Labour’s union affiliates, 
which command half the vote at 
policy-making conferences, 
regard the issue as critical 
Mr Hafltoki the 500 delegates: 


“If we only get one piece of pro- 
gressive legislation, it should be 
the right of recognition of bar- 
gaining and representation.” 

A Labour government 
should also abolish or drastically 
reduce the qualifyingperiod for 
cl aimin g unfair dismissal. “It is 
this injustice that has con- 
tributed more than anything else 
to the current culture of the dis- 
posable worker and the zero- 
hours contract,” Mr Hall said. 

Bill Speirs, deputy general 
secretary of the Scottish TUC, 
said that in its first year a Blair 
government should legislate to 
establish a Scottish parliament 
There should also be an emer- 
gency programme to create 
I new jobs in Scotland. 


Ashdown opens 
poll campaign 


Paddy Ashdown pre-empted 
moves by the two main parties 
by launching the liberal De- 
mocrats' local election cam- 
paign yesterday, brushing aside 
the idea that he might be 
squeezed by Tony Blair’s move 
to claim Labour as a “party of 
the centre”, writes John RentooL 

Mr Ashdown said: “I entire- 
ly welcome the foot that the 
Labour leader thinks his party 
ought to be a party of the cen- 
tre.” But he dismissed both the 
idea that Labour councils such 
as Liverpool were of the centre, 
and the threat from New Labour. 
“If they were going to squeeze 
us they would Have squeezed us 
last year, and they didn’t.” 

At Iasi year's elections, Lib- 


era] Democrat fears - revealed 
in a leaked internal memo - 
proved too pessimistic, as the 
party gained 500 seats to be- 
come the second-largest in 
local government. But Labour 
still achieved their best ever re- 
sult, gaining 1,800 seats. In the 
memo, the Liberal Democrat 
councillors’ leader, Andrew 
StuneD, admitted: “Labour are 
currently the ‘natural’ home of 
dissident Conservatives.” 

This year, on 2 May, fewer 
seats are at stake, and Mr 
Shmell has only predicted gains 
of only 50-100 seals. Mr Blair 
and Michael Heseltine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, launch 
the Labour and Conservative 
campaigns today. 


Labour leadership to 
press on with mayors 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
will today give an unmistakable 
signal of his intention to go 
ahead with plans for big-city 
mayors — including one for 
London — after overcoming op- 
position within his own party. 

Mr Blair has won over scep- 
tics, widely believed to have 
included his environment 
spokes-xnan, Frank Dobson, and 
wifi today say he regards the idea 
of directly doled mayoress a kqr 
way to revive local democracy. 

Although he has floated the 
idea before it was only briefly 
mentioned in the document on 
London published by the par- 


ty last week and there has been 
strong opposition from some 
council leaders. Mr Blair wifi 
now gp significantly further in his 
speech to a conference on the fu- 
ture of the capital in making it 
dear that he wants the idea fol- 
ly developed in time for inclusion 
in the general election manifesto. 

The idea comes in the wake 
of leaks suggesting that at least 
one government minister has be- 
come converted to the idea of a 
wider elected authority for Lon- 
don. In a letter to the Downing 
Street Policy Unit, the minister 
proposes that the wealthy City 
of London Corporation — 
which Labour would preserve — 
should disappear under plans for 
a new central elected authority. 


Two ministers with London 
constituencies have denied writ- 
ing the letter. But according to 
the leak the anonymous minis- 
ter has broken ranks with Tbry 
policy with proposals to counter 
Labour’s plans, saying they 
would “give us something fresh 
and ... refresh our commitment 
to local government”. 

■ A new call for Labour's plans 
for Scottish devolution to be rat- 
ified by a referendum is made 
by the left-of-centre Institute of 
Public Policy Research today. 
The IPPR also calls for the num- 
ber of Scottish Westminster 
MPs to be reduced and Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland to be 
abolished in return for the cre- 
ation of a Scottish Parliament 
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Korean conundrum: North rejects four-nation conference aimed at bringing ‘permanent peace to peninsula 

* — i — — — — -■ . '■••Tr . * > ^ «:V 2SSa 

North Korea insists it 
will only talk to US 



RICHARD LLOYD RARRY 

Tokyo 

North Korea appeared last 
night to have rejected a US- 
South Korean proposal for 
four-nation talks aimed at 
bringing about a permanent 
peace on the peninsula. 

Hours after the announce- 
ment of the joint initiative by the 
South Korean President, Kim 
Young Sam, and President Bill 
Clinton, the North Korean am- 
bassador to Moscow said his 
government did not need any 
mediators, and that it was pre- 
pared to negotiate with the 
United States alone. 

“At present other countries 
have no role to play in this 
area," Song Sung PC was quot- 
ed as saying. “There is no need 
for an international conference 
on this question.” 

The proposal, for a confer- 
ence involving China, the US, 
and the two Koreas. emerged 
from a summit on the South Ko- 
rean island of Cbeju, where Mr 
Clinton stopped en route to 
more talks in Japan and Russia. 

Emphasising that “the es- 
tablishment of a stable, per- 
manent peace on the Korean 
peninsula is the tas.k of the Ko- 
rean people", an announce- 
ment by the two presidents 
□one the less called for a gov- 
ernment-level meeting between 
representatives of the four 



Go home, Bill: Demonstrators in Tokyo protesting at Mr 
Clinton’s Japan visit, which began last night. High on the 
agenda will be security issues Photograph: Reuters 


countries, “as soon as possible 
and without preconditions ... 
aimed at achieving a permanent 
peace agreement" 

The Kim -Clin ton summit 
had originally been intended as 
little more than a handshaking 
session, but was upgraded after 
an interlude 10 days ago when 
North Korean troops made 
three illegal incursions into the 
demiliiarsed zone which divides 
the peninsula. 

Pyongyang has been presang 
for a direct treaty with Wash- 
ington to replace the military 
armistice which ended the Ko- 
rean War of 1950-53, a prospect 
which terrifies Seoul. 


Mr Clinton rejected that op- 
tion yesterday but the meeting 
raised the possibility of a four- 
way deal, involving all the main 
combatants in the war. 

It met with a cautious wel- 
come from Peking. “We have 
taken notes of reports on the 
four-way talks,” said Shea Guo- 
fcmg, a spokesman for the Chi- 
nese Foreign Ministry, before 
the North Korean statement. 
“What I can stress is that we 
hope peace and stability can be 
maintained and that China will 
play a constructive role.” 

Despite political uncertainty, 
a crumbling economy, and food 
shortages, Pyongyang has con- 


sistently rejected peace talks 
with the South. The last time 
they were floated was in 1994, 
but the idea fell through after 
tbe death ofKimD Sung, North 
Korea's founding president 

Soon after, Pyongyang pro- 
voked a crisE when it refused 
to admit inspectors to an atom' 
ic-energy plant which was 
suspected of generating 
weapons-grade plutonium. 

An international consortium 
formed to supply safe nuclear 
reactors to Pyongyang includ- 
ed South Korean officials but 
apart from these law-level tech- 
nical contacts there has been no 
official dialogue between the 
two sides. Even before North 
Korea's rejection, South Kore- 
an and US officials were warn- 
ing that the North was unlikely 
to leap at the proposal, which 
will doubtless be Hfcgnswt on 
the Japanese and Russian legs 
of Mr Clinton’s tour. 

Last night he arrived in 
Tokyo for a two-day visit in- 
tended to address the troubled 
US- Japan Security Treaty, a 
key component of American de- 
fence policy in Asia. Since Sep- 
tember, when a girl was raped 
by US troops on Okinawa, 
there have been demands in 
Japan for a cut in US bases. On 
Monday the US Defense Sec- 
retary, William Perry, unveiled 
a plan to reduce militaiy faefl- 
hies in Okinawa by up to a fifth. 



Peaceful intentions: Bill Clinton and the South Korean president, Kim Ybung Sam, on their 
way to a press conference on tire island of Cheju Photograph: Gregg Newton/Reuters 


Gaddafi overtures cut no ice with White House 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


The US seems mightily unim- 
pressed by a new offer from the 
Libyan leader, Muammar 
Gaddafi, to permit interna- 
tional inspection of a suspect- 
ed chemical-weapons plant near 
Tripoli, which Washington vows 
will never enter service, even if 
it has to use militaiy force to 
prevent it doing so. 

In a CNN interview marking 
the tenth anniversary of Presf- 
dent Ronald Reagan’s bombing 
of the Libyan capital. Col 
Gaddafi denied that the site, in- 


side a hiH at Tarhuna, 35 miles 
the capital, was being developed 
as a secret, well-nigh invulner- 
able site to manufacture chem- 
ical and biological weapons. 

The US had produced no 
concrete evidence to support its 
claims, he said. None the less, 
Libya was ready to permit in- 
ternational experts to examine 
the site, albeit under certain 
conditions which Col Gaddafi 
would uol specify. 

But such equivocation will not 
satisfy Washington which, de- 
spite some scepticism from al- 
lies including Egypt and France, 
has gone to unusual lengths to 


single out Tarhuna as a menace 
to global security - complete 
with a warning by William Per- 
ry, Defense Secretary, that the 
US was prepared to attack the 
plant if necessary to prevent its 
completion. This is ukefy with- 
in 12 to 18 months, according 
Lo intelligence estimates here. 

Although Pentagon officials 
say the US wQl first seek to halt 
the plant by diplomatic means, 
they leave no doubt that the mil- 
itary threat is real. Countering 
claims that, short of nuclear 
weapons, the Pentagon had no 
means of knocking out so well 
protected a target, they point to 


ground-penetrating bombs like 
the 5,0001b GBU-28, said to be 
capable of piercing 100ft of 
soil or concrete 22ft thick. 

Washington, moreover, has 
attacked Libya before, as the 
setting of the interview under- 
lined. The Libyan leader spoke 
in the ruins of his house de- 
stroyed when F-llls bombed 
Tripoli on 16 April 1986, in 
reprisal for an attack at a Berlin 
nightclub which killed two US 
soldiers. Mr Reagan said the US 
had firm evidence of “direct" 
Libyan responsibility. 

More details of Tarhuna 
emerged at a Pentagon briefing 


last week on chemical-weapons 
proliferation, including an 
artist's impression of the site 
based on satellite photos. It 
shows a partially excavated and 
terraced desert hillside, with 
roads leading to tunnels bored 
into the foot of the mountain. 

Once complete, officials say, 
ThrhunawiD be able to produce 
110 tons of poison and nerve 
gases over three years, as much 
as at Rabta, a previous sus- 
pected Libyan chemical- 
weapons plant that was closed 
after a fire in 1990. “We have 
absolutely no doubt ... the new 
facility is intended to make 


chemical weapons," Patrick 
Hughes, head of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, said. 

But domestic politics also 
play a part. Anxious to fend off 
Republican criticism that he is 
neglecting defence, Mr Clinton 
wants to show his administration 
is responding to the new chal- 
lenges of a post-Cold Wkr world- 
above all to the threat posed by 
proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Even so. Col Gaddafi spoke 
almost warmly of him in the in- 
terview, calling Mr Clinton “a 
man of peace”, unlike his pre- 
decessors in the White House. 



Gadaffi responds to q u estion s 
on an alleged chemical facility 
in Libya during an interview 
with CNN News on Monday 


Germany abandons '£ 

personnel mines 

Bonn — . Gennao armed forces 
^Srandon the use erf an U-pcr- 
sonnel landmines andgrad^- 
»v abolish their stockpiles to set 
a example far ofcr «un- 
trieTofficials said yestwday. 

conference resuming next wok 
that aims to curtail use of the 

weapons that indBcnmmi^ 

iriii or maim more than 
people a year. Reuter. 

Plea to President 

Nairobi — As internal rivalries 
plague Kenya’s legal opposition 

parties, leaders of the Safina 
party, formed 10 months ago, 
urged President Daniel arap 
Moi to help legalise their group- 
There has been no official ex- 
planation why authorities have 
not registered Safina, whose in- 
terim secretary general is pale- 
ontologist Richard Leakey-A/’ 

Liberian clashes 

Monrovia — Gangs of youths, 
some armed with grenade 
launchers, advanced towards 
barracks in the centre of the 
Liberian capital where ethnic 
Krahn militiamen axe holed 0 
up. Machine-gun fire echoed 
around the Barclay Training 
Centre complex, where up to 
20,000 are trapped. Reuter 

‘Tunnel gangsters’ 

Berlin — Six men known as the 
“tunnel gangsters" went on tri- 
al on charges of stealing 163m 
German marks (£7. 3m) from a 
Commerzb ank branch in Berlin 
on 27 June last year. Hie rob- 
bers escaped through an 80- 
metre tunnel they had dug over 
the preceding 18 months. AP 

Romanian elections 

Bucharest — Romania’s left- 
wing government yesterday set 
a 2 June date for nationwide lo- 
cal elections. Interest will focus 
on the capital where retired ten- 
nis star Hie Nastase is standing 
for the ruling Party of Social 
Democracy (PDSR). Reuter 

Airport shooting 

Jakarta — Indonesia's mili- 
tary opened an investigation 
yesterday into the killing of 10 
soldiers and five rivflians by an 
army officer who ran amok ai 
T imika airport in Irian Jaya. a 
militaiy official said. Reuter 

Israel remembers 

Jerusalem — Israel came to a 
halt for two minutes to re- 
member the six milli on Jews ex- 
terminated by the Nazis during 
World War TWo. Reuter 
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In Tax Arrears? 

< 

There’s still time to get your act together 


The curtain goes op cm April 6th 1996. That’s when the 
first Sdf Assessment tax year begins. 

& if you have any outstanding business with, the Inland 
Revenue (Hike overdue tax forms or unpaid bills) dr are 
unsure of your tax position, now’s the time to get it dfiffedi 
up. After April yotifl be under a new legal obfigafSon to make 
a record of your income and expenses- You’ll need to keep 
these records for about two years, or up to six years ■ 
ff you’re self- employed. 

What records do you need to keep ... ? 

They include bank and building society 
statements, dividend vouchers, business 


that could relate to your tax. 

How to avoid penalties ■ 

There wifi be a dear timetable setting but what you 
have to do by who. Sending backytxr tax return and makh$ 
paymeits on time w3 mean you avoid interest' aid penalties. 
Read the leaflet in your next tax return .......... 

find out more by reading the special leaflet we’re included 
with your next tax retia-n, which should arrive soon. 

Alternatively, for free in-formation guides, just send us the 
coupon or telephone our special numbert anytime. calls 
■are charged at the local rate.) ....... 


0345 16*15 14 ^ 


http :// ww w.op en.gov. uk/iri rev/ir I eafi, ht m 
— — 24hr 24hr Z4hr.~~-. Z4fir— — 
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Revenue 


Please send me more information about Self Assessment. Please tick a box if you arei 
Self-employed □ Employed □ A Pensioner □ Seeking work □ 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Hiss/Ms) 

Address 

Postcode SA/idD/s/ 0/2 

PLEISE KETDRR COUPON TO. SELF ASSESSMENT 90 lOX 5S5 BRISTOL IS99 50/ 

: Sdf Assessment- a 


-; ; V4 


ilVwderv 

' i WUU#«V£A LOOK BADS 

Setting the standards 



in personal computing. 


Whatever sort of day you nave, trust Viglen to make 
your Bte easier. 

A range ol PCs with a unique cxxntsnaiion oi 
leading edge technology and tremendous value, every 
one of Vgien's products has buflt-n upgradeabitlty tar 
tature developments and Rfenme technical support . 
your guarantee of peace of m'ncU 

Urtte wonder that Viglen's products have won 
countless awards bme and time again, or ihal Viglen is 

a teadng supplier not only to businesses an over the 
UK tut also government, pubfic sector, education and 
the home market 

And because you're buyVig efirect from a leading 
British manufacturer, you're also guaranteed 
unbeatable value lor money, defiver ed ngm to your 
door 

See how Viglen can change your life, whether you 
use your PC lor work or far play. 

Prices tor a Viglen MutfmecKa system with a 
75MHz Penman- Processor start from only Cl 199 
(ire delivery + vat) and go alt the way up to 
delivery + vat) tor a fully featured top ol the range Genie 
PCI Mulbmecfe PC with 166MHz Pentum- Processor 

CaB 0181 758 7000 to place your order or for 
your tree copy of Bte VJgJsn Direct Guide, and we 
guarantee you'll sever look back. 


THE VK3JEN HOME EtolTMEDtA PC 


75MHz PENTIUM’ 
PROCESSOR 

B Vtg&i Contender 
BteaOMeES System 
M 8MB RAM 

■ 540MB HD 

■ 14" SW34 Cotour Matter 

■ Moosoft Mouse 

MOuad speed CD ROM Dim 

■ PCI Graphics Cato 

■ Stereo ^eaters & 

Maophbne 

■ Mcrosoft-WWbw-gs 

■ Si* Software TBes as sham 


r.-ras 



Sac d a H— ry+VUT 


(£1005,43 


Design'd tor 


W# haw a satecton at epectai corlanKn 
MuKmeda nwkfc «Nch mean ddw 
ttKtitn 3 day* from cfcwancs at pnymant 
Smrtr, ftana us lor man duals. 


pentiurrf 

Tel 0181 758 7000 

Fax 0181 758 TWQ 

Vi B .cn Ll-lfd. Alrcr.on Laae . Alpcr.on, Middle,., «AO 1DX. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND YOUR FBEE COPY OF THE VIGL EN DIRECT GUIDe'^^ 0 R RETURN THE COUPON 



Name 

Address 


Title 


Postcode 


Telephone 


Ptexv sund me rrm 1 rtcmuiwn on ns Viglen range ol personal computus 
Cvwsrdw.Gra*pdV^»n:wd«m*«Bot^g|»itjni*Bd Mieromh. MS^OS. WMom 95 
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Building Society 

customer? 


Call the helplines 

below. 


a with- 
' <nc*n, 
e go 
> jrce- 

* agai 

* will 


• Vi UK* 





The better we get the bigger we get; Qian’s No. 1 private motor insurer. Three quarters of a million home insurance customers. The fastest growing mortgage 
lender in the country. A personaI|©;m a^eed. every three minutes. The UK’s most innovative savings plan. Call Direct Line, we’re waiting to help you. 
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When the 


truth is 


too hard 


to bear 


Robert Block in Johannesburg 
witnesses a nation struggling to 
come to terms with its grief 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 


At one point yesterday, when a 
man's humiliation and pain 


man's humiliation and pain 
pain filled the East London City 
hall to bursting point. Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu, the 
chairman of South Africa’s 
Troth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission, simply laid his head on 
the table in from of him and be- 
can to weep uncontrollably. 

“ When he finally stopped cry- 
ing. he lifted his head, wiped Kis 
face and called a recess. It was 
the second day of commission 
hearings whose aim is to start 
a process of healing South 
Africa after the brutality of 
apartheid. 

If the first day of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion s proceedings on Monday 
v. as marked by a swarm of in- 
ternational television cameras 
and witnesses* composure, then 
yesterday's hearings were no- 
table for their surprising lack of 
media presence and for the 
tears that the testimonies of 
victims’ mothers and wives gen- 
erated. 

Archbishop Tutu broke down 
:tt the testimony of Singqok- 


wana Mai gas. who served 14 
years at the notorious Robben 
Island prison, where he was of- 
ten tortured, .Asked to detail the 
tortures, he said: “I was always 
suffocated by a mask. Then 
there was the ‘helicopter train- 
ing' - they put a broomstick un- 
der your knees and then...” 
The man’s face contorted at the 
memory, and it was more than 
than the archbishop could bear. 

He was not the only one to 
cry. Witnesses, onlookers, com- 
mission gophers and j oumalists 
all broke down at one time or 
another as the widows and 
mothers of apartheid activists 
laid bare their personal pain and 
loss to the world. 

Sometimes the tears seemed 
to be contagious. A witness 
would start to sob and then a 
member of the audience would 
begin to cry. Soon the tears 
would spread like a bush fire, 
until it seemed like almost 
everyone in (he room was weep- 
ing, wiping their eyes or trying 
to push a lump back down their 
throat. One foreign observer 
was overheard to remark: ‘This 
country is so traumatised. If one 
person is hurt, then so is every- 
body.” 



KwaZulu * 



inquiry to 
weigh fraud 

accusations 
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A young spectator arrives at yesterday's hearing of South Africa's Truth and Iteconctlatlon Commission Photograph: AFP 


President Nelson Mandela and 
his Zulu rival. Chief Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi, yesterday 
agreed to form an all-party 
commission to investigate al- 
leged fraud ahead of next 
month’s local elections in South 
Africa's most troubled province, 
writes Robert Block- The deci- 
sion came amid accusations 
and countercharges of rigged 
voting rolls and political thug- 
gery in KwaZulu-NataL 
Mr Mandela's African Na- 
tional Congress says it has evi- 
dence of massive fraud ahead 
of the 29 May local elections in 
the province which is ruled by 
Chief Buthelezi 's Inkatha Free- 
dom Party. According to Mike 
Sutcliffe, "a leading ANC mem- 
ber in the province, between 30 
and 60 per cent of names on 


But reliving and relieving 
the pain of victims is what the 
Commission is all about. Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela's gov- 
ernment of national unity set up 
the Truth Commission to reveal 
as much as possible of hither- 
to hidden abuses during the 
apartheid era in the hope that 
by doing so, the nation will be 
able to heal its conscience. 

The first witness to testily was 
Ncediwe Mfeii. a cousin of 
Deputy President Thabo Mbe- 
ki, and the wife of PhindQe 
Mfeti, a student at the Univer- 
sity of NataL who disappeared 
in "1987. She told the court how 
Phindiie was placed under 
house arrest and then banned 
to the Transkei. She spoke of 


her last conversation with him 
while he was at university: he 
had just bought a new pair of 
jeans that he was going to take 
to a tailor for alterations. That 
was the last she had heard 
from him. She described bow, 
since bis disappearance, she had 
desperately tried to fit togeth- 
er the pieces of the puzzle of her 
husband's disappearance. 

When asked what she ex- 
pected from the Commission, 
she replied that she wanted her 
husband's body. “Even if he was 
burned,” she said in a whisper. 
“If only I could get a little 
bone or ashes that were his.” 

Toni Mazwai, 83, told the 
Commission that her son Siphi- 
we was killed in a 1988 shoot- 


out with police after he joined 
the armed wing of President 
Nelson Mandela's then-banned 
African National Congress. She 
cried as she explained that the 
police had kepL the body for so 
long that it had begun decom- 
posing and was beyond em- 
balming when it was delivered 
to the undertakers. 

Archbishop Tutu had to ad- 
journ the hearings for IS min- 
utes to allow Nomondc Calata 
to compose herself She had col- 
lapsed in her chair with a cry of 
anguish which hushed the 
packed assembly as she de- 
scribed the moment in 1985 
when she first suspected her 
teacher husband. Fort Calata, 
had been killed by security 


W ith/ozz Greats you can lie back and relax 
with some of the greatest jazz musicians 
of all time. Each fortnight it brings you an 
hour of music from a jazz legend on CD or cassette. 
Each carefully chosen track has been digitally re-mastered 
to let you hear the music as it was meant to be heard, 
while the accompanying magazine looks at their life and 
times, highlights key moments in the history of jazz and 
puts their work in context giving you an insight into 
some of this century's greatest musicians. 


Spend an 
hour with 


Billie Holiday 
for just 

£1.99 



In part one read Billie Holiday's harrowing tale 
of prostitution and drugs- Follow her path from poor 
servant to jazz siren as you listen to masterpieces like 
Strange Fruit and Summertime. 

Featuring such masters as Louis Armstrong, Duke 
JEUington, Fats Waller, EOa Fitzgerald, spanning New 
Orleans Ragtime to bebop and latino, Jazz Greats builds 
into the ultimate collection of die world's jazz music. 


“Their lives, their times, but most of 
all their music.” 
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police. “Some friends came to 
nty house lo tell me I should not 
be alone at a time like this. I was 
only 20. 1 could not deal with it,” 
Mm Calata said before break- 
ing into uncontrollable sob- 
bing. 

Speaking through aXhosa in- 
terpreter, Mrs Calata said that 
whim she viewed the body of her 
husband: “The dogs had bitten 
him very severely. I could not 
believe the dogs had already had 
their share.” 

Graeme Simpson, the direc- 
tor of the Centre of the Study 
of Violence and Reconcilia- 
tion. said the the outpouring of 
emotion was a positive thing. 
“What we are starting to see is 
a process of catharsis.” 


rolls throughout the province 
are fraudulent. The ANC wants 
the polls postponed. 

But Chief Buthelezi, who is 
also a junior partner and Min- 
ister of Home Affairs in Mr 
Mandela’s Government of Na- 
tional Unity, rejects charges 
that Inkatha'is behind any fraud 
and has threatened to pull out 
of the government if the polls 
do not go ahead as planned. 

With some polls suggesting 
there has been a shift in urban 
areas of the province away from 
the ANC and to Inkatha, the 
chief has the scent of political 
victory in his nostrils and does 
not want to risk a delay. Chief 
Buthelezi could use an electoral 
boost in his province to strength- 
en his hand in his disagreements 


with Mr Mandela over the ques- 
tion of provincial autonomy. 

But the charges of fraud and 
the accusations by nnn-gov- 
em menial organisations that 
Inkatha has created vast ‘ no- 
go" areas in the countryside for 
people who do not support 
Inkatha are such that other 
parties have also recommend- 
ed that the polls be postponed. 

The National Party of Deputy 
President FW de Klerk recom- 
mended a special commission to 
look into the matter, and Mr 
Mandela has accepted the plan. 
“I have derided lo appoint a 
committee of all parties at par- 
liament," the President said af- 
ter talks with Chief Buthelezi in 
Cape Town. “That committee 
will investigate the allegations 
and I will act on the basis of their 
recommendations.” 

Mr Mandela said irregulari- 
ties to be investigated included 
the regist ration of more than 70 
people at one address and reg- 
istration of voters at vacant 
lots. , Asked if it was posable the 
elections might be postponed. 
Mr Mandela said: “They (Ihe 
committee] may say there must 
be a postponement". I will listen 
to their recommendation." 

Chief Buthelezi said he wel- 
comed the decision to appoint 
the committee, but made it 
clear that if the vote were put 
off his party could still decide 
to pull out of the government. 

According to one report yes- 
terday. the situation is compli- 
cated because in many areas the 
ANC is also rigging voter lists. 
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‘Scum’ charge levelled at 
Sydney murder suspect 



ROBERT MILL! KEN 

Sydney 


There was a tense moment in 
Australia’s backpacker murder 
trial yesterday when a friend of 
two British women described the 
man accused of killing them and 
five other hi tch-hikere as “scum”. 

Pauline Vuletich had just giv- 
en evidence in the New South 
Wiles Supreme Court about her 
friendship with Joanne Wri- 
ters and Caroline Clarke, both 
22, whose bodies were found in 
the Belanglo State Forest south 
of Sydney in September 1992, 
five months after they disap- 
peared. Ms Whlters had suffered 
multiple stab wounds and Ms 
Clarke had been shot 10 times 
in the head. 

Ivan Milat, a 51-year-old 
road worker, has pleaded not 
guilty to charges of murdering 
the Britons, three Germans 
and two Australians. He has also 
denied a charge of kidnapping 
Paul Onions, another British 


tourist, who identified Mr Mi- 
lat in court three weeks ago as 
the man who abducted him 
and threatened him with a re- 
volver on the road near the for- 
est in January 1990. 

As Mrs Vuletich left the wit- 
ness box she waited past Mr Mi- 
lat in the dock. She turned 
towards him and said “scum”. 
He did not respond. 

Mrs Vuletich told the jury of 
eight men and four women 
how she had met Ms Walters 
while travelling in Greece in 
1990, before Mrs Vuletich mar- 
ried. They became friends and 
travelled to Australia together 
the following year. On the night 
of Good Friday 1992, Mrs 
Vuletich visited Ms Walters at 
her Sydney flat where Ms Wal- 
ters and Ms Clarke told her of 
their plans to hitch-hike to 
Western Australia in search 
fruit-picking jobs. 

“It was the last time I saw 
Joanne," Mrs Vuletich said. 
The two women disappeared af- 


ter setting out from Sydney to- 
gether the nexl day. 

Earlier, Gillian Walters. 
Joanne's mother, was over- 
come with emotion and unable 
to give evidence. Choking back 
sobs as she entered the witness 
stand, Mrs Walters nodded as 
Mr Justice David Hunt, the tri- 
al judge, asked her if she would 
prefer to be excused. 

Ray Walters, Joanne's father, 
said their daughter had left 
their home in south Wales for 
a travelling holiday with Mrs 
Vuletich l then Reid) in .Australia 
in May 1991. “She rang us every 
two weeks from Australia." he 
said. “She wouldn’t go any- 
where or change addresses with- 
oul letting us know." The 
telephone calls slopped on the 
Wednesday before Easter 1992. 

Caroline Clarke s parents. Ian 
and Jacqueline Clarke, of Hex- 
ham, Northumberland also gave 
evidence yesterday about their 
last contact with their daughter. 

The trial continues. 








Madonna with child 


Budapest — The American pop star 
Madonna, who once said she would 
advertise for a man to father her 
child, is pregnant with her first baby 
and is “deliriously happy* 4 , her publi- 
cist Liz Rosenberg, said yesterday. 
The father is her personal physical 
trainer, Carlos Leon (pictured with 
Madonna) whom the 37-year-old met 
in New York. 

Madonna is currently in Budapest, 
filming the screen version of Evito. 

Ms Rosenberg said Leon was a pro- 
fessional bicyclist who had become 
Madonna’s personal trainer, adding: 
“He also does a little acting and 
modelling.” Reuter 
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Israeli attack strangles Lebanon’s rebirth 


Robert Fisk in Bselim on the 
destruction of a power-station 
recently restored with foreign 
aid after the civil war 


If anyone wants proof of the 
aims behind Israel’s onslaught 
on Lebanon, they have only to 
drive along the 'broken road 
through the umbrella pines to 
the little village of Bselim. Just 
past the local monastery, the 
French and Swedish packing 
cases for the millions of dollars 
of new transformers still lie 
next to the smouldering wreck- 
age of the power-station that 
had just been restored with 
foreign aid after its civil war 
damage. Bselim was a symbol 
of Lebanon's rebirth. 

Until four Israeli F-16 
fighter-bombers dived on it and 
- in less than three minutes - 
destroyed £ 13m of equipment 
and cut Lebanon's power sup- 
ply by up to a third for the next 
IS months by firing 20 US-made 
laser-guided missiles into the 
plant. The great 150-kilowatl 
transformers were still burning 
yesterday as Mohib Itani, the 
director of Lebanon’s gen- 
erating board, the Electricity du 
Li ban, walked with anger 
through the ruins. 

“This is an act of sabotage.” 
he said. “The Israelis want to 
bomb Lebanon back to the 
dark ages. No HizboUah man 
has ever been here." 

Mr Itani is righL Bselim lies 
in the Christian heartland of 
Lebanon, among a community 
which has often shown sympa- 


thy for Israel's cause and has no 
love for the HizboUah. Israel 
claimed its attack on Monday 
was in retaliation for damage to 
■■Israel’s infrastructure” by 
HizboUah rockets. In fact, Is- 
rael’s infrastructure “damage" 
consisted ofa broken power line 
to a single house in Galilee. 

But the destruction of Bselim 
and the neighbouring sub-sta- 
tion at Jamhour has emascu- 
lated Lebanon’s power supply. 
Mr Itani estimates total 
destruction, along with the 
bombing of electrical switching 
systems in the south and a third 
station in the Bekaa, as dose to 
£54m. 

“Do you really think this was 
done because the HizboUah 
have been firing Katyushas 
[rockets]?" he asked, picking up 
a twisted piece of American 
missile fuselage as the burning 
silicone oU licked at the incin- 
erated transformers. Each of 
them was installed to convert 
the 150 kilovolt lines from 
Lebanon's two power stations 
at Zoukh and Jiye into 66 kilo- 
volt transmission to sub-sta- 
tions across the country. 

Two US-made missiles failed 
to explode and buried them- 
selves instead deep in the earth 
and concrete around the 
station. 

“This was done to attack 
Lebanon, to make us weak at 



Trying to be 

even-handed 
as rockets fly 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Kiryat Shmona 


A soldier dears nibble from a rocket-damaged block of flats in northern Israel yesterday Photograph: Jim Hoflandet/Reuter 


the moment of our rebirth,” Mr 
Itani said. 

A gateman at the station was 
wounded by shrapnel as the 
rockets exploded, devastating 
the home of the local plant di- 
rector, Sulieman Daher - one 


of the very few to realise bow 
the Israelis knew what to hit. 

“In their 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon, their soldiers broke 
through the gate and stole aU 
the plans and maps of the trans- 
former lines ana switching sys- 


tems,” he said. “At the time, we 
didn't understand why Lhey 
would ever want to take them 
away from us." 

whether French foreign min- 
ister, Henre de Charette, dis- 
cussed the power-station attack 


with the Israeli Prime Minister, 
Shimon Peres in Jerusalem yes- 
terday is unknown. He certainly 
should have done; because 
Bselim had been newly restored 
with the help of a £5m aid pack- 
age - from France. 


Diplomats fear lengthy campaign Britain’s Jews 
will work in guerrillas’ favour voice ‘concern’ 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

and MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 


Intense US efforts to halt Is- 
rael's pounding ofHxzboOah in 
southern Lebanon reflect a 
growing fear In Washington 
that continuation of the offen- 
sivt will only increase sympathy 
for the guerrilla movement in 
the Arab world and set back the 
faltering peace process even fur- 
ther. 

Although he is accompanying 
President Clinton on his current 
visit to Japan. Secretary of 
State Wmen Christopher is 
personally directing the diplo- 
matic drive to secure a cease- 
fire, buflt on an end to 
HizboUah rocket attacks on 
northern Israel and disarming 
the guerrillas, in return for a 
commitment by Israel to with- 
draw from its security zone in 
southern Lebanon. 

In essence, the plan is an en- 
larged version of an under- 


standing also brokered by 
Washington, which ended a 
similar Israeli onslaught against 
HizboUah positions in July 1993. 
But calls are increasing for 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres to 
call a halt unilaterally. 

Recognising that the offen- 
sive is “smart politics" for Mr 
Peres, ahead of this spring's 
election, the New York Times 
yesterday nonetheless insisted 
that “having made his point, he 
needs to bring the offensive to 
an end”. Israel had every right 
to defend itself from terrorist 
threats, said the paper, a 
staunch supporter of the Jew- 
ish slate. “But continuing the re- 
taliatory raids much longer can 
only reinforce HizboIIah’s mes- 
sage to Lebanese civilians.” 

France has also pressed for 
an end to the Israeli attacks, but 
has had little success. The 
French foreign minister, Herv6 
de Charette, pressed on yes- 
terday with his lone diplomat- 
ic mission to restore peace to 
south Lebanon, despite being 


given the brush-off by Mr Peres 
the previous evening. 

After what was acknowl- 
edged by Mr de Charette to be 
a failed meeting with the Israeli 
Prime Minister, the usefulness 
of his visits to Syria and 
Lebanon, and his telephone 
calls to Tehran, must be ques- 
tionable. Diplomatic moves by 
the US could leave France 
more visibly sidelined than it 
was even after the US became 
involved in Bomia and brokered 
the Dayton peace accords. 

The French Prime Minister, 
Alain Juppd, who has just re- 
turned from a five-day tour of 
the French Caribbean, issued a 
sharp reprimand to Israel, but 
strewed also the legitimacy of 



MICHAEL STREETER and 
DANIEL ROSEMAN 


Herv6 de Charette: Shuttle 
diplomacy has so far failed 


its security concerns. Mr Juppe's 
ireful do 


careful double emphasis ap- 
peared designed to move 
France closer to the stance of 
its EU partnere over the conflict 
Until Mr Juppd returned 
from the Caribbean^ the French 
response centred on its unique 
contacts in the region and the 


unique contribution it could 
make to restoring peace. 

This has added to an 
ession of a lack of eo- 
lation, if not actual frac- 
turing, in the organisation of 
French foreign polity between 
the foreign ministry, theprime 
minister’s office and the Elysde. 
where Jacques Chirac has 
pressed a more activist stance. 


Leaders of Britain's Jewish 
community have met with anti- 
terrorist squad officers this 
week following a threat by 
HizboUah, the Iranian-backed 
Muslim guerrilla group, to ex- 
tend its activities beyond the 
Middle East 

The meeting at Scotland 
Yard, part of a regular dialogue, 
discussed the extra threat 
caused by current events in 
Lebanon and northern Israel. 

The interception last week by 
Belgian police of an Iranian 
freighter carrying explosives 
which it was claimed were des- 
tined for Munich has also 
heightened fears that the Jew- 
ish diaspora faces fresh attacks. 

Michael Whine, spokesman 
for the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, said that over the 
past few days the BBC moni- 
toring service had recorded 
short-wave broadcasts from 
HizboUah threatening to extend 


their campaign to Jewish and Is- 
raeli targets outside the Middle 
EasL “Clearly this is of concern 
to us,” said Mr Whine. “When 
groups like HizboUah or Hamas 
make threats they invariably car- 
ry them out . .. They keep then- 
promises.” 

Mr Whine said the threats 
from HizboUah - and also 
Hamas - were being taken very 
seriously. The British commu- 
nity is not expected to take any 
extra measures, however. Sec- 
urity has been high since the 
bombing of the Israeli Em- 
bassy in London in July 1994. 

The Community Security Or- 
ganisation, run by the Jewish 
community nationally, sends 
out briefings to Synagogues on 
anti-semitic attacks and groups, 
and the Board of Deputies acts 
on any intelligence reports from 
Scotland Yard. Many syna- 
gogues have installed dosed cir- 
cuit TV cameras, trained 
volunteers in security and sur- 
veillance techniques, and meet 
regularly with local police. 


In 1944 a VI flying bomb land- 
ed in the garden of my parents’ 
home in St John's Wood, de- 
stroying the back of the house. 
My 'mother and father were 
bo'ih out and the only casually 
was the cat, which had aU its fur 
blown off. As a child. I was fas- 
cinated by an inlaid mosaic 
table which survived but with a 
line scoured where the blast had 
ripped out tiles. 

1 thought of the St John’s 
Wood house last Friday as Bibi 
Netanyahu, leader of the right- 
wing Likud party, told a CNN 
interviewer that the effect of 
Katyusha rockets on Kiryat 
Shmona, this northern Israeli 
town, was much the same as that 
of VI Dying bombs and V2 rock- 
ets falling on London. 

Watching Israelis on inter- 
national television on the day 
Mr Netanyahu spoke, it would 
be just posable to believe he was 
drawing a fair parallel. In the 
morning a Katyusha exploded 
in Kiryat Shmona beside a car, 
whose petrol tank exploded, 
badly burning Hanoi Huni, wife 
of the deputy mayor. CNN 
showed the car blazing. With- 
in hours Israel retaliated with 
artiDery fire and bombing which 
has since forced 400,000 
Lebanese to flee their homes. 

But there is no comparison 
between the scale of the casu- 
alties and destruction on the two 
sides of the bonier. Yesterday 
the Israeli army said HizboUah, 
the Lebanese guerrilla move- 
ment, had fired 120 Katyushas 
since Operation Grapes of 
Wrath began on Thursday. So 
far, Mrs Himi is the only seri- 
ous casualty; six or seven peo- 
ple have been lightly wounded. 
Higher figures given by some 
news agencies for the number 
injured include 30 people suf- 
fering from shock. 

Obviously it is more danger- 
ous this week to be in Kiryat 
Shmona and northern Galilee 
than in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem. 
But in contrast with 120 Hizbol- 
lah rockets in six days, Israeli 
guns have been firing more 
than 3.000 heavy rounds in a 24- 
hour period, according to UN 
officers. In addition, the air 
force has launched more than 
200 bomber or missile raids 
every day. In this way Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's comparison between 
Katyushas and the V weapons 
is wholly misleading. 

It is difficult for journalists to 
avoid giving the impression 


on the Israeli-Lebanese border, 
at 9am last Friday when we 
beard a salvo of rockets had hit 
Kiryat Shmona. We drove first 
to where a Katyusha had land- 
ed near a tree, blowing off 
branches and peppering hous- 
es with shrapneL 

The first person we met. 
Yitzhak Michaely, said: “1 can't 
believe my luck." He took us to 
his apartment and pointed to a 
hole in the plaster above a 
sofa. He reading a book and 
drinking coffee when a 
Katyusha exploded in the dis- 
tance. He left his seat and a sec- 
ond rocket exploded on the 
other side of the road, sending 
a piece of metal through the 
window which hit the wall 
where his bead had just been. 

The first Katyusha Mr 
Michaely heard was the one 
■which set fire to Mrs Hum's car. 
She was very unlucky: the rock- 
et hit the road as she drove past, 
the explosion digging a shallow 
hole in the tarmac about l2in 
across. The car was so badly 
burned you could not tell its 
original colour and the tyres had 
melted. 1 talked to a man who 
had helped Mrs Himi out of the 
car. He said at first he could not 
get the door of the car open and 
she was already on fire. 

Driving back to my hotel in 
MetulJa 1 intended to write a 
story solely about Mrs Himi and 


Mr Michaely. He was badly 


that the military operations by 
the suffe ' 


both sides, and tee suttenng 
they cause, is comparable. 1 was 
in Metulla, a pretty hilltop town 


frightened and she had 
fered terrible injuries. But 1 had 
misgivings, not about reporting 
what had happened to them, 
but of giving the impression that 
it was a typical event and that 
Kiryat Shmona was being 
pounded by rocket fire. 

In the event, the news of the 
attack was overtaken by the ar- 
rival of Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, and General 
Amnon Shahak, army chief of 
staff, at a nearby army base to 
confirm that Israel was going 
to retaliate by ordering people 
to leave 41 villages in Lebanon 
if they did not want to be hit by 
artillery and air strikes. 

Exaggeration of the extent of 
the bombardment of northern 
Israel creates its own political 
problems. Few Israelis go to 
northern Galilee: they get their 
idea of the Katyusha attacks 
from Israeli television and the 
press. 

Mr Peres has promised to 
stop the rockets, but he cannot 
deliver on this pledge unless the 
US persuades Syria to curb 
HizboUah. The Katyushas are 
too small and mobile to be suc- 
cessfully eliminated by artillery 
and air strikes alone.' If diplo- 
macy foils, the only alternative 
will be a ground offensive. 
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international 

France is 
urged to 
restrict 
migrants 


MARY DEJEV5KY 

Paris 

A French parliamentary com- 
mission has recommended 
wide-ranging measures to tight- 
en the country's immigration 
laws and reduce what its chair- 
man called the ‘'temptations*' of 
France as a place of refuge. The 
measures would include re- 
strictions on the right to free 
health care and education, com- 
pulsory finger-printing of visa 
applicants from particular coun- 
tries, and an extension of the 
time that suspected illegal im- 
migrants can be detained while 
their right to remain is verified. 

Introducing the report 
yesterday, the commission’s 
chairman, centre-right MP Jean- 
Pie rre Philibert, said illegal im- 
migrants in France could number 
anything between 250,000 and 
600,000 (though some say it is 
lower) and constituted a drain 
on the country's economy, par- 
ticularly on its health care bud- 
get. The recommendation is 
that people without residence 
papers should in future qualify 
only for emergency healtn-care 
and treatment for contagious dis- 
eases. He conjured up a picture 
of illegal immigrants basking in 
a profusion of free medical 
treatments courtesy of the 
French taxpayer. 

Tougher sanctions would also 
be introduced for those found 
to be employing illegal aliens, 
including the removal of a le- 
gal residence permit from all 
those involved that would open 
the way to deportation. Only 
parents -not uncles and siblings 
- would be able to register 
children for a school place, 
and under-age delinquents 
could find themselves deport- 
ed into the care of their home 
country's social services. 

Tl.e report was met with fu- 
rious objections from the polit- 
ical left - the four Socialist 
members of the commission 


refused to endorse it - and im- 
migrant support groups, and 
mild approval from the far- 
right National Front, which said 
the recommendations were "on 
the right track” but did not go 
far enough. 

A number of the recommen- 
dations, however, appeared to 
embarrass even sections of the 
mainstream political right The 
chairman of the parliamentary 
legislative affairs committee, 
Pierre Mazeaud warned that he 
could not subscribe to all the 
proposals and care would have 
to & taken to ensure the con- 
stitutional rights were not vio- 
lated. These include the rights 
to education, health and family 
life. All these caveats mean the 
report's recommendations will 
probably not become law in their 
current form. 

They do, however, serve a po- 
litical purpose, which is to con- 
vince the French public that the 
government is serious about 
combating illegal immigration. 
The silence on the issue of im- 
migration from mainstream 
candidates was widely seen as 
a reason why the National Front 
took a record 15.15 per cent of 
the vote in the presidential 
election and took control of 
three city councils in the mu- 
nicipal elections that followed. 

The tough stance taken by the 
French interior mhnstry since Mr 
Chirac’s election, which has in- 
cluded security checks intro- 
duced in the wake of last 
summer’s terrorist bombings - 
and applied largely to people of 
north African appearance, has 
led some critics to say that the 
government is doing the Na- 
tional Front’s job for it. 

A report for the UN Human 
Rights Commission published 
in Geneva last week spoke of a 
“wave of xenophobia and 
racism” sweeping France that 
was “highly prejudicial" to its 
claim to be the "homeland of 
human rights”. 



Silence front 
Russia over 
‘secret’ base 


Steam driven; Chinese cyclists emerge from a man-made fog on a Peking cycle lane yesterday as workmen mending 
underground pipes, used to heat apartment buildings, released boding water on to the street Photograph: Greg BaketfAP 

China tries to halt march of Aids 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

China's south -western province 
of Yunnan will set up Aids 
quarantine checkpoints along hs 
borders with South-East Asia in 
an attempt to stop the increase 
of HTV infection in the worst af- 
flicted part of the country. 

However, the idea of a dis- 
ease-prevention belt along its 
borders with Vietnam, Laos 
and Burma appears to be a 
throw-back to Peking’s much- 
critirised view that Aids is a for- 
eign evil rather than a problem 
which China must address as a 
domestic issue. 

There are about Z500 official 
cases of HIV infection in Chi- 
na, but many experts believe the 
real number is nearer 100,000. 
Yunnan province, which has a 
serious heroin-addiction and 
drug-trafficking problem be- 
cause of its proximity to the 
Golden Triangle opium-growing 
countries, accounts for more 


than three -quart ere of the offi- 
cial number. 

Yesterday, it was announced 
that the Yunnan provincial gov- 
ernment would spend about 
500m yuan (£40m) to set up in- 
fectious-disease checkpoints 
and protection belts at sa cross- 
ing points along the 2^5 00-mile 
border. 

The province would also im- 
prove grassroots prevention 
programmes to control dis- 
eases including Aids, cholera 
and leprosy, said Yang 
Chaobin, of the provincial 
health department. 

There were no details as to 
how the checkpoints would 
work, and the booming border 
trade across these very porous 
borders wifi present a consid- 
erable challenge to the plan. 
Nor is it dear what the check- 
points will actually check. Yun- 
nan's border towns do not have 
the resources for large-scale 
testing, and any requirement 
that travellers cany Aids-test 


certificates would seem both im- 
practical and vulnerable to forg- 
eries. Given die ease with which 
people manage to smuggle 
drugs into Yunnan, the idea of 
polking the whole border is un- 
realistic. 

China has traditionally 
viewed Aids as a “foreign prob- 
lem”. Even now, any foreigner 
who wants to live in C hina 
must first present a very recent 
Aids test certificate. Chinese re- 
turning from living abroad must 
similarly be tested. 

It is only over the past year 
that Chinese authorities have 
started to be more open about 
the need for Aids education and 
public-health measures, and to 
treat Aids as a potential Chinese 
problem. The country’s first 
national Aids education and 
publicity campaign was 
launched only last November, 
on World Aids Day. Along with 
the economic boom of the past 
decade, China has also experi- 
enced a surge in the number of 


drug addicts, fuelling what in 
other Asian countries has been 
the first wave of HTV infection. 

While most Chinese people 
tend to be extremely reticent 
when talking about sex, the 
past 10 years has also seen a 
boom in prostitution, especial- 
ly in the cities and fast-growing 
coastal areas. This has been true 
at all levels of society. 

China’s strict family-plan- 
ning rules mean that many 
women rely on IUDs for con- 
traception, and condoms are not 
popular with Chinese men, fur- 
ther increasing the possibility of 
HTV infection. 

China’s vast floating popu- 
lation of 90 million also adds 
to the problem in organising 
Aids education. 

Every year millions of fann- 
ers leave behind their wives and 
children and head for the con- 
struction sites of China’s cities, 
out of the clutches of the au- 
thorities. and often into the 
arms of prostitutes. 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Government officials in 
Moscow were yesterday main- 
taining a stony silence over a 
report that Russia is building a 
huge underground military 
complex in the Ural moun- 
tains. , , 

According to yesterdays New 
■York Tones , the structure is 
hidden inside the Yamantau 
mountain in the southern Urate 
and is served by a railroad and 
a major road, and employs 
thousands of workers. 

The newspaper, quoting un- 
named Western and Russian 
sources, says the project, which 
has reportedly been spotted by 
US satellites, has mystified 
American experts, who believe 

it may be anything from a secret 

weapons plant to an under- 
ground command post, for use 
m the event of nuclear war. 

Although the US has appar- 
ently been aware of the site for 
some years, the issue has sur- 
faced publicly at an awkward 
time for President Clinton, who 
will arrive in Moscow on Friday 
for a G7 summit on nuclear 
safely and related issues. His ad- 
ministration is spending hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars 
helping Russia dismantle thou- 
sands of unwanted nuclear 
weapons in the aftermath of the 
Cold War. 

He has also personally made 
little effort to disguise his sup- 


port for Mr Yeltsin s efforts to 
be re-elected as president- 
against a strong Communist 
challenge. But. to «m approval 
in Congress for financing Russ- 
ian nuclear disarmament, his 
administration has had to con- 
vince congressmen that the 

Russians - who are desperate- 
ly short of funds - are not un- 
dertaking new military projects, 
apart from defensive ones. 

Yesterday, Russia s Ministry 
of Defence and Foreign Mm- 
isby refused to comxueiit. obuk 
project, or its purpose. A De- 
fence Ministry spokesman 
shrugged off inquiries: We 
haven’t read the pai^ r 3®*- 
we have no reaction." 

The New York Tones said, ac- 
cording to some Russian offi- 
cials, the project began during 
the Brezhnev era. But, despite , 
being strapped for cash - mil- 
lions of workers have suffered 
late wages — the Russian gov- 
eminent had evidently decided 
to continue with the work, a de- 
rision which underscores the in- 
fluence that the military still 
wields within the Kremlin. 

Such is the size of the {jroject 
that it has been the subject of 
several reports in the Russian 
local media, including those in 
Beloretsk. not far from site. 
These reveal that worried locals 
have been told by officials (hat 
the project is, variously, a store 
for state treasures, a mine, a 
food depot, a dump for nuclear 
waste, and a nuclear bunker. 


Man held over mass 
killings in Ukraine 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

After a hunt in which national 
guards were called in, police in 
Ukraine believe they have 
caught a man who killed 40 peo- 
ple, including eight families. 

Officials said the suspect, an 
unemployed 37-year-old for- 
mer forestry student identified 
only as “Citizen O”, confessed 
to a rampage through the for- 
mer Soviet republic in which vic- 
tims were shot and their homes 
burnt In a string of normally 


peaceful and backward rural 
communities, he broke into 
homes, wiping out men, women 
and children as they slept. 
Troops were called in to assist 
with the search. The terror be- 
gan on 30 December, when he 
killed a family of four and a 
passer-by thought to have seen 
him escaping. 

Ukraine’s First Deputy In- 
terior Minister said the suspect, 
“psychologically normal”, had 
confessed to 10 other killings 
since 1989, committed before 
his latest rampage. 
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If you're regularly paying interest on outstanding 

balances, the Stepdown Card could save you money 

and increase your spending power. It offers: 
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Is your mortgage 
better protected 
than your family? 



The chances are that, if the worst should happen. 

H your life assurance will take care of the mortgage. 

f* Bui can you say the same for your family? 

•ft!? 

Who will pay the bills for those you love the 
most if you're not there? 

to; 

^ Fortunately, there is an economical way to 

|| ensure that yonr family is properly protected - 
especially during the years when new clothes. 

.p holidays and even the weekly shopping can put a 
heavy burden on your income. 

$0 Allied Dunbar’s straightforward term assurance 
can provide a substantial sum to your dependants 
should you die within the period insured, at a price 

‘‘"if 

'‘Xr- that's real value. Depending on your pension 

«yiji 

^ arrangements you may be able to obtain tax relief, 

if. means your monthly contributions could 

work ouT’to^, as little as a few pence per day." 

noyyfota personal quote on 


You may even qualify for higher rate income tax 
relief on those contributions — meaning you can get 
even more protection for your money. 



And applying is simple; we can take most of 
yonr details over the phone. Call us now for 
more information and a personal quote and we’Jl 
send you a free Allied Dunbar ballpoint pen. 
Alternatively, if you visit us on the Internet at 
http://www.allieddunbar.co.uk, you can obtain 
your quote, plus some free information on Will 
Writing, from our site. Either way, you’ll discover 
exactly how little it costs to make your family as safe 
as houses. And when you purchase your plan, you 
may also qualify for a free luxury travel wallet. 
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“With all the suspension and safety improvements underway, you 
what the new Rover 800 Series could do with now?” we asked our designe 
“A new interior. Adding more burr walnut to the doors and consoles 
would be a start. Make the carpets even thicker cut pile while you re gQQ 

1 1 RELAX. 

about it. That way drivers will feel more at home at the wheel. Speaking of ROVER 
which, that’s where you could mount the hi-fi controls for extra convenience. 
Leather would be good there, too. Maybe even around the gearstick and 
handbrake. And how about colour coordinating the new carpet and mats range 
with the piping on our luxury seats? It might just be the perfect finishing touch. 
Who says there’s no place like home? 


To fully appreciate the new decor, call us for a test drive on 0345 186 186. 
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Who do these guys 

think they are? 

Judges have made themselves darlings of the 
left for repeatedly challenging the Government, 
but are they really fit to play politics? 

David Walker reports 

So you want to 
be a judge ... 


I t was Sir Richard Scott who summed it up. 

For more than two years Sir Richard was 
painted by the Conservative establishment as 
a near revolutionary, not One of Us, an out- 
sider. Yet soon after he delivered his report 
on arms exports to Iraq Sir Richard, the epit- 
ome of the independent judiciary so disliked 
by the Government, revealed the other side of 
his life. 

A press photographer caught him dressed 
to the nines in hunting garb on the back of an 
Irish mare about to go fox-hunting. The Tom 

Paine of the High Court 

was suddenly exposed as 
a rich man spending his 
leisure as such folk do. 

Last summer there 
was a fuss after the dis- 
covery that judges hear- 
ing cases at Lewes Court 
were put up in a mansion 
nestling in the Downs at 
Telscombe. The judges 
were bemused. Opulent 
stone manor houses.are* . 
after all, where many of 
them live. 

High court judges earn £103,(100 a year plus 
perks. The upper ranks of the judiciary, from 
High Court judges up to Lords of Appeal, are 
all white and (bar eight) male. Four out of five 
were educated at Oxbridge. A gu estimate is 
that nearly nine out of 10 attended a public 
school; if not, they went to a direct grant or 
good grammar. Judges are not, in the words of 
the judicial oath, “all manner ofpeople". 

Officially, that makes no difference. The 
Lord Chancellor's Department gave evidence 
to the House of Commons home affairs com- 
mittee in February: “Whatever their social 
background, almost all candidates in the course 
of lengthy experience in legal practice will have 
become familiar with serial conditions and 
behaviour in many and diverse situations.” 


The social 
background of the 
judiciary does 
matter - holders of 
power ought to 
match society 


There is a case for toff judges: they will have 
the confidence to beard their social equals. 
Simon Lee, author al Judging Judges makes the 
point diplomatically. “Perhaps aloof judges are 
more likely to take a counter-majoritarian 
position. Unrepresentaliveness doesn't pre- 
clude understanding or a commitment to 
rationality." 

The problem is that their rationality is 
called into question when they hand down sen- 
tences that appear inappropriate or make 
remarks that reveal what appears to be deep- 

seated ignorance of everyday 

life. Then the argument is that 
they would make better deci- 
sions if they were more 
representative. 

Both the Lord Chancellor, 
who now advertises to recruit 
some judges, and the Bar Coun- 
cil. representing the barristers 
from whose- ranks all senior 
appointments are made, warn 


anything else could look a recipe for exclusion 
and oppression. 

Forjudges this has become a more pressing 
question as their role has become more polit- 
ically controversial; they arc doing things that 
require them to be more representative. This 
was what the Lord Chief Justice. Lord Taylor 
of Gosforth. was getting at when he said that 
if the judges are going to get into public debates 
through the medi3 they need to be more in 
touch. The implication, given Lord Taylor’s 
own only slightly non-standard background 

(Newcastle upon Tyne 

Royal Grammar School, T , . , , 

Pembroke College, Cam- it ClOeS flOt matter 

bridge), could be that 


There may be a fallacy in the argument that 
a bench with more women and more compre- 
hensive school-educated judges will, as a 
result, be more “liberal”. 

"Look at working-class magistrates, they 
tend to be authoritarian.” says the David 
Downs cf the London School of Economics. 
“Black magistrates are harder on black 
defendants.” 

Unrepresentative as they are. judges have 
been changing their courtroom body language. 
The bench, experts say, is unquestionably 

more modern and more open, 

even if its occupants still live in 
Sir 


country houses. Sir Hany 

onuge ). couio ne mat , _ _ WooJf, Sir Stephen Sedlcy. 

judges need to be more HOW TGprGSGnLSXlVG Lord Browne-Wilkinson are 

like the rest of us. * j , _ • n , widely regarded inside and oul- 

There is a gronndswell JU.QgGS 2LT6 II Wllclt side the courts as class acts, 
of opinion in favour of n ... . , L _ LJ , "A judge’s background mat- 

judicial activism, with LllGy QO UnQGZTfllllGS ters far less than their skills in 


things to change. 

?ulsory 


& 


The compulsory vocational 
course for intending barristers 
... formerly offered only in the 

Inns of Court in London is now available else- 
where. The Bar Council this week publishes a 
new equality code. A clearing system operates 
for entry into barristers' chambers which, in 
principle ought to moke it easier for those with- 
out connections to make it in the law. 

It’s not quite a legal revolution. Of 8,390 
practising barristers 282 are self-identified as 
black. There are 61 women QCs, up from only 
50 two years ago. (There are 957 male QCs, up 
from 845 two years ago.) The pool from which 
future judges will come is broader but only by 
a little. 

There are good reasons why the social back- 
ground of the judiciary matters. One is that 
holders of power and authority ought roughly 
to match society at large in their composition; ground makes them beholden to no one. 


the democratic 

.V 

process 


judges reviewing more 
government decisions by 
government ministers. It 
is because judges are 
being drawn on lo this 
ditkart terrain that Lord 
aylor has given given his colleagues the green 
light to hold press conferences and make pub- 
lic speeches. 

The judges' repeated clashes with govern- 
ment and Michael Howard, the Home Secre- 
tary, in particular, have made them the darlings 
of the political left. The bible for the left used 
to be John Griffiths’ 77ie Politics of the Judi- 
ciary , which linked a series of anti-Labour court 
decisions in the Seventies with the socially 
restricted background of judges in the the 
higher courts. 

The left's problem is that judges are still toffs 
but are now knocking down Tory government 
decisions. That show of independence seems 
to support Lee’s argument that their back- 


judicial reasoning.” according 
to Professor Geoffrey Jowell of 
University College. London. 
“What is different is, for exam- 
ple, the degree of interaction 
that there now is between Eng- 
lish judges and the jurisprudence of other coun- 
tries. They are in touch.” 

Consensus says that judges are doing what 
they do better than ever. The problem is that 
what they are starting to do is different, as it 
has to do with politics and decisions that in the 
past were reserved for those elected to public 
office. 

“The issue is, how appropriate it is for 
judges to exercise political power." says 
Conor Gearty, reader in law at King's College. 
London. “But the solution to that problem is 
not to ensure there is a woman, a Catholic, a 
Sikh or a black person on the bench. It does 
not matter how representative judges are if 
what they do undermines the democratic 
process.” 


Age: 'fou would be wise to have a few grey hairs 
before hying to cover them with a long curly wig. 
The average age. of Heads of Divisions is 63; 
Crown Court judges are more than 57 years old 
on average. 

Race: Those from ethnic minorities shouldn’t 
hold their breath. All 96 High Court judges are 
white. Out of 524 Crown Court judges, there are 
three Asians, two other non-whites and no . 
blacks. It's a wonder the Commission far Racial 
Equality doesn’t look into the judiciary. 

Gender If you’re a woman, you could always - 
hope. But it is largely a boys’ club. There are no 
women among 12 Lords of Appeal in Ordinary 
and five Heads erf Division. One woman figures 
among 32 Lord Justices of Appeal. There are 
seven women out of 96 High Court judges and 
29 women, among 524 Crown Court judges. 

Education: Nor^Oxbridge? Fear not The breeze 
of change is.gentiy blowing here. Half the Crown 
Court judges have non-Oxbridge backgrounds. 

On the other hand, the High Court judiciary is 
nearly 80 per cent Oxbridge. Make Lord Mackay 
your role model; he was 100 per cent non- ‘ 
Oxbridge - for his first degree, at least ■ 

Pay: This may come . as a shock, especially if you 
were previously a high-flying solicitor or barrister. 
Brace yourself as your salaty topples to -£75,978. 
for Crown Court duties. Become a senior circuit 
judge and it rises to £88,266. You can afford to 
loosen your belt a little as a H£h Court judge 
(£103,425). The best you can hope fofTas Lord 
Chancellor) rs £132,906 aricLttye .grateful 
’respect Of the nation; ■ - ’/•••. 

Perks: Don't expect enonnous bonuses or - - 
share options; But da expect a justice ’s clerk 
(secretary), a lovely big black car and driver to 
take you to the court, 'about five months' break 
each year, the security of knowing that no 
judge has ever been sacked, a reasonable, 
pension, and the chance of a gong on 
retirement, if you are doing your judging away 
from home, you can also look forward to being 
put up In one of the luxurious judges! lodgings 
dotted around the country. Lord Mackay has his 
eye on spending these days,, but in 1994 the 
taxpayer spent £3,303 per judge per week’ on 
lodging costs. , . 

Ben Summers and Ramola Tafwar 



Diary 




‘Biographer tells 
all’ shock 

Just why did Carol Thatcher write the 
biography of her father? Easy, confided 
Lord Deedes at yesterday’s Fbyles lit- 
eraiy lunch, which he chaired lo honour 
Miss T “My theory”, he said, “is that 
Carol wrote the book because she felt 
her father ought not to be known only 
by the Dear Bill letters in Private Eye." 

Not an unreasonable assumption. 
And as the eponymous recipient of the 
correspondence, he should know. 

Unfortunately, in 
the next two hours 
I watched Miss T 
and her father 
destroy his theory. 
One hundred or so 
of the Home Coun- 
ties’ best blue rinse 
bad gathered at the 
Grosvenor House 
Hotel to learn who 

— . the man behind the 

gin-soaked buffer of the 19th hole realty 
is. tfisdaugher rose in a post-lunch flush 
to teU all - and when she sat down, we 
were not one jot the wiser. 

“Denis and gin go together like 
Imelda Marcos and shoes, * ne 
declared. “In fad, when he was* Mar- 
seilles daring the war, he tad a go at 
making the stuff. He mixed it up in die 
bath, and a mouthfiil nearty bhw hts 
head off! Thai was wsity ^ved-be 
turned on the taps and watered it down. 
You've never watered a drink down 
since, have you. Dad? Ha-h^ba. 

Carol’s abiding memory of Den^rn 

Number 10, we learned, was of him 
“pouring strong ones for an 3® .. 
needed Ft", and in moments of crass bs 
voice would boom along thecomdors 
of power ^ 

rSmn^Not.that^ 

^Srlnd Uird Deedes asked me 

■ which was which. 


Judge a book by... 

I fear I must add to the embarrassment 
of the women -only Orange Prize for fic- 
tion after two of the judges, the reviewer 
VaJ Hermessy and the novelist Susan 
were widely quoted as damning the 
general standard of entries. Ms Hen- 
nessy said; “I have seldom come across 
so many books that were so bad. Some 
were just drivel.” Ms Hill added; “1 have 
to be a bit careful, but I think 1 can say 
I thought the quality of entries was 
abysmal, terrible.” The prize’s adminis- 
trator, Kate Mosse, sees male conspir- 
acy in this. The male journalist who 
wrote the original piece left out every- 
thing positive; she complained yesterday. 

I asked the said male journalist 
whether he was a sexist pig, whether he 
was one of those who thought it odd and 


patronising to instigate the prize in a 
year when women had won both the 
Booker and the Whitbread. Far from it. 
“I am not against the prize at all,” he 
told me. “I didn’t even ask the two 
judges whether they thought the general 
standard was poor. They both came 
straight out and told me. 1 was amazed.” 

It is interesting that both Ms Hennessy 
and Ms Hffl, with exactly the same phrase, 
regretted “that trees had to be cut down” 
for some books. Almost as if it was the 
very phrase used at the judges’ meeting. 


Presidential seat 

A week is a long rime in casy-to-assem- 
ble furniture. An unlikely confrontation 
between the Russians and the Swedes is 


taking place in Paris, on the subject of 
an advertising campaign by the Swedish 
furniture store Ikea. To advertise the 
opening of a new store to the east of 
Paris -it already had stores to the north, 
west and south - Ikea used a big pho- 
tograph of Mikhail Gorbachev, accom- 
panied by the words; “Everything is 
changing quickly in the east” and the 
date of the new store’s opening. A fur- 
ther poster, also with Gorbachev spho- 
tograph, says: “In the east everything is 
now just the same as in the west” 

After approaches from the Russian 
embassy, Ikea has had to issue a dis- 
claimer, stressing that the posters were not 

construed in any way as part of the Russ- 
ian presidential election campaign, in 
which Mr Gorbachev will be a 



Down Mexico way 

Why was Sir James Goldsmith given a 
happy 20-minute slot on Breakfast with 
Frost on Sunday? Could it be anything 
to do with the fact that David Frost had 
spent the Easter break chez Goldsmith 
at his Xanadu-style mansion in Mexico? 



TOtywithlbe psldfcityirateiial forthe " 
rseasoaat Quriie&ec next month. The ' 
^the world ^e^eK o(Simpfy DisC(mnecred bf . 
rwifl bfe Duncan TOdonl The leaflets mention . ! 
s&frnnxEngageit, hut.mraSua&thereisno:; 
; theafrkal oatii^w&h afeo had .Weldon as 

al fcsory? Just to Chichester- . ' 

I caa remind them what ihe 
& h& 3 a 6 £?ta(lE was CeB Mates, starring Stephen Fry 



Money for 
old coke 

Fm pleased to see 
thalthe EastEnders 
actress Daniel la 
Westbrook has rec- 
tified the appalling 
tabloid slur that she 
spent £100,000 on 
cocaine. The 22- 
year-old who plays Sam, a barmaid, tells 
the May edition of Loaded m a ga zin e: “It 
was my money and not even the £100,000 
that was reported, it was closer to 
£50,000 ... The most I ever spent in an 
eve ning was £600.” That’s a relief For 
a moment there I thought the publicly 
funded BBC might be overpaying its 
soap opera starlets. 

Eagle Eye 


Now homeowners 
can borrow up to 
£15,000 by phone 
and receive a 
cheque in days 

Now there is a simple, straightforward way to borrow up to 
El 5,000, whether it be to improve your home or make a dream 
come true. With the new' Alliance & Leicester Homeowners Loan 
there are no administration costs or survey fees 
and with our attractive low interest rates this really is the 
affordable way to borrow a larger sum, Moreover there 
are no interviews and you can normally have an 'in principle' 
decision over the phone in minutes. Phone us today! 


Borrow from £5,000 - £15,000 and repay over 5-10 years. 



Inti 


£15,000 

£13,000 

£11,000 

£9,000 

£7,000 

£5,000 


Interest rate from 11 . 75 % APR (Variable) 


11.75 

11.75 
1U5 
1205 

12.75 
1Z75 


120 MONTHS 


207.99 

180.26 

15536 

127.11 

100.67 

71.91 


96 MONTHS 


236.93 

20534 

176.44 

14436 

114.00 

81.43 




psjaUt of £15,71120 W a monthly pjyntaq of£26W 1 st 1 1.75% APR nmdJe). 

ALLIANCE One simple phone call is normally V_, 
* all you need for a fast decision 

Q 0990 575757 

Quoting Ref 3N3S 
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Farewell Fergie 


T he manner of their leaving one 
another becomes them. The cool and 
practical lone in which the divorce of the 
Duke and Duchess of York was 
announced demonstrated something their 
marriage has lacked. 

The Duchess has at last behaved with 
a modicum of dignity - a quality that was 
so sadly lacking in much of her behaviour. 
By relinquishing ihe title of Her Royal 
Highness she acknowledges that Sarah 
Ferguson and “royalty" never quite went 
together. She can no longer use HRH as 
a key to unlock book deals and see her 
on to the top table at charitable fund-rais- 
ing events. 

The couple's timin g was probably apt. 
too, getting residual nastiness out of the 
way to allow the Queen to celebrate her 
70th birthday in the knowledge that no 
further family bombshell is about to 
burst. This week at least. This is proba- 
bly the high point for Lhe royal divorce 
lawyers. There are now only the three 
royal divorces running in parallel. Sarah 
and Andrew, Marina Ogilvy and her hus- 
band and Charles and Diana. 

The Yorks’ divorce is a formality. Since 
their separation they appear to have 
behaved towards one another with greater 
calm and affection than they managed in 


the last years of their troubled marriage. 

In itself their divorce affects neither the 
general condition of the Royal Family nor 
the Queen's desperate need to steer it into 
calmer water. It may help the House of 
Windsor slowly engineer a recovery in its 
fortunes. The decks having been cleared 
a little. Perhaps the Princess of Whies may 
take note of her sister-in-law's capacity 
both to reach a settlement with her for- 
mer husband and then to announoe it with 
some style. But that far trickier divorce 
still lies ahead. 

As for the Duke, so strangely absent 
from the public gaze in recent months, we 
can only wish him well, noting that be has 
a role to play in restoring Us family to 
public favour. The key to that is to follow 
Princess Anne’s model of quiet, dutiful 
public service at low cost and minim um 
embarrassment to the taxpayer. 

That is the message the royals must 
take from the sorry time they have had in 
the Nineties. Significantly, it seems to 
have reached Prince Charles, who is 
recruiting a team of fund-raisers for his 
FTince's Trust with the aim of making it 
the main inner-city charity in the country. 
That would be a further step on the road 
back to good reputation, but it will be a 
long march. 



■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Still roasting 


T he drift back to beef has started. Con- 
sumers have begun to cross the picket 
lines in their minds and return to the beef 
shelves. Helped by law prices, sales of beef 
are back to 85 per cent of their level 
before the BSE scare began. Yet the 
industry is still in trouble. 

Slaughterhouses hold unsold meat 
worth £l32m. The barons in Brussels are 
slicking to their export ban: nary a roast 
beef and mustard sandwich can leave 
British shores. Listen and you will hear the 
entire beef industry, from farmers to 
slaughterhouses, meat processors to 
exporters, screaming with pain. 

Enter Douglas Hogg. Faced with an 
unresolved crisis of consumer confidence 
and an industry still collapsing around his 
cars, one might have expected the Sec- 
retary of State for Agriculture to unveil 
a strategy to restore confidence and 
demand. Some hope. 

Yesterday he announced just a bit 
more compensation for fanners and 
slaughterhouses. Almost a month alter 
the scare began, the Government’s main 
strategy is to keep the beef industry 
going in the hope that British and Euro- 
pean shoppers will change their minds. 
This may be sufficient to bring the crisis 
to an end, but only with some luck. 

Ministers have already announced a 
limited cull of beef cattle more than 30 
months old. Elderly dairy cattle will be 
kept out of the food chain. Yesterday he 
announced plans for “quality assurance 
schemes” to dearly label beef from BSE- 
free herds. If beef sales are already back 


to 85 per cent of their pre-scare level, a 
few more months may bring them back to 
normal, as consumers become bored of 
lhe boycott and inured to the risk. EU 
officials have already been heard to con- 
cede that British beef is safe: so the export 
ban may prove unsustainable too. 

This optimism is likely to prove pre- 
mature. In the long run demand will 
inevitably be affected tty public perception 
of the safety of the industry. Enough fam- 
ilies across Europe have been unnerved 
by the BSE scare to stay away from British 
beef for a long time to come. 

Moreover, this kind of approach sug- 
gests a dangerous government compla- 
cency about consumer concerns. It may 
not be easy for anyone to assess consumer 
attitudes except by waiting for their reac- 
tion delivered through the market- Yet we 
live in an age of consumer power; greater 
attempts to anticipate their concerns and 
respond swiftly to disquiet could save 
everyone a lot of heartache. 

As long as shoppers suspect that gov- 
ernment is on the side of the producers, 
and that no-one is standing up for their 
interests, crises in confidence and food 
scares are bound to blow up again. Split- 
ting the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries 
3nd Food into separate fanning and con- 
sumer departments is only a start. Mak- 
ing it clear that consumers have a route 
into public policy making should help give 
more focus to their views. Consumers are 
powerful and volatile beasts, as the Gov- 
ernment learnt to its cost this month. It 
would be wise to show them more respect. 


The Flick fiasco 


T he University oF Oxford is a world- 
class educational institution. At its 
best it is a civilised and civilising place. But 
sometimes it behaves stupidly. That is the 
only judgement to be made of its mis- 
handling of the Flick endowment to pay 
for a chair in European thought. The 
affair has exposed Oxford’s creaking 
bureaucracy, which operated in this case 
with little logic and less consistency. 

It has never been easy to spot the strict 
tests Oxford has applied to its donors. The 
Rhodes scholarships, which are a central 
feature of Oxford life, are founded upon 
the fortune Cecil Rhodes made in south- 
ern Africa by methods no well-meaning 
liberal would endorse. Oxford's fund-rais- 
ing campaign in America took money 
from all quarters. 


The opponents of the Flick endowment 
say none of that counts because this case 
is different Dr Gerl -Rudolf Flick's grand- 
father was a Nazi war criminal who made 
a fortune exploiting slave labour during 
the Second World War. Oxford might have 
rejected it but it took the money. Once 
criticism emerged, it might have defended 
the endowment by arguing that the origins 
of the money mattered far less than what 
was done with it. Instead Oxford delayed 
and wrung its hands. Dr Flick has decided 
to take his £350,000 elsewhere. 

It is Oxford's loss. The university 
emerges from the affair with no credit. 
The vice-chancellor, Peter North, is lead- 
ing an inquiry into the way the university 
is run. The Flick affair should tell him just 
bow uigeni reform is. 


‘Grapes of Wrath’: Lebanon 


Sin On reading Robert Fisk's 
report from Lebanon (“This is 
not just a military operation. It is 
an attempt to smash a country”, 
15 April), 1 was angered to read 
the following paragraph: 

And in the real world of Lebanon 
Ihe simple question has to be 
asked Would the Israelis have 
embarked on such a massive 
military operation at such enor- 
mous cost, just to avenge the 
wounding of five Israelis by 
Katyusha rockets, an assault that 
was itself retaliation for the 
killing of a Lebanese youth. 

I wonder if Mr Fisk is aware 
that Hizbollah have been firing 
the rockets at northern Israel for 
years. 

On a trip to Israel last summer, 
I visited towns in northern Israel 
and was shocked at the way that 
the Israeli civilians were used to 
the danger. I was even witness to 
a rocket attack, hearing a boom 
and being told quite calmly that 
it was a Katyusha. 

Israel’s bombardment of 
southern Lebanon is an attempt 
to show Hizbollah that it will 
not allow Israeli civilians ti> be at 
daily risk. \ 

Alexander Cowan 
{Aged 17) 
Elstree, 
Hertfordshire 


Sir Any reader of your newspaper, 
would be led to believe that the 
Israeli go v er nm ent is trying to 
destroy a defenceless country, and 
a group of innocent people, for no 
reason whatsoever. Unfortunately, 
people have short memories. 

The group which the Israelis 
are targeting in Lebanon are a 
group of terrorists. They are 
linked in purpose with those who 
send men into Israel to commit 
suicide in order to kill as many 
innocent victims as possible. Over 
the last few months, these groups 
have created a reign of terror in 
Israel- They have brutally mur- 
dered and injured civilians on 
buses, in cars and in a busy shop- 
ping centre. On Friday, another 
potential suicide bomber appears 
to have blown himself up in 
Jerusalem while preparing 
another bomb that could have 
killed more people. 

The Israelis are in an impossi- 
ble situation. The Hizbollah is not 
a peace-keeping organisation that 
is frying to maintain peace within 
the Middle East 

The new Lebanese govern- 
ment has failed to prevent the 
constant barrage of Katyusha 
rockets that have been targeted 
on northern IsraeL If the situa- 
tion was reversed and the IRA 
was bombing buses and 


Outlaw the classroom cowboys 


Sin Fran Abrams ("Children put 
at risk by parasite teacher agen- 
cies", 12 April) reports 
NASUWT fears of children at 
risk from cowboy teacher agen- 
cies. As an agency founded on an 
ethos of service and profession- 
alism, we share these fears. 

TimePlan Education Group 
was the first and is the largest of 
the independent agencies pro- 
viding temporary teaching staff to 
schools. Five years ago, we first 
approached the Education 
Department with a proposal 
either to regulate or draw up a 
code of conduct for agencies. 
Three years ago, we met officials 
with our professional advisers. 
Price \tfeterhouse, with a worked- 
out scheme to police the sendee. 
Last year, we asked the 


NASUWT for support in this 
endeavour, and we received no 
reply. 

A strong code of conduct is 
long overdue. The Department 
for Education and Employment 
has a draft code which we under- 
stand is ready to be issued, and 
we last spoke to their officials 
three months ago to fry to move 
matters on. 

The code will cover all suppli- 
ers of temporary staff including 
local government. This is an 
essential element, since we see 
our rejected applicants working 
through both LEA and indepen- 
dent supply offices. 

Chris King 
Director of Education 
TimePlan Education Group 
London N3 


Buy now, let Labour pay later! 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 

THE BOARD OF BEEFTRACK 

Oyez, oyez! Be it know n tha t the 
directors and board of BEEFTRACK 
hereby declare that they are putting 
on sale to the public share s in the com- 
pany known as BEEFTRACK, which 
cannot lose money in the future owing 
to very special and meaningful rela- 
tionships with the Government, which 
we cannot spell out FULLY in case 
anyone from the Labour Party should 
read it and raise some intelligent 
objections, unlikely though that seems. 

Therefo re the board and directors of 
BEEFTRACK do hereby authorise 
that a sum of money not less than, oh, 
let’s say £50,000, be paid to MOes King- 
ton Esq for the privilege of using his 
column as a free publicity area for the 
forthcoming sale of shares in Beeftrack. 

PROSPECTUS 

1. Beeftrack is a publicly owned 
company formed by the Government 
using taxpayers’ money but making a 
profit only for itself and the Tory party. 

2. The purpose of Beeftrack is to 
take all loss-making industries such as 
the railways, the beef industry, the 
water industry, the newspaper indus- 
try, the book industry, you name it, 
even the Tory party itself, and leave 
ihcm in such a mess that the incom- 
ing Labour government will suffer 
from such difficulties that it will not 



be able to last more than a year. 

3. Therefore, using money raised by 
this share issue, the directors of Beef- 
track propose to indulge in such 
madcap schemes as: 

a) plunging Ihe food industry into 
disarray tty slaughtering all available 
cattle; 

b) plunging the world of rugby 
union into disarray tty ordering the 
slaughter of all rugby administrators 
over 60; 

c) plunging ihe rah industry into dis- 
array tty fragmenting it into an un- 
workable patchwork of conflicting 
organisations; 

d) plunging the art world into dis- 
array by letting the Royal Opera 
House go head over heels into debt 
and then half-bailing it out; 

e) promoting jealousy at all levels 
by giving ludicrously large sums of 
money to all outgoing heads of state 
organisations or quangos, and even 


greater sums to all private heads; 

f) ordering ludicrously expensive 
bypasses to be built round places like 
Newbury; 

g) giving out huge sweeteners to 
anyone who buys shares in Beeftrack; 

h) offering bribes to ... but you 
probably get the idea by now. 

4. What, you may well ask, is the 
point of Beeftrack making a lot of 
trouble in the country by mucking up 
the rail system, beef indusfry, etc? 

5. Well tell you. 

6. To make a hell of a lot of money. 

7. How? 

S. Hold on a moment and we'll tell 

you. 

9. You see, it's a hundred to one 
that even if the economy upturns and 
inflation vanishes and we all fee] very 
good indeed, the Tories will still lose 
the next election. 

10. The voters are not fools. 

11. Well, yes, they are fools. 

12. But they are not total idiots. 

13. And the public has felt for some 
time the crying need for a change, 
which means that come the next elec- 
tion they will vote the lories out. 

14. And Labour in. 

15. The voters don't particularly 
want Labour in, they just want the 
lories out. 

16. Even if the only alternative gov- 
ernment was Ray Illingworth and 


the English cricket team, they would 
stxjl vote the "Ibries out. 

17. So our idea is to make things 
so nightmarish for the incoming gov- 
ernment that in a year or two the elec- 
torate will, as usual, forget all the 
horrors of the Tory years and vote the 
Tories back in again. 

18. At which point Beeftrack shares 
will rocket and we can all sell out and 
make a fortune! 

J9. So buy Beeftrack shares today 
and look after yourself tomorrowl 

20. Beeftrack is a wholly owned 
Tory set-up. 

21. The Ibries are sometimes 
accused of short-termism. 

22. Bui with Beeftrack wc are look- 
ing way, way ahead! 

23. And looking after number one! 

24. What about the oounby, you ask? 

25. Never mind about that - what's 
good for Beeftrack is good for the 
country! 

26. You know it makes sense. 

27. Well, not sense exactly, but a lot 
of money. 

28. Remember, where stares are con- 
cerned, what goes up may come down. 

28. And remember, where govern- 
ments are concerned, what goes in 
must get in again! 

29. Buy Beeftrack shares now ... 

30. And see you again when the 
Tories get back ini 


pays the price for Israel’s security fears 


constantly throwing Katyusha 
rockets into your backyard, would 
you encourage the British gov- 
ernment to just sit by? 

Naomi Katz 
Leeds 

Sin Operation “Grapes of 
Wrath” was launched by Israel 
with the objective of bringing a 
halt to rocket attacks on northern 
Israel by Hizbollah and not, as 
Robert Fisk asserts, for the pur- 
pose of demonstrating to Presi- 
dent Assad what happens to 
those who do not want to make 
peace with Israel. 

The Arab- Israel wars of 1948, 
1956, 1967 and 1973 have already 
demonstrated quite adequately 
the consequences of waging war 
with IsraeL. 

Pajul Miller 
London NW11 


Sin Israel’s escalating bombard- 
ment of Lebanon, with its expan- 
sion of the conflict far beyond the 
border area, is both the grayest 
menace to regional stability since 
Iraqi tanks rolled into Kuwait and 
could sound the death-knell for any 
hope of a comprehensive peace. 

But as in 1993 the general 
international response, including 
that of the British government, 
seems predisposed to legitimise 


(he Israeli position. Here we have 
a defensive operation employing 
only pinpoint strikes against the 
-terrorists”, while avoiding col- 
lateral damage (slaughtered civil- 
ians) wherever possible. If not 
actually members of Hizbollah, 
the villagers of south Lebanon are 
surely lending their tacit support 
to the enemies of peace? If 
wounded women and children 
are reckless enough to ride in a 
Hizbollah ambulance, how can 
the Israeli gunners know this ? 

Last April. I travelled from 
Beirut to Swan and 'tyre. Although 
in a country regarded as a chief his- 
torical viBafri, I was confronted ottiy 
with friendship and hospitality 
from people desperately frying to 
rebuild a shattered, but naturally 
beautiful country. 

The few individuals with a 
good word for Hizbollah - and 
these were poor Shia Muslims - 
saw them only as a buffer against 
Israel and its proxy militia in the 
occupied zone. If civilians were no 
longer vulnerable to cross-border 
attack, the Hizbollah umbrella 
would become superfluous. 

Richard Sockett 
London N22 

Sin After throwing out Pales- 
tinians from their homes, it is now 
the turn of the Lebanese. Where 


will it all end? The international 
co mmuni ty should look at the 
behaviour of Israelis and tell 
them in no uncertain terms that 
enough is enough. 

Our Defence Secretary’s 
attempt to support Israel is con- 
demnable. “It is the right of every 
country to have security ana 
defend herself,” says Michael 
Portillo (report, 16 April). What 
about the right of Lebanon? 
Does not Lebanon have the right 
to its security, which is now 
threatened by Israel by its bomb- 
ing raids. 

The destruction of power 
stations in Beirut, the emptying 
of villages of their inhabitants, 
and punishing civilians for the 
so-called “terrorist” acts of 
Hizbollah cannot be termed 
defensive measures. 

Shaikh Mohommad 
Croydon, Surrey 

Sir Israel’s strikes against 
Lebanon smack of the worst kind 
of cynicism. If it is a response to 
Lebanese resistance against Israeli 
occupation, that it is out of all pro- 
portion. Since it is an electioneer- 
ing ploy the Lebanese are, yet 
again, being made to pay for other 
countries' internal problems. 

F H Mikdadi 
Swindon, Wiltshire 


Wakeful baby? No problem 


Sir I was worried for any new 
mothers on reading your article 
“Help me make it through the 
night” (18 April). Although there 
is sound advice concerning bed- 
time routines, 1 would vehe- 
mently question the implication 
throughout the article that those 
parents who respond to their 
child's cries in the night have a 
“problem”. 

Babies’ cries are specifically 
designed tty nature to elicit a 
response in their parents, a rather 
c/ever device to ensure their sur- 
vival. The hormonal changes in a 
woman on becoming a mother, 
especially if she is breastfeeding, 
ensure that ignoring her baby’s 
ay feels like torture. 

Perhaps we need to look at the 
subject from a completely differ- 
ent angle. Perhaps we need to 
accept the fact that when a baby 
wakes alone in the dark night, it 
feels frightened, needs its mother 
and wants her to stay. Perhaps 
this is normal healthy behaviour, 
showing a strong survival instinct, 
and we should be proud that our 
baby is so smart. Perhaps we 


need to accept that parenting is 
a job that doesn’t stop for a 
stretch of seven hours out of 
every 24, and maybe it is during 
those most frightening night-time 
hours that our babies need our 
presence most 

An alternative answer to the 
problem from my own experience 
is: sleep with your baby and 
breastfeed on demand through- 
out the day and night Sounds fike 
hard work, but paradoxically you 
will not be too disturbed in the 
night after the first few months, 
as your baby settles in to the secu- 
rity of knowing you are always 
there and night feeds gradually 

dimini sh. 

Eventually, mother and baity 
are so synchronised that you per- 
form the night-time tasks in your 
sleep, and greet in the morning 
not knowing whether the baity 
awoke in the night or not. The 
result is a much more relaxed 
experience for both mother and 
chad, and the rewards of loving 
and intimacy can’t be described. 

Stephanie Davies-Arai 

St Albans, Hertfordshire 


Britain’s role in Short road to a 
world politics Labour victory 


Sir: Hamish McRae (“Why 
Britain would fare better on the 
fringe", 12 April) wishes for a 
looser association with the EU. 
Perhaps, in economic terms, he is 
right He cites Austria, Sweden 
and Switzerland as able to main- 
tain a high living standard under 
such circumstances. He does not 
mention that these countries 
enjoy one advantage that our 
politicians of both major parties 
have ignored for the past half 
century. They do not attempt to 
act as world powers.- 

If we do follow the path advo- 
cated by Mr McRae, we should 
renounce all efforts to play any 
major role in world politics, and 
become professional neutrals, 
like them. 

Failing that, there are two 
long-term courses open to us: to 
help buQd a new kind of Europe 
or to become another state of the 
American Union. 

James Day 

Cambridge 


Sin I was glad to read Clare 
Short’s comments on taxation 
and even more pleased Ity her 
declaration that she had cleared 
them with herself (“Blair’s joy cut 
short by new tax row”, 15 April). 

I would like Tony Blair and 
Peter Mandelson to know that so 
long as Clare Short is in the 
Shadow Cabinet I feel that I will 
have some reason to vote Labour 
at the next election. I would urge 
them both to make full use in 
Labour's campaign of her 
weapons of truth and honesty. 

Lindsay Meller 
Southampton 


Turkey’s gold 


Turkey if anywhere (“Tj 
fuels rift over war ire as 
April). 


John Mole 
London SE24 


Where blame lies 
for airport fire 

Sir Having had the misfortune to 
be inside Dusseldorf airport 
when fire broke out last Thurs- 
day, I was concerned to read (12 
April) that the high death toll is 
being blamed on “people in the 
terminal panicking and ignoring 
instructions to use the fire exits". 
I suspect that an attempt is being 
made (co-ordinated or other- 
wise) to distract attention from 
the inadequacies of the airport’s 
fire precautions and emergency 
response. 

The crucial questions that will 
have to be answered at the 
inevitable inquiry include; 

1. Why were the fire alarms 
never sounded? 

2. How was smoke from a fire 
in one section of a very large 
bui ding able to fill the entire 
building within five minutes of 
the fire’s outbreak? 

3. Why did it take the airport 
fire brigade at least 10 minutes to 
reach the terminal from their fire 
station which lies only 500 metres 
away? 

4. Why was a large and often 
densely populated public braid- 
ing not fitted with a sprinkler 
system? 

With so maity important ques- 
tions still unanswered it is pre- 
mature of the authorities to place 
blame at the feet of those unfor- 
tunate enough to have been 
caught up in the catastrophe. 

.. Peter S-&OHAM 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 


Angel of power 

Sir Why not let the wing? 0 1 
giant Gateshead statue (Lett 
13 April) turn in the wind? T 
movement could generate 
electricity for the local com 
mty. That would surely rec 
the negative feelings. 

Alan C Pickv 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Pdhotj and include a daytune 
telephone number. (Rue 0X71- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
mdependentcook) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity 










'A V* 




'• THE INDEPENDENT • WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL 1996 


17 








* <i-n? 


untvfi 


tfars 


•“ »u 

— 'ul: 31 

.: _• jib | 
■■■■■•rS 




_;:35 j 

;• isa I 

■&! 

■ 


A heroine amid the drugs hysteria 

The vilified social worker who claimed Ecstasy is relatively safe should be praised for being sensible 


T he lynch mob was still at. the door 
baying for blood yesterday when I 
diked to Mazy Hartnoll, Glasgow's 
director of social work. She has just 
endured the full wrath of the media 
sifter her internal memo about drugs 
to the chief executive of Glasgow City 
CouiicS was leaked. She says ruefully, 
II would never have expected this 
furore,” but others could have warned 
her. Public people cannot speak hon- 
estly about drugs and hope to live. 

Paul Bens, father of the Ecstasy vic- 
tim Leah Betts, was first among her 
critics, calling her “totally irrespons&le” 
and “absolutely stupid", claim ing she 

bad set back his campaign by a decade. 
The local Labour MR George Foulkes, 
declared himself “absolutely aston- 
ished" by her comments. Tory MPs 
jumped in with glee. The Glasgow 
board that licenses chibs and pubs, 
about whom she was writing, retaliated 
by claiming that her remarks “Dew in 
the face’" of everything they were doing 
to stamp out drugs. From the reaction 
caused by her letter, you might imag- 
i/oc she had called for heroin to be on 
sale in primary school canteens. 

What she actually said was straight- 
forward, factual and sensible. “The 
irony is that Ecstasy, for example, is a 
relatively safe drug- risk of death has 
been calculated as one in 6.8 million 
(the risk of (tying of aspirin is very 
much greater) - and young people 
tend to know this. For every highly 
publicised death, those who use reg- 
ularly balance their experience of 
their own and friends' experience of 
frequent, safe and enjoyable usage." 

Admirably, she stands by what she 
wrote and she has not been panicked 


into saying things she does not believe 
to be true. Although she has the firm 
support of her council leader, she is 
ptamly aghast at what has befallen her. 
After all, she is not some trendy new 
arrival but a 56-year-old who has 
been a director of social services since 
1978. She speaks Cram a depth of expe- 
rience of running social services in sev- 
eral areas, and now in Glasgow with 
its many drug rehabilitation pro- 
grammes and anti-drug campaigns. 

This is the story, undergoing local 
reorganisation, Glasgow council, like 
many other areas, is in the throes of 
drawing up new policies in new com- 
mittees. The controversy started when 
the Glasgow Lice nsing Board initiated 
a hardline anti-drugs policy in the 
granting of licences to efubs and dance 
events. 

In her letter she was not suggesting 
anyone should be soft on drugs. 
"Tough law enforcement is essential," 
she says. But she was calling for higher 
safety standards. She wants all licensed 
dance clubs and events to provide 
chill-out areas and supply free water. 
There should be accurate information 
on drug misuse in these areas, with 
stewards trained in first aid in case 
anyone collapses. These “harm reduc- 
tion measures" arc designed to reduce 
the number of collapses or deaths 
caused by over-heated dancers on 
Ecstasy. But the licensing board 
rejected this proposal, as it seemed to 
them to be a tacit acceptance, or even 
approval of young people in these 
dubs talcing drugs. Maiy HarlnoU 
was writing a memo to tiy to persuade 
the council to overturn the board’s 
intransigence, in the name of safety. 



POLLY TOYNBEE 


Public people 
cannot speak honestly 
about drugs and 
hope to live 

These “harm reduction measures” 
were drawn up by a working party two 
years ago, set up by the Secretary of 
State for Scotland following 'the 
tragedy in the Hanger 13 nightclub in 
Ayr, where three young people died 
after taking Ecstasy. If the aim of drug 
policy is to reduce the number of 
deaths, then these measures are widely 
regarded as life-savers. 

But the licensing board's refusal to 
introduce them reveals another 
agenda lurking just beneath the sur- 
face in much official thinking or non- 
thinking about drugs. This agenda 
suggests people should be punished 
for taking drugs because drug-taking 
is in itselfwicked - and it frightens the 
life out of older people who have 
never encountered iL The pubb'c is 
encouraged to panic at the vexy word 
“drug” and mass hysteria drives out 


reason. So the vital difference 
between “relatively safe" and 
extremely dangerous drugs disap- 
pears in a cold sweat of terror, as evi- 
dence and facts are cast aside. There 
has never been a recorded death 
from cannabis, so prosecuting 56,000 
people a year for it blurs the crucial 
difference between such “relatively 
safe” drugs and those which destroy 
not only their users, but also to the 
community around them. 

Miss Hartnoll was blasted for say- 
ing Ecstasy is "relatively safe", but 
those words are used by most of the 
experts, including the man who col- 
lates most information on Ecstasy 
deaths. Dr John Henry of the National 
Faisons Information Service. It is not 
safe, he says, for no widely used drug 
is safe. He fears it may cause increased 
depression in later life, but as drugs go, 
E s "relatively safe". Nothing like as 
dangerous as drink and tobacco, for 
instance, and three time more people 
die of paracetamol. while thousands 
more young people die driving then- 
first car. 

Miss HartnoD says the young know 
a great deal about drugs - though 
often not enough. The "Leah Betts - 
Sorted" posters invite disbelief from 
a generation where millions take it 
every Saturday night without obvious 
bad effect She says a recent survey in 
Glasgow - the city with the most (hug 
deaths, at 100 per year- found half the 
young women and two thirds of young 
men took drugs. Six per cent were on 
heroin, 8 per cent on cocaine or crack 
- frightening numbers. But for the 
great majority taking soft drugs was a 
recreational social activity that did not 


interfere with their jobs or education. 
(By far the commonest drug was 
cannabis). 

So in the face of this widespread 
drug- taking, what kind of effective 
anti-drug warnings do you issue? "Just 
Say No" doesn’t work, but Miss Hart- 
noil says, "honesty matters if you 
want to be believed." 

Now she is setting out to persuade 
her new council to adopt a practical 
and realistic approach. She says what 
worked best in the past was a scheme 
called Operation Eagle, which com- 
bined tough law enforcement against 
drug dealers by the police, a health 
promotion campaign with truthful 
information about comparative risks, 
and good youth clubs involving local 
adults. Undaunted, she believes she 
will persuade the council to overturn 
the Licensing Authority's rejection of 
harm reduction measures in clubs. 

However, people like her who talk 
honestly about drugs can expect noth- 
ing but' trouble. It is not OK to sug- 
gest that millions of young people take 
drugs at the weekends and suffer less 
than they would from a heavy night in 
the pub. It is not OK to point out that 
no Ecstasy or cannabis-crazed mad- 
men smash bottles in each other's 
faces ai closing time. Anyone in , 
authority even hinting at this these 
facts can expect the same bucketful of 
media ordure that was dumped on 
Mary Hartnoll in recent days. Drugs | 
are an increasingly important aspect . 
of our national life, and yet none of 
our law makers or law enforcers are 
allowed to debate the facts openly: 
across the parties lips zip, jaws damp, 
eyes shut and ranks close. 


Britain needs brainpower 

Funding research in only a few key universities sounds unfair but makes sense, argues David Harrison 


R esearch is the advancement of 
learning through the discovery of 
new knowledge, or of new associations 
between events or phenomena already 
known. It is original in nature and its 
greatest achievements enjoy a lasting 
and worldwide recognition. In short, 
it contributes to the quality of life. 

The group 1 chaired - set up by the 
British Academy, the Conference of 
Medical Royal Colleges, the Royal 
Academy of Engineering and the Royal 
Society -has concluded that for Britain 
to mam tain its ability to conduct high- 
quality research, the funds available 
must be concentrated in relatively few 
universities. This may strike critics as 
not being lair, but it reflects an unavoid- 

We in no way hide our 
concern that the UK 
is falling behind its 
major competitors 


able feet: a critical lack of resources. 

Our group was adeed whether the 
present university system has the 
research capability to deliver what is 
now being asked of it We consulted 
very widely and the answer we must give 
is no. This follows inevitably from the 
abundant evidence we were given on: 

■ The low proportion of the national 
GDP assigned overall in this country 
to research and development com- 
pared with that in other leading indus- 
trial countries. The quality of our uni- 
versity research is ultimately judged by 
international standards. 

■ The rising student/staff ratios - for 
example, from 13 to 19 students per 
member of staff in the humanities, and 
from 10 to 15 in engineering -winch 

-«re squeezing the staff time so essen- 

■^tial for high-quality research. 

■ The serious rundown of university 
infrastructure, including libraries, 
equipment and building maintenance. 

Our response to this situation could 
have been a vigorous and heartfelt call 
for more public expenditure on 
research, and in our report we in no 
way hide our concern that the UK is 
falling behind its major international 
competitors. We were nevertheless 

obliged -again on the evidence put to 

us — to face foe painful KkeKhood that 
public funding per student will con- 
tinue to fall: and this would be on top 
of a 20 per cent fafl in real terais in 
the five years to 1993-94. This decline 
greatly reinforces the pressure on 
universities to increase their other 
sources of research funding (6g. from 
charities, industry, the European 
Union and alumni). 
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in order to increase its iftarhhig funds. 

The present teaching and research 
funding methodologies are institu- 
tionally inequitable, and they are fun- 
damentally unstable in the long run if 
univeraties are to be encouraged to 
sustain missions for the benefit of soci- 
ety that are both diverse and cost effec- 
tive. We therefore see the need to cre- 
ate a third stream of money, which we 
call professional development and 
teaching, targeted to university depart- 
ments that have stndent&aff ratios 
above the national average and did not ; 
enter the research assessment exercise. 

We seek in this way to reduce stu- 
dent/staff ratios, to provide academic 
staff with more time to keep abreast of ! 

A non-selective policy j 
would of course be 
possible, but it is not 
the quality option 


their subjects and to better perform as 
effective university teachers . 11 may also 
be possible to contribute to the support 
of the professional activity of academic 
staff with, for example, library and lab- 
oratory materials for teaching, staff 
training and the cost of academic col- 
laboration with other institutions. 

Where is the money for this third 
stream going to come from? If it can- 
not be found as genuinely new money 
to the university system, our pre- 
ferred option would be to seek 
resources for professional develop- 
ment and teaching from present 
research funding at the lower end of 
the quality range, as judged by the 
research assessment exercises. For 
example, for the English universities 
in 1992, about £30m was allocated to 
units of assessment with the low rat- 
ing of two. with that sum currently 
allocated almost equally between the 
old and the new universities. 

The introduction of this new funding 
stream by raiding the costing research 
stream 'will not, of course, be universally 
popular; but we urge its serious con- 
sideration by the funding councils with, 
we hope, government encouragement 
in favour of diversity of nnsskm, in order 
to meet the essential needs for high 
quality, equity between universities and 
the future financial stability of foe uni- 
versity system as a whole. 

The writer. Master of Sehvyn College, 
Cambridge, chaired a working group on 
university research by the British Acad- 
emy, the Conference of Medical Royal 
Colleges, the Royal Academy of Engi- 
neering and the Royal Society. 


Michael Faraday, 19th century physicist: can British universities maintain the tradition? 


Hutton Getty 


Research money is not distributed 
uniformly across foe 100 or so uni- 
versities in foe UK, and it never has 


tion largely followed a historical pat- 
tern; but, since foe first national 
research assessment exercise in 1986, 
and again in 1989 and 1992, the fund- 
ing councils’ distribution bas been 
arrived at by peer review, which has 
sought to" reward high-quality 
research. This has been judged by 
national standards (given research 
ratings of three or four) or interna- 
tional standards (rating five). The 
degree of concentration is now high, 
with more than 50 per cent of all 
research grant and contract income to 
all universities in 1993-94 going to 15 

umversities-Thisselectivityofreseaich 

funding occurs not only with funding 


councils but equally with research 
councils, charities and industry. 

Ourrecommendationm, therefore, 
to increase concentration of research 
funds in a relatively few universities 
follows inevitably from foe severe, 
long-term constraints on public fund- 
ing, and the high cost normally asso- 
ciated with the achievement of high 
quality on the international stage. 
The degree of selectivity reflects foe 
lack of resources. 

A non-selective policy would of 
course be possible, and it is perhaps an 
easy option that some say would lead 
to a fairer system. But it is not the qual- 
ity option, nor the one the English 
Funding Council had in mind when it 
said in evidence to foe Government's 
review of higher education last yean 
“Fbr academe as wefl as economic rea- 


sons, care should be taken to maintain 
a number of world-dass institutions 
which compare internationally with the 
very best universities in foe world." 

We consider it is vital for the fund- 
ing councils to develop methods that 
explicitly encourage a diversity of mis- 
sion aooss a system of a hundred uni- 
versities. Many academic staff are do 
longer m effect funtfed for research^ and 
certainly not adequa t ely, and his deeply 
unsatisfactory that with only two avail- 
able streams of nxmey- one for teach- 
ing and the other for research -that all 
universities are forced to compete for 
research funds regardless of their insti- 
tution^ mission. This pressure is height- 
ened, particularly at the present tune 
because the ceiling on the number of 
home and EU students is an impedi- 
ment to aity university wishing to 


I t is easy to imagine what will go 
wrong. It will break down on foe 
first day. Stunned by the view a httie 
old lady will have a heart attack at foe 
top. A small IRA bomb wffl go off?j 
one of the gondolas, after which it wfo 
remain, standing but nnmcjmg an 

unusable, a monument to futufry-n^ 

foe rotating cafe in the Tjjtojjj® 
Tower, which closed pecjMneW 
soon after it opened, WJJJJJ*. 
bomb attack, and has remained stu 
Cfrnhr shut ever since. ■ „ 

’ Some such eventualities are all too 

bST- andil is partly fc ctan«°f 

def ying them that makes fo 
South Bank 


Peter Popham welcomes a bit of vulgarity on the river 


imprests 4o have 

agaiart London’s P ro f e ^i eV d ^^ 

Lord St John of Fhwsiey, tuvu 


fogey, recently appointed to a second 
term as chainnan of the Royal Fine 
Arts Commission, is dead against it 
The 20th' Century Society wants to 
freeze the.South Bank Ait Centre's 
concrete brulalism just the way it is; 
they will be gnashing foeir teeth over 
ihe marmalade this morning. ATI thflfs 
required is for foe Prince of %les to 
liken it to something gmf eggrto - an 
did bicycle wheel hauled np from foe 
riverbed by some unfortunate angler 
- and the grounds for pressing ahead . 
will be overwhelming. 


Butfoe grounds are in any case very 
strong. As the architect Piers Gough 
bas pointed out, there has always been 
a (Echotomy between the digmtasof the 
Thame^sNoifr Bank-Parliament, Big 
Ben, Somerset House and so on - and 
foe frivolity offoe South Bank, with its 
ait and theatre, its television studios 
and Oxo Tower. R>r centuries the con- 
trast was much more *aaA than it is 
today, from the bear baking of the 
Globe and foe flirtation and drunken- 
' ness at Puritan Gardens to foe roller 
coasters of Battersea Fun Fair. 


In recent times, the contrast has 
became blurred: foe bears, foe gar- 
dens and the fun fair are ah gone, foe 
biutalism, so daring in its day, has 
become respectable; foe new Tate 
planned for Bankade Power Station 
promises an infusion of high Mod- 
ernist worthiness, never a recipe for 
fun and games. The only dollop of 
frivolity, confusingly, is Teny Far- 
rell's tumescent Charing Cross station, 
on the north side. 

The giant wheel will help to restore 
this interesting 3nd meaningful con- 


trast between foe two sides of foe 
river. It will pant Londoners and oth- 
ers foe best imaginable views of the 
city - views previously available on ly 
to those with access to helicopters. It 
will bring visitors flocking back to a 
quarter that, for afl its centrality, too 
often threatens to slide into decrepi- 
tude and irrelevance. 

One cavil: is the form of the latest 
version of the wheel not a little too 
refined, a little too High Modernist? 
We don't want BA logos (corporate 
flag-waving should be confined to foe 
inflight magazine and foe sick bags) but 
a little more pizazz, a little more vul- 
garity would be in order. It's an exag- 
geration to say that foe wheel will 
restore London to its citizens: no mere 
structure can do thaL But its presence 

Will give a lift to foe new millgnniinn 
and a view of the task before us. 


comment 

Kafka at large 
in Clwyd 

The Welsh Secretary must rescue 
a chil d abuse report from the 
shredder, says Rhodri Morgan 


Tohn -fillings, the former 
J director of social services at 
Derbyshire County Council, 
and two distinguished col- 
leagues have spent most of the 
past two years drawing up a 
300-page report on the child 
abuse scandal in Clwyd, North 
Wales. Clwyd County Council 
co mmissi oned iL It cost more 
than £500.000 to compile. 

If William Hague, foe Sec- 
retary of State for Wales, 
doesn't step in soon, all copies 
of foe report, even including 
JilJings’s own copy, will be 
hauled back to Shire Hall. 
Mold, and fed through the 
county council's paper shred- 
der. Is there any hope for child 
protection if our political sys- 
tem allows Kafkaesque acts of 
mass evidence destruction? 

Mr Hague has been sent a 
copy. If he places it in foe 
Library of foe House of Com- 
mons. not only is foe report 
saved from the shredder, but 
MPs can read iL, debate it, copy 
chunks of it, quote from it ana 
generally ensure that foe right 
lessons are learned. 

How important is the report? 
On the child-abuse Richter 
scale, Clwyd must rate much 
higher than the Staffordshire 
Pindown scandal and foe Frank 
Beck case in Leicestershire- 
Seven men have been con- 
victed of paedophile offences, 
committed while they were 
working in children’s homes in 
Clwyd. None received sen- 
tences of less than four years. 

The criminal trials did not 
and could not look at the pat- 
terns and linkages, neither 
between the defendants them- 
selves, nor with any wider pae- 
dophile ring?. That was why the 
then Chief Constable of North 
Wales, David Owen, called for 
a judicial inquiry on September 
4 1992. That was also why, 
three days later, foe Welsh 
Office minister responsible for 
health and social services issued 
a statement saying: "I have 
concluded that a public inquiry 
is necessary to consider the 
matter fully.” 

The only caveat was that the 
inquiry could not start until the 
c riminal trials were finished, 
but when they did, something 
curious happened. Nicola 
Davies QCwas commissioned 
to advise, after an “examination 
of relevant papers held by the 
various agencies concerned, 
whether an inquiry is required". 

Her conclusions were that 
inquiries were in her experience 
traumatic for all concerned and 
would not help Clwyd and 
Gwynedd to improve their pre- 
sent child care practice. She 
made no reference to foe min- 
isterial undertaking of Sep- 


tember 1992 to have such an 
inquiry and did not appear to 
be aware of iL In addition, foe 
inquiry that she advised against, 
into whether Clwyd and 
Gwynedd were presently failing 
children in care, was much nar- 
rower than the one promised by 
the Welsh Office in September 
1992. 

The county council mean- 
time pressed ahead with its 
own inquiry, but without pow- 
ers of subpoena and no access 
to North Whies Police files, 
nor to reports from foe Welsh 
Office Social Services Inspec- 
torate. But, there will, we all 
thought at least be some kind 
of report into the scandal. 

The gods who protect pae- 

Should insurance 
companies be able 
to veto a report’s 
publication? 


dophfle rings from investigation 
then came up with their most 
ingenious trick yet. Clwyd 
County Council was insured 
by Municipal MutuaL They had 
got into serious financial diffi- 
culties in 1991-92, partially 
because of huge payouts to 
children abused in Stafford- 
shire and Leicestershire chil- 
dren’s homes. 

They were in an insurance 
limboland known as "solvent 
run-off”, unable to write new 
business, but still meeting old 
claims. Qwyd County Council 
was itself to disappear on 1 
April this year under local gov- 
ernment re-organisation. Wien 
semi -solvent insurance com- 
pany meets disappearing 
county council, child protection 
is unlikely to come top of the 
priorities. 

Should insurance companies 
have the ability to veto publi- 
cation of independent reports 
into local government scan- 
dals? Westminster City Coun- 
cil has published its report into 
its own asbestos-ridden flats- 
for-hom el ess-families scandal 
and is reported to be in serious 
difficulties with Commercial 
Union. 

Insurance companies’ fears 
of adding to foe number of 
claims is understandable. 
Child protection and open 
government are far more 
important That is why William 
Hague must step in and save 
the Jillings report from the 
shredder. 

The writer is the Labour MP for 
Cardiff West. 


Oxfam 

needs your help in 

Lebanon 


Up to 400,000 people have fled the 
bombing of South Lebanon. 

Oxfam has worked in the country 
since 1982 and helped refugees like 
these before. Already our partners 
on the ground are providing vital food 
and medical supplies. 

You can help these people too. 
Please give a donation today. 


Yes, I want to help. Here is my 
I donation of: 

| £15 □ £50n £1000 £250 □ £ 

I 

Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms 



' --fj-qnw-... 
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Louis Osman 


Louis Osman sparked on many 
cylinders. He was architect, 
goldsmith, draftsman, art his- 
torian and art patron. Most of 
all, he was a creator of genius. 

He trained at the Bartlett 
School of Architecture, and 
studied drawing at the Slade 
School of ArL In 1935 he be- 
came FRIBA, winning a Don- 
aldson Medal and a scholarship 
which in 1936 took him to Syr- 
ia on a British Museum ar- 
chaeology expedition. In the 
Second World V&r he was a ma- 
jor in Intelligence, involved in 
Combined Operations and the 
Special Air Service, and - per- 
haps the decisive event of his life 
- in 1940 he married Dilys 
Roberts: she became his enam- 
ellisr as well as his unswerving 
supporter, the lifelong steady- 
ing influence on his mercurial 
spirit. 

As architect, Osman began in 
Sir Albert Richardson's office, 
learning there the grammar of 
ornament, and the basis of ar- 
chitectural good manners, a 
debt to Richardson which he 
always generously acknowl- 
edged. His own ideas were 
more original than Richard- 
son's, but he used to point with 
satisfaction at the new Jockey 
Club building in Newmarket, 
which he helped to design with 
Richardson, and which looks to- 
day as if it were a Georgian 
antique. 

By 1950. Osman was emerg- 
ing in his true creative colours. 
He rebuilt the two bomb- 
damaged Georgian buildings 
on the north side of Cavendish 
Square in London which be- 
came the Convent of the Holy 
Child Jesus, joined them with a 
new bridge, and commissioned 
Epstein's magnificent Madon- 
na and Child for the central fea- 
ture on the bridge. It was then 
that I came to know him well, 
partly because, with character- 
istic imagination, he asked the 
silversmith Philip Pop ham to 
make a small commemorative 
tablet to buiy inside the ma- 
sonry of the bridge, and I, al- 
ready working at Goldsmiths’ 
Hall in the City, was interested 
in any commissions for modern 
metalwork. 

I soon learnt from Osman the 
warmth of his feelings for oth- 
er artists, and the sensitivity of 
his appreciation of old buildings. 
He had asked his friend the 
sculptor John Skeaping which 


In the Scottish criminal com- 
munity. word had it that great 
was the misfortune of the ac- 
cused if they were to appear in 
the court of Lord Brand. ‘Any- 
one but him!" was the refrain. 
Indeed, on most occasions -but 
not all, because Brand was a dis- 
cerning judge - he dished out 
heavy sentences, frequently 
apparently ferocious sentences. 

As my constituent - he was 
not shy in raising his personal 
concerns, and those of the vil- 
lagers of Dalmeny, where he 
lived in the old manse, with his 
Member of Parliament - 1 once 
asked him why he was the 
latter-day Judge Jeffreys of the 
Scottish legal system. The reply 
was far from the crusty, stock 
answer which might have been 
expected from the publicly per- 
ceived (but mistaken) image of 
a stuffy, out-of-touch, judge. 

“It’s like this, I suppose. 
Some of my most formative 
years wre spent in the appalling 
conditions of Burma in the last 
years of the Second World War. 
I was one of the lucky ones: I 
was neither captured nor killed 
But I sawa lot of good men who 
were and I justtMnk that those 
for whom they have laid down 
their lives should jolly well 
behave themselves. 

“Those whom 1 have sent to 
Baiiinnie or Sa ugh ton [the Ed- 
inburgh prison] do not know 
how lucky they are compared to 
those poor bastards despatched 


DEATHS 


ALLSOP: On IS April, peacefully in a 


London nursing home, Jona than, 
aosd 50 rears. Beloved son of Mflrv 


aged 50 years. Beloved son of Mary 
Straw. Dear brother or Margaret 
Jennings. Loved and missed by his 
many fiends. Funeral service at the 


Chapel in Alt Soots Cemetery, Ken- 
sal Green, London, on Friday 19 
April, at 12 noon. Flowers u> Lever - 
Ion and Sobs Ud, Funeral Directors, 
212 Eversboli Street, London NW1, 
by 930am- 

FAULKNEJfc Ccinwen (nde Farrow;, 


died S April 1996, following as acci- 
dent in the French Alps. Much-laved 
wife u Fitter, daughter to Rav and Al- 
wyn. sister (o La. Chris and Alan, and 
granddaughter. Funeral to be held at 
St Peter's. Ruddinglon. Nottin gham 
00 Mondav 22 April ai 115pm. 
Friends ana colleagues welcome. A 
memorial trust wfll be set up to as- 
sist with training of British mountain 
guides. No flowers phase, but dona-- 
dons to Midland Bonk pic. Poultry 
and Princess Street. 40-05-30, arc 
81671232. 


KEOHANE: Kerin William, CBE 
KCSG. died suddcnlvon Saturday 13 
April. Adored husband of Pat, a 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum; Imo- 
gen Stewart, “Early 17th-centuzy 
Portrait Miniatures", 230pm. 

Tite Galtety: Janies Malpas, “British 
impressionism; a brush with light ", 
lpm. 


sculpture ex-students from Che 
Royal College of Art might be 
interested in a major public 
commission. Osman wrote to 
four promising youngsters, but 
they all replied they were too 
busy for a few months. Exas- 
perated, he then wrote to Ep- 
stein, who was by then 
world-famous. Next morning, 
Epstein turned up on Osman’s 
doorstep, and London's finest 
public sculpture was the result 

Osman enjoyed telling this 
story, to illustrate how spoilt and 
unrealmtic some art students 
could become. He believed that 
all artists should snatch at any 
opportunity to undertake com- 
missions, to satisfy a practical 
need. He also liked to put this 
commission in its difficult con- 
text, describing the origins of the 
long vista from Cavendish 
Square down to St George's, a 
vista which the convent build- 
ings and sculpture helped to en- 
hance. I realised the breadth of 
his learning. 

Other big architectural com- 
missions included Ranston 
House in Dorset, involving an 
almost total rebuild of a Geor- 
gian mans ion, which John Mar- 
lin Robinson in his book Latest 
Country Houses (1984) calls 
“among the most distinguished 
and stylish houses created since 
the last war". Another big state- 
ment, now alas altered with the 
central court roofed in, was the 
Principal's Lodging at Newn- 
ham College, Cambridge, like 
a tiny Italian Renaissance palaz- 
zo, but with splendid modem 
stained glass, and big sculptures 
by Geoffrey Clarke. 

Another success for Osman 
was his restoration of Staunton 
Harold church, in Leicester- 
shire, for die National Trust 
Perhaps more important was 
Shere church in Surrey, where 
his splendid altar frontals and 
ornaments are still in use. He 
explained to me there how 
nearly all architects fail to dis- 
cern correctly which parts of in- 
terior medieval walls were 
rendered with cement, which 
were intended to reveal the 
beauty of the bare stone. 

Osman did not enjoy the 
new architecture of accurate 
cost-accounting and quantity- 
surveying. He once worked for 
Sir Richard Seifert, doyen of this 
new style of prefabricated office 
budding. Osman told me bow 
he had to hide beneath Seifert's 


to Changi gaol or the Japanese 
camps, and those who now 


lie in Taukkyanjthe war ceme- 
tery in Rangoon] or Thanbyuza- 
yat (the huge and moving 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission cemetery]." 

Years later, when Brand was 
much in the public eye as the 
prosecuting counsel securing 
the second murder conviction 
of Donald Forbes, who had 
struck again within six weeks of 
being released on licence from 
his first life sentence, a gnarled 
old sergeant from the Argyll and - 
Sutherland Highlanders who 
came to my surgery on entire- 
ly different business said as he 
was leaving: "See, yon Brand. 
He was a very brave lad Mind 
you be was clumsy too. Ought 
to have got an MC. Good 
officer when the chips were 
down." 

This was an unsolicited tes- 
timonial from a man, himself a 
holder of the Military Medal, in 
a position to know. 

It was perhaps indicative of 
Brand’s spirit that he got him- 
self seconded to the King’s 
African Rifles and set about 
learning Swahili, a task well 
within the compass of one who 
bad studied Classics for two 
years at university when he en- 
tered Glasgow at 16. Forty 
vears on Brand was to be hon- 
oured by being made a Judge of 
Appeal at the High Coun of 
Botswana in 1994 partly on 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


wonderful father and grandfather, 
who will be missed by hfc many, rnaay 
friends. Requiem mass on Tuesday 23 
April at 12 noon. The Sacred Heart 
Cpnnch, Edge H3L Wimbtedoc. Fam- 
ily flowers only, donations may be 
made to Cafbd or Jesuit Missions, cfo 
David Smalt Funeral Directors, 169 
Merton Road, Wuxfrwortfi. London 
SW1R 

KUHN: Josephine Parfitt Klein died an 
II April aged 67. Fbnenil (no black; 
jin all btrae»es of flowere only) wfll be 

loriunvE^ Finchley, at 1130 me. 


Announcements for Gazette 
JBDtmS, MARRIAGES A DEATHS 
maybe telephoned to 0171-293 2011 
or faxed to 0171-293 2010, and are 
charged at £<L50 a line /VAT extra). 


National Gallery; Gabriele Finnldi. 
‘'Curators and Conservators (ili): 
Neapolitan School, The Adoration of 
ihe Shepherds", lpm. 

British Museum: Barbara Bread, 
"Moghul Mosques and Tombs", i 
1.15pm. ! 


office desk to escape (he wrath 
of angry visiting creditors; Os- 
man was not the only British ar- 
chitect to incur money problems 
in the Sixties. Seifert later con- 
ffnzted this anecdote to me, 
adding a charming postscript: 
“Mr Osman,” he said, “is the 
most creative man I have ever 
meL" 

Osman was the first to admit 
that he was a "lousy business- 
man", which is partly why bis ar- 
chitectural practice did not 
flourish. He could be alarmingly 
honest with his clients. Graham 
Sutherland, the painter, wrote 
to him, “You are the only ar- 
chitect I know who can draw." 
The result, alas, was that Osman 
spent more energy on Ids beau- 
tiful arehitecturaTdrawings than 
he did on the equally vital cost- 
ings. A friend once called Os- 
man “the original hippie", 
meaning that his loving nature 
was not overloaded with 
material self-interest. 

Osman made a huge, vision- 
ary scheme for Lord Robor- 
ougfa’s model village striding 
across Dartmoor. For St John’s 
Smith Square, Osman, sup- 
ported by the Earl of Harewood 
and others, planned an interi- 
or with a ceiling by Picasso. Os- 
man knew that the original 
Georgian architecture by 
Thomas Archer had not sur- 
vived sufficiently to warrant 
what was eventually chosen, a 
reconstruction In a faked 
Archer style. For an extension 
to St Edmund Hall, Oxford, 
Osman dreamed of a tall 
cantilevered tower, ah exciting 
addition to a famous skyline. 

He loved details, and the 
artists and craftsmen who made 
them, and it was this love which 
eventually turned him into an 
amazin g goldsmith. For Lady 
Hollenden in Gloucestershire, 
he designed a green oak 
cantilevered spiral staircase 5ft 
wide. The engineering was dif- 
ficult to make, the cost was dif- 
ficult to estimate, because 
nothing like it had ever been 
made anywhere before. It was 
a great success. 

For the Marchioness of Loth- 
ian at Melbourne Hall. Der- 
byshire, he restored the 
Georgian garden arbour by the 
blacksmith Robert Bakewell. 
He told me that a ton of paint 
was removed, and a thousand 
new pieces of wrought iron in- 
serted to replace crude repairs 



Osman showing o4T the gold crown cotnmisskMied from him fry the GoUtsntttfra' Company for the Investiture of Prince Charies as Prince of Wales at Caernarvon Castle, 1969 


which had been improvised 
with bits of gas piping. The orig- 
inal colours' were discovered and 
restored, and a masterpiece of 
ironwork was reborn. 

He wrote, “In the past, peo- 
ple didn't mind if they made 
jewels or cathedrals; now, most 
architects would feel very let 
down if they had to make their 
wife a button." Osman moved 
out of masonry and into 
precious metals with grace and 
apparent ease. A symbolic link 
between these parallel careers 
of his was the first of the dioce- 
san treasuries organised by the 
Worshipful Company of Gold- 
smiths in cathedrals, to house 
and display plate from the dio- 
cese: we commissioned Osman 
to design the treasuiy.in Lincoln 
Cathedral. Again, in 1969, we 
commissioned him to make the 
crown which we presented to 
the Prince of Whies for his in- 
vestiture in Caernarvon Castle. 
Soon before the delivery date 


the Queen asked a mutual 
friend whether the crown would 
be on time: “Certainly, ma'am," 
came the reply. “It will arrive at 
the very last moment, and h will 
be a work of high genius, but tiie 
artist may be covered in straw, 
and the floor of his van may be 
covered in cowpats." 

The crown, now in the Na- 
tional Museum of Wales in 
Cardiff, is deservedly the best- 
known piece of new British 
gold of this century. It was 
made by a process stul new for 
gold - electrofonmng - and it 
hunched Osman’s new home, 
the huge Northamptonshire 
mansion Canons Ashby, where 
he now made his workshop 
with half a dozen helpers. 

In 1971 came the triumphant 
Louis Osman Gold Exhibition 
at Goldsmiths’ Hall, financed by 
various gold mining concerns, 
with the impressive total of 
105 exhibits, nearly all made in 
Osman's favourite metal, gold. 


In the catalogue the Duke of 
Edinburgh calls Osman a great 
craftsman, which seems no less 
than fair comment In 1973, Os- 
man finished the first of his ma- 
jestic series of medals, for the 
exhibition at Goldsmiths' Hall 
“Medals Today ", including 
some inspired floor plans and 
profiles of cathedrals housing 
the Goldsmiths’ treasuries. In 
1974, Osman startled his neigh- 
bours with an extraordinary 
one-man show of 131 pieces at 
Canons Ashby, including several 
fine jewels which he had start- 
ed to add to his vocabulary, 
sometimes for his neighbours 
like the Isham family. 

In 1958 he made a very heavy 
cast silver wine mug for Sir Hen- 
ry Tizard to use at Goldsmiths’ 


tually found a word of praise for 
it: “It will be useful to throw at 
people in committee meetings." 
be declared. Osman, himself im- 


patient in committees, liked 
thaL 

One of Osman's first big 
commissions had been in 1964, 
for a new high altar cross in Ely 
Cathedral. Graham Sutherland 
made the central crucifix. Sad- 
ly, the cathedral rejected this 
major work, which ended in 
Dallas Museum, after a spell 
with Emery Reves, the Suther- 
land collector, at Villa la Pausa 
outside Marseilles. Osman 
made the high altar cross for 
Exeter cathedral (now in St 
Gabriel’s Chapel there); a 
lectern for the Victoria and Al- 
bert Museum: in 1976, the gold, 
enamelled casket for Magna 
Carta, given by the British 
government to celebrate the 
Bicentennial, and now in 
the Capitol at Washington; and 
a long succession of magnificent, 
provocative treasures for the 
collection at Goldsmiths' Hall. 

“Your work must show pas- 
sion," be used to say to his 


Lord Brand 


account of his interest in and 
knowledge of the local 
languages. 

David Brand's father, a Sher- 
iff Substitute and Writer to the 
Signet in Dumfries, died when 
be was nine. His unde financed 
his education at Stonyhuist 
College and throughout his life 
Brand was a staunch and devout 
Roman Catholic, contributing 
in particular to the parish life 
of St Margaret’s Roman 
Catholic parish in South 
Queensfeny. After the war, 
which he ended as a captain, he 
completed his legal studies at 
Edinburgh University, joined 
the Faculty of Advocates in 
1948 and became Junior 
Counsel to the Department of 
Education for Scotland in 1951. 

This was invaluable experi- 
ence when he was the minister 
who had to deal with the cause 
cdlibre which rumbled on for a 
decade and more of the case of 
Malloch vs Aberdeen Corpora- 
tion whicb reached the House 
of Lords in April 1971 before 
Lords Reid, Morris of Borth-y- 
Gest, Lord Guest Lord WHber- 
force and Lord Simon of 
Glaisdale. It involved natural 


justice, public authority, dis- 
missal of an employee, statutory 


missal of an employee, statutory 
protection, dismissal being in- 
valid unless the employee was 
receiving not less than three 
weeks’ notice of motion for dis- 
missal and the whole question 
of teacher registration. Brand 


was thought to have acquitted 
himself with distinction in such 
high-powered legal company. 

After being Sheriff of Dum- 
fries and Galloway and Sheriff 
of Roxburgh, Berwick and 
Selkirk he was appointed 
Solicitor-General in the Heath 
government He led the evi- 
dence at the fatal accident in- 
quiry into three major disasters. 
The first was at the Glasgow 
Rangers stadium when 66 foot- 
ball supporters were crushed to 
death when the crowd turned at 
the barriers hearing of a late 
goal. Secondly, Brand led the 
evidence into a gas explosion at 
Cl arks ton in Glasgow which 
claimed the lives of 21 shoppers, 
and thirdly he dealt with the 
Cairngorm case when six 
schoolchildren perished in atro- 
cious weather conditions 
because of bad supervision. 

He was well known for his 
meticulous preparation, some- 
thing that he had learnt from 
Professor Sir Ernest Wedder- 
burn, the distinguished Profes- 
sor at Edinburgh University 
and founder of the legal firm of 
Shepherd and Wedderburu, 
who had taken an interest in 
Brand alter his father died. 

Throughout his life Brand 
was supported by two strong 
and remarkable women. His 
first wife Josephine died in 
1968 and his second wife Vera 
to whom he was married for 27 
years had been Josephine's 


bridesmaid at their wedding. In 
his memoirs. An Advocate's 
Tide (1994), Brand describes the 
arrangement whereby he was a 
government minister but not a 
member either of the House of 
Lords or the House of Com- 
mons as being highly satisfac- 
tory, as he was able really to give 
his attention to the Crown Of- 
fice side of a law officer's work 
without having to trudge up and 
down for parliamentary divi- 
sions. He was an ornament in 
the best sense of the word to the 
Scottish legal system. 

Perhaps Brand’s most lasting 
contribution will be for the 
work that he did as chainnan of 
the Medical Appeal Tribunal 
from 1959 to 1970. As a con- 
stituency MP in those years rep- 
resenting ex-shale - min ers and 
coalminers angry that their 
chronic bronchitis did not en- . 
title them to pneumoconiosis 
benefits I was involved with 
Brand as chairman. Harsh he 
may have been in the criminal 
court lenient and human he was 
in the medical tribunal. I asked 
him how he had become inter- 
ested in medical problems. 
Again it was back to Burma. 

The 14th Army had institut- 
ed Mala ria Fo rward Treatment 
Units (MFTUs), which were in 
effect field hospitals tented, or 
more often in bashes, a few 
miles behind the forward edge 
of the battlefield. Such a system 
reduced the load on lines of 


communication and meant that 
a soldier was away from his unit 
for considerably less time than 
would otherwise have been the 
case. Since for five months in 
every year (May to September) 
the monsoon bore down on the 
jungle in a monthly rainfall 10 
times that of Ireland destroying 
roads and preventing air move- 
ment, these forward hospital 
units were most important 
Brand had a lot to do with 
this innovation and it started 
him on a lifelong interest in 
medico-legal problems. 

HumDalyell 


David William Robert Brand, 
judge: bom Dumfries 21 October 
1923; admitted to Faculty of Ad- 
vocates 1948; Standing Junior 
Counsel to the Department of Ed- 
ucation for Scotland 1951; 
Advocate-Depute for Sheriff- 
Court 1953; Extra Advocate- 
Depute for Glasgow Circuit 1955; 
QC 1959; Chairman, Medical 
Appeal Tribunal 1959-70; Senior 
Advocate-Depute 1 964; Sheriff of 
Dumfries and Galloway 1968, 
Roxburgh, Berwick and Selkirk 
1970; Solicitor-General fa- Scot- 
land 1970-72; Senator of the Col- 
lege of Justice in Scotland (as 
Lord Brand) 1972-89; Judge of 
.Appeal, High Court of Botswana 
1994; married 1948 Joseph ine 
Devlin (died 1968 ; four daugh- 
ters), 1969 Veronica Lynch (nee 
Russell); died North Berwick 14 
April 1996. 


Brand; a latter-day Judge Jeffreys at the Scottish legal system 


Birthdays 

Mrs Sirimavo Bandaranalke, for- 
mer prime minister of Sri Lanka. 80; 
Mr Chris Barber, jazz mnskaao, 66; 
Mr John Barrett, tennis commenta- 
tor. 65; Mr Norman Cowans, crick- 
eter, 35: Miss Roth EtcheUs, former 
Principal, St Johns College, Durham, 
65; Miss Clare Francis, novelist and 
yadlitsnoman, 50; Mrs Anne Harris, 
former national chainnan. National 
Federation of ’Women’s Insriuiics, 71; 
Miss Olivia Hussey, actress, 45; Mr 
Henry Kelly, broadcaster, 50; Mr 
James Last, bandleader, 67; The 

Hem Sir Humphrey Maud, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Common- 
wealth, 62; Mr Riorardo Potrese, 
grand prbr driver, 42; Mrs Dora 
Saint {‘‘Miss Read"), writer, 83; Mrs 
Eileen Staxneis-Smitb, former Head- 
mistress, Malvern Girts’ College, 
67; Dr Michael Stroud, explorer, 41; 
Sir Michael Vernon, chairman, 
RNU, 70; The Right Rev John 
Yales, former Bishop of Gloucester, 
71. 


Anniversaries 


Births Joan ft rd. playwright, 1586; 
Henry Vaughan, poet, 1622; Vadav 
Jan (Wenzel Johann) Tomasek, or- 
ganist, pianist mid composer, 1774; 
James Thom, sculptor, 1802; Vical 
Cole, painter, 1833; John Keipont 
Morgan, financier, 1837, lan Hay 
(John Hay Berth), novelist, 1876; Sir 


(Charles) Leonard Woolley, ar- 
chaeologist. 1880; Dame Margaret 
Tbyte (Maggie Tate), soprano. 1888; 
Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev, 
Russian leader, 1894; Thornton Niv- 
en Wilder, novelist and playwright, 
1897; Lindsay Gordon Anderson, 
film, television and theatre director, 
1923. Deaths: Marie dc Rabutin 
Chantal, Marquise de 5£vign£, 
writer. 1696; Benjamin Franklin, au- 
thor, diplomat and scientist, 1790; 
Catherine Maria Fanshawe, painter 
and poet, 1834; James Thom, sculp- 
tor, 1850; Alexander Mackenzie, 
first Liberal prime minister of Cana- 
da, 1892; Kawabata Yasimari, nov- 
elist, 1972; General Mark Wayne 
Clark, soldier. 19S4; Scon Brady 
(Gerald Tierney), actor, 1985. On this 
day; at Dordrecht (Don), Holland, 
the sea broke through the dykes, and 
over 100,000 people were drowned, 
1421; Martin Luther was excommu- 
nicated by the Diei of Worms, J52J; 
the Act of Supremacy was partially 
re-enacted in England. 1559; the Re- 
public of Guatemala was founded, 
1S39; the Empire Theatre, London, 
opened as the Royal London Panora- 
ma, 1870; Turkey declared war on 
Greece, 1897; the comic opera Tam 
Janes was first produced, London, 
1907; Premium Savings Bonds were 
introduced in Britain, 1956; in 
Ghana, junior army officers made an 
unsuccessful attempt to seize pow- 
er, 1969; the attempted invasion of 


Cribs took place al the Bay of J’igs. 
1961; in Chechoslovakia, Alexander 
Dubcek was replaced by Dr Gustav 
Husak as Erst secretary of the Com- 
munist Party. 1969; in Cambodia, the 

dvil war ended after the capital, Ph- 
nom Penh, surrendered to the 
Khmer Rouge forces. 1975. Today is 
the Feast Day of Si Ayben, St Don- 
nan and Others, St Innocent of Tbr- 
lona, St Mappalicus and Others, St 
Robert Of Chaise- Dicu and St 
Stephen Harding. 


by the Wardens, Mr M.H. Field and 
Mr CJL.C- Hawkes, presided at the 
Annoal Banquet held yesterday 
evening in the Mansion House, Lon- 
don EC4. The Lord Mayor of 
London, Mr John Cbalstrey, ac- 
companied ty the Lady Mayoress, 
Mrs OialstTey, the Sher iffs and iheir 
ladies, was the speaker. The Very Rev 
Dr FLR. Wyflie and Mr AJ2. Gibson 
also spoke. 


David Band 

A service of thanksgiving for the life 
of David Band will be held on Tbes- 
day 14 May at Southwark Cathedral 
at 10.45am. Friends and colleagues 
are all welcome. 


Royal Society 

of Medicine 


Ms Carol Edwins Ihytoz to he a full- 
time chairman of Industrial Tri- 
bunals, assigned to the London 
South Region. 

Mrs Carotine Jane Lloyd, to be a full- 
time Immigration Adjudicator, de- 
signed a special adjudicator. 

Mr James Aiden O’Brien Q uinn, to 
be a full-time legal member of the Im- 
migration Appeal Tribunal. 

Mr Ian StuarlFairmod, to be a dis- 
trict judge, on the North Eastern 
CinndL 


Dinners 


Saints and Sinaers Club 
The Saints and Sinners Club Annu- 
al Dinner was held yesterday evening 
at the Sawy Hotel, London WL Mr 
John Mortimer QC, Canon Roger 
Rttyfc, Mr Cliff Mogan and Mr John 
Smiley, Chairman of the Club, were 
the speakers. Mr Sunley installed Mr 
Gay Kfoderetey as bis successor at the 
conclusion of the dinner. 


Pkofcssor fan fsheroood delivered 
the Jcphcoti Lecture, “The Ima g in g 
Quest - a search for reality" yester- 
day evening at the Royal Society of 
Medicine, London Wl. Sir Donald 
Harrison, President of the society, ac- 
companied by Lady Harrison, re- 
ceived the guests at a supper held 
afterwards. Among those present 


Schools 


Mr and Mrs N.W. Juphcoii; Sv Rtchunl and 
Ladly tyfcew Sir Goninir and Lady Utoisiui. 
holme; Sir Gordon and Lady Hwn: Sir 

Oinstaphci Booth; Sir Darid and Ladrlnoc* 
WatianiK Sir George and Lady Pinker Sir 
ChrtHopfJcr Paine. 


Actuaries Company 

Mr CW.F. Low, Master, Worshipful 

Company of Actuaries, accompanied 


Appointments 

Judge John R Roberts, to be a mem- 
ber or the Ethnic Minorities Advisory 
Committee of the Judicial Studies 
Board, 


St John's School, Leatherhead 
Summer Term begins today at St 
John’s School, LeatherheatL Mark 
Glcw is Captain of the School and 
Richard Vo «er is Captain of Crick- 
et- The Junior School play. Loot, will 

be performed on 22. 23 and 24 May 

and the ODS production of Abigail's 
Awry will be on 4 and 5 July. Choral 
Evensong is ai 6.30pm on Tuesday 7 
May,, the Friends of St John’s Recita] 
is at b-30pm on Thursday 6 June and 
the Summer Concert wfll be per- 
fonned on Sunday 30 June at Spin. 
Old Johiuan Sunday is 30 June - the 
preadierwgbe the Rev Martin Fran- 

oJu^whentiK. Guest of Honour wifi 
be Lora Carlisle of Bucklow. Mr S W 
Chubb retires at the end of W-’ 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Duke of Edinburgh opens the 
Southampton Oceanography Centre. 
Empress Docks, South amp ion; as 
Colond-in-Chief. visits the Royal Elec- 
trical and Mechanical Engineers, Tid- 
wnrt/i, Wiltshire. The Prince of Wales, 
Visitor, visits the Glasgow School of Art; 
as Royal Visitor, Scottish Conservation 
Projects Trust, visits Oraigtcm Cemetery 
environmental project, CardoaaJd, 
Gtosgtw, and as Visitor, visits Strath- 
University, Oafgyw. The Princess 
Koral. President, the Rural Housing 
Tnist, opens Uk new scheme developed 
by the English Rural Housing Assod- 

at»n at Mary Cross Close, Wigginglim, 
Hertfordshire; as Patron, Dunn Nutri- 

txm Ctnire, auentfc a ooliaboraifon be- 
tween ihc Medical Research Council 


Tfcraj Health, at Hills Road Sixth Form 
CoUegtCambridge; and as President, 
‘ Olympic Association. anmJs the 
Cambridge Appeal Dinner at THflilv 
College, Cambridge. Princess Mhttrel 
of Kent, President, SSAFA. attends a 
farewell dinner for the controller. 
Qfarlea Grey, at Apsley House.' 
London NWS. 


Changing of the Guard 
Tha Household Cavalry Mounted Rc^s- 
imern mounts the Queen's Life Guird 
at Horse Guards, Uom; 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards mounts the Queen’s 
Guard, at Buckingham Palace, 
1130am. band provided by the Sorts 
Guards. : ■ 
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craftsmen. He disliked math- 
ematical perfection and sym- 
metry: he always demanded 
personality and individuality. 
Once when I was with him, he 
was as usual explaining his 
ideas tty drawing them. The pen- 
cil became blunt. Wbat he was 
saying was so urgent that, 
instead of sharpening the 


■** 


point, be simply broke the 
whole pencil in naif to reveal an 
undamaged lead inside. 

A blunt lead would not stop 
Osman's creative flow. Nor did 
his near-bankruptcy in 1979. 
when he left Canons Ashby 
and moved to Byford Court in 
Herefordshire, then to Harpton 
Court, in Powys. 

Graham Hughes 




,^4S* 




Louis Osman, artist, architect, 
goldsmith, medallist: bom Exeter 
30 January 1914; married 1940 
Dilys Roberts (one daugftier); 
died New Radnor, Powys J1 
April 1996. 
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National Power 


takeover fever 


grips market 


MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 


Takeover fever gripped the elec- 
tricity sector last night amid 
speculation that National Pow- 
er, the largest generator, is be- 
ing targeted for a £7bn-plus bid. 
Ordinary shares in the compa- 
ny soared by 27p to 517p and 
the partly paid by 30p to 387p, 
booking the company's market 
worth by £466m to £7.3bn. 

City analysis speculated that 
US utilities, including Southern 
Company, could be potential 
predators. A bid for National 

uAiiild rvmiirt? the a li- 


able to comment Some City an- 
alysts said that National Power, 
headed by John Baker, would 
be too big a target for Southern 
on its own but there was also 
speculation over a potential 
joint takeover. Some analysts 
think Southern Electric would 
be willing to dispose of some of 
National Power's generators 
over and above lhaL planned by 
the company itself. 

Within the industry the spec- 
ulative talk yesterday focused on 
the arrangement of a rumoured 
$12bn (£8bn) loan facility by 


■ftnver would require the ap- 
proval of the Government, 
which retains a golden share in 


National Power 


stars pries, peace 


the company. Agreement by 
ministers to a takeover, partic- 
■' ulariy by a foreign group, would 
•' almost certainty cause a politi- 
b cal forore. It is just over a year 
•‘since the Government sold its 
“last stakes in National Power 
“ and RjwerGcn for £4bn. 

' A team from SBC Warburg, 
i The merchant bank which last 
; year advised Southern on its 
'*£l.lbn bid for Sweb, was Iasi 
night locked in meetings and un- 
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banks including Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd and SBC Warburg. 

Other names mentioned 
amid the bid fever included 
Houston Industries, Pacific Gas 
and Electric and Mission En- 
ergy of the US. One analyst said 
potential European predators 
could include Spain's Endesa 
and Electricite de France. “We 
are seeing the sort of smoke that 
we rarely see in this industry 
without fire. The reason Na- 
tional Power's name has not 
been in the frame before is sim- 
ply its size,” he added. 

The bid flames were fanned 
earlier in the day following re- 
ports that Southern Company 
of the US was close to selling a 
large stake in South Western 
Electricity with a view to mak- 
ing further investments. 

Bill Dahlberg, Southern's 
chairman, said it bad no inten- 
tion of losing control at Sweb, 
which it bought for £l.lbn last 
year. But he said it would be 
“advantageous” to sell a mi- 
nority interest “to regain some 
of our financial investment and 
then reinvest lhaL on other 
quality companies like Sweb”. 
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A big target: John Baker, chairman of National Power (left), end Brian Birkenhead, finance director 


Mr Dahlberg did not com- 
ment on the generation busi- 
ness, although Southern is 
thought to have been keen at 
one time to buy power plants 
being sold by National Power 
under pressure from the regu- 
lator, Professor Stephen Ot- 
tlechild. Mr Dahlberg added 
that he did not envisage buying 
another UK regional electrici- 
ty firm “at this point". 

National Power declined to 
comment on the rumours. A 
spokesman for Southern Com- 


pany refused to respond to 
speculation that it might bid for. 
a British company following 
disposal of the Sweb stake. 
There was talk in the City ear- 
lier that Southern may seek to 
acquire South West Water, 
which faces potential rival bids 
tty Severn Trent Water and 
Wessex Water. 

Mr Dahlberg had said he saw 
“an opportunity coming in pret- 
ty quickly to bring in water busi- 
ness in a country outside the 
US". 


The .rumours emerged at a 
sensitive time for National Pow- 
er, which is awaiting the Gov- 
ernment's response to a 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission report on its pro- 
posed takeover of Southern 
Electric of the UK. Ministers 
were outraged at the end of last 
week following the leak of the 
MMC report on the National 
Rjwer takeover. The Economist 
magazin e reported that the 
MMC had recommended that 
the Government approve Na- 


tional Power's takeover of 
Southern and that of Midlands 
Electricity tty PowerGen. 

Separately, Utilicoip of the 
US said it would buy out the re- 
maining 25 per cent of its UK 
subsidiary, which has gas mar- 
keting joint ventures with sev- 
eral regional electricity firms. 
The stake, thought to be worth 
about £15m, was owned by a 
company called Norland Gas 
whose directors included Sir fan 
MacGregor. 

Comment, page 21 


Optimism over economy spurs shares to a record 


f DIANE COYLE 

' Economics Editor 


' | Shares in London celebrated 
■'encouraging figures on the 
f economy, climbing for the third 
’day running to set another 
..record. The FT-SE 100 index 
Vended the day 34.8 points 
higher at 3,825 J, helped tty a 
"strong start on Will Street." 

Retailers were among the 
best performers in London, 
' boosted by Monday s upbeal re- 
’ ; porl on sales last month from 
' tl.e British Retail Consortium 


and good results from the su- 
permarket chain Tesco. 

Property shares benefited 
from brighter news from estate 
agents, who said March saw the 
strongest housing market ac- 
tivity for two years. 

Many analysts who had not 
expected the FT-SE 100 to pass 
the 3,800 mark before mid- 
year have begun to set their 
sights on the target of 4,000. 
Economists expect most of the 
figures due this week, including 
unemployment, earnings and re- 
tail prices, to be helpful. How- 


ever, the full-year figures for 
government borrowing could be 
disappointing for the gills mar- 
ket. It will also scrutinise the 
minutes released today of the 
meeting on 7 March between 
Kenneth Clarke and Eddie 
George for hints about the 
Bank of England's attitude to 
further reductions in the cost of 
borrowing. 

Investors are reacting to 
hopes that the economy Is im- 
proving enough to help the 
Conservatives start climbing 
out of the electoral doldrums. 


“There is a feeling that the mar- 
ket was discounting political 
risks. The FT-SE 100 bears the 
brunt of the changes in politi- 
cal sentiment," Philip lsher- 
wood, equity strategist at 
Kleinwort Benson, said. 

Robert Barrie at BZW said 
it was increasingly clear there 
was a pick-up in the economy 
that would help corporate prof- 
its. “The pause in growth has 
been rough for some firms, so 
there could be quite a bounce 
back in corporate earnings.** 

There were fresh signs yes- 


terday of buoyancy in the econ- 
omy. Optimism among small 
businesses leapt in the three 
months to February, according 
to a quarterly survey of 1,700 
small businesses by the office 
supplier Office World. 

TTie survey’s poll of the vot- 
ing intentions of the s mall busi- 
ness owners also signalled the 
first increase in Lhe Conserva- 
tives’ share since November 
1994. It climbed 4 points to 31.7 
per cent,_with labour’s stand- 
ing unchanged at 25.5 percent. 

Separately, new construction 


orders jumped 9 per cent in the 
three months to February com- 
pared with the previous three, 
according to the Department of 
the Environment. They were 1 1 
per cent higher than the same 
period a year earlier despite 
Ming in January and February. 

Wall Street's strength un- 
derpinned the rise in London 
share prices. The Dow Jones in- 
dex was more than 14 points 
higher at 5,60737 by mid-mom- 
ing, helped by some strong 
first-quarter coroorate results.^ 

They included the car giant 


Chrysler, which reported first- 
quarter earnings of Sl.Olbn 
and record revenues of S15bn, 
well above analysts' expecta- 
tions. Other contributors to 
the Dow’s advance were rises in 
Eastman Kodak and IBM. 

There was additional evi- 
dence that the US economy was 
steadily recoveringfrom its ear- 
lier slowdown. A 03 per cent 
drop in industrial output in 
March resulted from the strike 
al_ General Motors. Adjusting 
7or~ the strike.output grew 03 
percent. 


Lawyers for Peter Robinsort the 
Woolwich chief executive whore 
recent shock resignation fol- 
lowing claims of financial 
irregularities rocked thesooety, 
have received the first docu- 
ments detailing the allegations 

against him. ... , 

DJ Freeman, senators to Mr 
Robinson, said yesterday the 
first batch of papers had been 
banded over by Unklatere & 
Paines, who act for Woolwich. 

Mr Robinson was believed to 
have met barristers yesterday to 
prepare his defence against 
claims that he misused society 
resources. However, he has re- 
sisted calls to appear at the so- 
ciety’s annual meeting in 
London tomorrow, arguing that 
such a move would be counter- 
productive for himself and 
Woolwich. 

It is understood that the doc- 
uments handed on behalf of 
Woolwich to DJ Freeman arc 
only the first in a series relat- 
ing to his case. 

More papers are likely to be 
submitted by Linklaters & 
Paines in the next few weeks, in- 
cluding a separate report by the 
accountancy firm KPMG, 
brought in as external auditors 
tty Woolwich to examine the 
matter in more detaiL 

Sources within Woolwich 
have alleged that Mr Robinson 
used society gardeners to car- 
ry out work on the grounds of 
his property, in the village of 
Brasted, Kent, as well as inter- 
nal decorating work on his 
£450.000 home. It is also 
claimed that he wrongly ob- 
tained the use of a Range Rover 
for his family. 

Mr Robinson, who was 
forced to resign suddenly two 
weeks ago after just three 
months in his new job, denies 
the allegations, which he argues 
are part of a vendetta from dis- 
gruntled employees who are 
aiming to smear him. 

He is insisting on compensa- 
tion for the sudden end of his 


two-year revolving contract, 
worth about £300.000 a year. 


Tesco stays top 
grocer with 
profit of £ 681 m 


NIGEL COPE 


Tesco strengthened its position 
i^as Britain's leading grocery re- 
ft taller yesterday when it report - 
jjed a 143 per cent surge in 
| profits to £68 1m. along with a 
s bullish message on current trad- 
g ing and an increase in spending 
Ron new stores and refurbish- 
| ments. 

52 Tesco claims that it has in- 
9 creased its share of the UK gro- 
Scery market from 12 per cent 
I last year to 13.6 per cent. raain- 
b Laming its lead over Sainsbuiy's. 
fiSainsbuiy's has yet to release its 
g figures but had a share of 113 
3 per cent last year. 

| David McCarthy, food retail 
£ analyst at the stockbroker BZW. 

I said the figures proved that 
the price battle between the su- 
permarkets was really just a 
“phoney war”. “'We've had price 
ware on turkeys, bananas, petrol 
and now baked beans. But 
iTesco's margins have only fall- 


i lcn by a fraction. If prices are 
falling on some products they 
are being increased elsewhere 
to make up for iL There ain’t 
| no price war out there.” 

1 Tesco. chaired by Sir Ian 
gMacLaurin, reported that, ex- 

! eluding new store openings, its 
sales had increased by almost 9 
per cent last year. In the five 
weeks to Easter sales continued 
to rise strongly by 7 per cent. 


However, (he petrol price 
war is causing some damage and 
will cost Tesco up to £30m this 
year as the company moves to 
match the Esso Price Watch 
campaign. David Malpas, 
Tesco’s managing director, said: 
“Our feeling is lhaL the present 
price position will continue for 
another 18 months or so and it 
will be uncomfortable. But we 
intend to be one of the people 
left standing at (he end of it and 
hope to emerge in a stronger 
position. We won't be beaten on 
price." Elsewhere, the BSE 
scare on beef has cost Tesco up 
to £ll)m so far on discounted 
stock and the cost of increasing 
supplies of other meats. 

The baked beans battle, with 
the price of a can falling to 3p, 
is proving a significant loss-mak- 
er as Tesco buys its beans at 14p 
a can. It is continuing to ration 
shoppers to four tins per cus- 
tomer to maintain stocks. “It's 
a veiy silly situation and we 
hope it won't continue for too 
long.” Mr Malpas said. 

As well as reporting that its 
Gu beard loyalty scheme had 
now signed up 83 milli on mem- 
bers since its launch last year, 
Tesco unveiled an aggressive 
store opening programme. 

It wifi open 34 new stores this 
year including 10 superstores, 
up to six city-centre Tesco Met- 
ros and six branches of Tesco 



Gas names new Red-faced R JR 
service chief raider retreats 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 



Sir Ian MacLaurin: Sales up by nearly 9 per cent 


Express, the new format where 
a petrol station has a conve- 
nience store attached. Mr Mal- 
pas said the Metro stores were 
profitable in spite of the high- 
er rents in prime locations. He 
added that the Express format 


appeared popular with cus- 
tomers although its perfor- 
mance had been clouded by the 
petrol price war. Seven stores 
will be opened in Europe. Cap- 


ital expenditure will rise above 
£700m this year, ahead of ex- 
pectations and higher than last 
year's figure of £649m. Profits 
of £681m, excluding a £6m loss 
on disposal of fixed assets, were 
struck on a 20 percent increase 
in group sales to £13bn in the 
year to 24 February. The divi- 
dend rose by 11.6 per cent to 
9.6p. The shares fell 3p to 287p. 

Investment column, page 22 


The changes sweeping through 
British Gas continued yesterday 
with the appointment of a new 
chief for its service business - 
a division that was heavily crit- 
icised for its performance dur- 
ing the winter freeze. 

Roger Wood, who until now 
has been managing director of 
Matra Marconi, replaces David 
Wills, who is to retire eady from 
the company after 27 years. 
British Gas said that there was 
no payoff for Mr Wells, who is 
55 and who will work alongside 
Mr Wood until the early autumn 
this year. 

Earlier this year British Gas 
came under fire for leaving 
customers waiting for days to 
have repairs earned out, even 
where they had paid around 
£100 for “three-star" service 
contracts. Customers who be- 
lieved they were in entitled to 
priority treatment were left 
without heating during the 
freeze, prompting an attack 
from the Gas Consumers Coun- 
cil, which said it had warned well 
in advance that the problem 
might occur. 

The appointment of a new 
managing director from outside 
the gas industry will be seen as 
a further attempt by British Gas 
to repair its damaged image. 
British Gas said Mr Wood had 
“wide experience in competitive 
customer-focused businesses" 
including l CL, the UK com- 


puter company owned by Fu- 
jitsu of Japan, and STC, the 
telecommunications group. 

During his time at STC be 
worked with Roy Gardner, 
British Gas director responsible 
for business trading operations, 
who is viewed increasingly as a 
key figure in the management 
team. 

Mr Gardner said: “David 
Wells has done an excellent job 
in establishing British Gasser-; 
vice as a separate business with- 
in British Gas. We now look to 
Roger Wood to build on that 
achievement and cany the busi- 
ness forward.” 

British Gas has suffered a se- 
ries of problems and public re- 
lations fiascos since the end of 
1994. Its fall from grace in the 
eyes of customers has shocked 
both the company and City an- 
alysts. British Gas has blamed i 
the drop in standards of service j 
on its radical restructuring to 
meet the changing shape of the 
UK gas market. 

The group now faces the 
prospect of domestic competi- 
tion starting with a pDol area in 
the South-west on 29 April. 
Gare Spottiswoode. the indus- 
try watchdog, has warned that 
British Gas will have to act to 
reassure customers to prevent 
them leaving the company in 
large numbers os competitors 
come on stream. 

So far only about 30,000 peo- 
ple from an area covering 
500,000 households have opted 
to leave British Gas. 


DANIELLE ROBINSON 

New Ybrk 



Bennett LeBow, the US in- 
vestor and corporate raider, 
yesterday staged an embar- 
rassing 11 th-bourdimb-down in 
his six-month battle to split 
RJR Nabisco Holdings Coipo- 
ratkm into separate food ana to- 
bacco businesses. 

He was set to team up with 
follow corporate raider Carl 
Icahn to launch a bitter proxy 
fight at today's RJR annual 
meeting. Mr LeBow said he 
called off his fight after failing 
to win enough votes to elect his 
board nominees. 

His plan was to oust cunent 
RJR board members, replace 
them with people sympathetic 
to his and Mr Icahn's views and 
then spin off Nabisco. Lhe food 
business. 

That would have left RJR 
with the tobacco company RJ 
Reynolds, which he then want- 
ed to merge with cigarette man- 
ufacturer Liggett Group, a 
subsidiary of his company 
Brooke Group, of which he is 
chairman. 

But as RJR Nabisco braced 
itself for one of its most volatile 
shareholder meetings, Mr 
LeBow said yesterday. “Al- 
though this is disappointing, it 
comes as no surprise. We always 
knew we were facing an uphill 
battle." 

The news is a big coup for 
RJR, which broke records in 
1989 as the world's largest 


leveraged buyout when KKR 
look it over for S25bn. 

Mr Icahn and Mr LeBow to- 
gether control about 19 milli on 
shares, equal to about 7 percent 
of RJR, making them the sec- 
ond-largest shareholders. 

Both men are notorious for 
buying up strategic stakes in 
companies in a bid to force 
management to execute actions 
that benefit their own business 
objectives. 

This lime, however, neither 
seem to have any specific plans 
regarding RJR, apart from con- 
tinuing to loudly voice their 
opinions. Mr LeBow attempt- 
ed to redeem himself yesterday 
by arguing that his six-month 
fight with RJR forced the com- 
pany to restore some share- 
holder rights and announce an 
increased dividend and a mod- 
est share repurchase pro- 
gramme. “It's no doubt that 
without the pressure we applied 
... managers would not have 
gone that far ” he said. 

He said he would continue to 
demand that RJR spin off 
Nabisco now. “We still believe 
in a Nabisco spin-off and we are 
still convinced that it can and 
should be done," he said. ^ _ 

Last January RJR floated a 
193 per cent stake in Nabisco. 
The move was structured to 
allow RJR to spin off the re- 
maining Nabisco shares at a fu- 
ture date on a tax-free basis. 

However, the RJR board wffl 
not consider a complete spin- 
off untill 997 or 1998. 
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UNIT TRUST PRICES 

Starting today (on page 19) a fuller list of 

unit trust prices will appear on 

Wednesdays as well as on Saturdays. 
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Power by courtesy of good of Atlanta, Georgia 


‘Presented as a 
genuine merger to 
create a new world- 
class transatlantic 
company in power 
generation and 
distribution, it might 
just about be possible 
to sell this deal to a 
sceptical Parliament' 


ft 


r phosc good ol* boys from Atlanta, Geor- 
X gia, the people who took over South 
Western Electricity last year, are an ambi- 
tious lot. Bui have they the stomach - or the 
money - to mourn a takeover bid for 
Brit ain's largest power generator. National 
Power? That was the buzz in the stock mar- 
ket last night - a £7.5bn bid for National 
Power from Southern Company of the US. 
Sounds ridiculous, doesn't it? Surely the 
Government would never wear it? With no 
approach yet made to National Power, 
which is working on plans to renew its bid 
for the rather smaller Southern Electric of 
the UK. nor on the face of it would the 
company. 

But just listen to this. Where there’s a mil 
there’s a way. Property presented, as a gen- 
uine merger to create a new world-class 
trans- Allan tic company in power generation 
and distribution, it might just about be pos- 
sible to sell this deal to a sceptical Parlia- 
ment Everyone else is merging, growing big- 
ger and going global. Why confine power 
generation to hs narrow domestic market? 

Capitalised at more than S15bn, Southern 
Company of the US could certainly afford 

to bid, highly geared though utilities tend to , 
be in the US. But plainly it needs to tread 
carefully. If it were to charge in with a hos- 
tile takeover, it probably wouldn't stand a 
chance. This is a government desperate to 
hang on to power for as long as it lakes for 
that elusive feel-good (actor to show through 
in the polls. Ministers are hardly going to 


allow a highly charged City takeover battle 
to upset the apple cart. 

Ideologically, they may not care very 
much if more than a quarter of Britain's gen- 
erating capacity ends up in American hands. 
This government’s view of these things has 
long been the purist one that provided the 
utilities are properly run and regulated, it 
doesn't really matter where they are owned 
and by whom. However, with the Govern- 
ment's parliamentary majority virtually non- 
existent, ideology is not the guiding factor. 

Labour MPs would not be the only ones 
throwing up their hands in horror. There 
would dc plenty of Littk: Englander Tories 
joining them. Quite how the Government 
wouldchoosc to exercise its golden share in 
these circumstances is anyone's guess, lo 
make this deal work at all, therefore, South- 
ern has to sell it as a genuine partnership, 
with a real and very senior role for British 
management in the merged company. Could 
it be made to work? Much stranger and 
more difficult transactions than (his one 
have. So why not? The balls are rolling. All 
depends ou whether National Power’s John 
Baker is prepared to play. 

PFI critique is 
a familiar one 

T he poor old Private Finance Initiative 
has taken such a battering of late that 
Sir Alastair Morton, its erstwhile chairman. 


must be sorely tempted to forget about . 
Eurotunnel's woes for a moment and re- ! 
enter the fray. The PFI has ail the hallmarks j 
of a financial nightmare in the making : 
almost too good for a bruiser like Sir Alas- 
tair to miss. If he did bring his crisis man- ' 
agement skills to bear again he would find 
himself on familiar territory - trapped 
between duplicitous ministers on the one 
band and whingeing building contractors on j 
the other, with MPs sniping from the rocks. 

The latest critique of the PFI from the 
| Commons Treasury Committee journeys 
along a familiar road. Despite one curious 
and out-of-context reference to the PFI as 
"very imaginative and laudable", the MPs 
make h pretty plain that it will be time for 
the concrete overshoes sooner rather than 
later unless things start to go right. 

There are two schools of thought about 
the PFL both of which get a good airing in 
the committee's report. One is that the PFI 
will fail miserably to live up to expectations, 
leaving an embarrassing and large hole in 
capital spending plans for this government 
or, more probably, its successor to pick up. 

The other is that the PFI succeeds beyond 
everyone’s wildest dreams and results in a 
deferred public spending binge of such 
huge andjvl un quantifiable proportions that 
it would bring a blush to the face around at 
the Building Employers Confederation. 

The beauty of the PFI is that it brings pri- [ 
vale sector efficiency to public sector pro- \ 
curement in a way that almost certainly i 


leaves the taxpayer better off. The drawback 
is that it in effect turns capital expenditure 
today into current expenditure tomorrow 
because instead of paying to get things built, 
the slate pays for them to be run. 

This in turn skews investment decisions 
because projects are selected more on the 
basis of profitability than need. There is no 
reason why the profit motive and planned 
long-term investment in the infrastructure 
cannot co-odst and produce the right result. 

The problem, as the MPs point out, is that 
no one will know until either the Isle of 
Wight has been turned into a penal colony 
because nobody’ is building prisons or con- 
versely half the country is incarcerated in 
shiny new cells courtesy of Michael Howard 
and over-zealous private contractors. With 
a choice between the PFI fizzling out after 
all the hype or storing up a public deficit 
problem of mind-boggling proportions for 
the next generation, it is easy to see which 
way things will go. It will not be the first time 
a government has mortgaged the future. 

A simple idea 
watered down 

B v far the most interesting idea in yes- i 
terday’s consultative document from | 
the DTI on shareholders' rights came from 1 
the National Association of Pension Funds, | 
which has proposed making it easier for pen- i 
sion funds to appoint speakers on the floor I 


at AGMs. At present it is hard for nomi- 
nee companies - run by big fund managers 
to hold shares on behalf of their pension 
fund clients - to appoint more than one rep- 
resentative to speak from the floor, because 
of diffic ulties with the Companies Act. Yet 
that nominee company may be responsible 
for shares owned by many different sets of 
pension fund trustees. 

A change in the law to make it easier for 
the nominee company to appoint multiple 
representatives to speak at the AGM on 
behalf of the beneficial owners of the shares 
would give indi vidual pension fu n ds and 
their trustees much greater access to the 
floor of the meetings. Instead of a big fund 
management group making an anodyne 
contribution - frit says anything at all - the 
trustees of client funds would be able to send 
their own people in to speak. Initiatives like 
this, giving the real owners of institutional 
raonev a greater say, are a move in the right 
direction for shareholder democracy. 

As for the rest of Lhe document, unfor- 
tunately it shows how easily the best White- 
hall minds can water down a simple idea. 
The Employment Select Committee wanted 
companies to be made to pay for share- 
holder resolutions at annual meetings. Tbe 
DTI has come up with a yes, but... It thinks 
resolutions should be included with annual 
report mailings to save costs of up to 
£100,000 for a big shareholder register. Not 
much good if your resolution has been 
prompted by what’s in the accounts. 


Conservative MPs attack 
public finance initiative 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

A Conservative-dominated 
committee of MPs yesterday 
launched a scathing attack on 
the Government’s Private Fi- 
nance Initiative and called on 
the Chancellor to re-think the 
cornerstone of the scheme - 
that no capital spending projects 
be approved unless they have 
been considered for PFI 
funding. 

The Commons Treasury 
Committee also voiced con- 
cern that the PFI may not meet 
its target of funding £14bn 
worth of public projects by 
1999 - jeopardising scores of 
health, transport and education 
programmes. 

Despite fresh measures an- 
nounced two weeks by Michael 
Jack, the Financial Secretary, to 


strengthen the PFI, the MPs 
levelled a series of criticisms at 
the initiative. 

They expressed particular 
concern that the PFI could end 
up distorting investment deri- 
sions and making long-term 
planning of the infrastructure 
more difficult because the pri- 
vate sector would select projects 
on the basis of profitability, not 
need. 

The MPs also warned that the 
PFI could result in public 
spending running out of control 
because of the way private con- 
tractors fund the capita] cost of 
projects and then receive pay- 
ments from the Government for 
running and maintenance . 

The PFI was launched in 
3992 with apledge by the then- 
Chancellor, Norman Lamont, 
that it would bring in addition- 


al private funds to supplement 
public capital spending. 

But in their report the MPs 
said it had become obvious 
tfaaL the PFI was being used to 
replace public spending. Ac- 
cording to the Government's 
latest forecasts, public sector 
capital spending will fall by 
£L5bn between this year ana 
1998/9 while PH spending is 
projected to rise to £2.6bn by 
1997/8. 

The MPs said, however, that 
the Government’s projections of 
PFI spending were “optimistic" 
and added: “If there is a seri- 
ous shortfall in the PH projec- 
tions, it will be difficult to 
provide money from public 
capital budgets to fill the gap." 

One of the MPs’ key recom- 
mendations is that the Treasury 
should now consider scrapping 


the rule which requires gov- 
ernment departments to ex- 
plore PFI funding before giving 
the go-ahead to any capital 
project. 

Critics have claim ed that this 
leads to the initiative being 
dogged up considering pro- 
jects that are dearly unsuitable 
for private funding while im- 
portant programmes, particu- 
larly hospital projects, are held 
back. 

Clive Betts, a Labour mem- 
ber of the committee, said: 
“One of our biggest worries is 
that the only schemes which 
may go ahead are ones that the 
private sector will fund. That 
means decisions about public 
spending priorities are being 
taken, not in tbe political are- 
na, but on the basis of what 
makes private profits.” 



Michael Jack: Measures to strengthen PFI 


DTI proposes increased rights for shareholders 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Government yesterday 
proposed giving shareholders 
rights to put resolutions to an- 
nual meetings at tbe company’s 
expense, but made it dear that 
the rights would be curbed to 
prevent disruption to business 
at annual meetings. 

A consultative document 
from the Department of Trade 


and Industry also outlined pro- 
posals to make it easier for pen- 
sion funds to appoint 
representatives to speak at an- 
nual meetings. In the present 
state of the law there are a se- 
ries of technical difficulties, 
which were pointed out to the 
DU by tbe National Associa- 
tion of Pension Funds, which 
asked for an amendment of sec- 
tion 375 of the Companies Acl 
T he DTI said that one effect 


of changing the act in the way 
suggested by the NAPF would 
be to benefit the increasing 
numbers of individual share- 
holders who use the services of 
nominee companies, a result of 
the spread of electronic 
settlement. These shareholders 
would also find it easier to ap- 
point representatives to speak 
at annual meetings. 

The DU consultative docu- 
ment said one drawback was 


that a change in the law would 
allow corporate shareholders of 
all kinds to appoint multiple 
representatives at meetings in 
order to carry votes on a show 
of hands. But the document sug- 
gested that this would be out- 
weighed by the advantages. 

The DTI was responding lo 
a recommendation by the Com- 
mons Select Committee on 
Employment, which said: "We 
recommend that the Companies 


Act is amended to require 
shareholders’ resolutions, 
where they are supported by a 
sufficient number of share- 
holders and are limited in 
length, to be circulated by the 
company to all shareholders 
without cost." But the DTI 
made clear that tbe full imple- 
mentation of this proposal 
would be expensive and difficult 
to cany out in practice. 

Questions it asked were: 


How could the timetable for cir- 
culating papers for agms be 
made known to shareholders, 
bow could the costs of circu- 
lating resolutions be kept to a 
minimum, and what safeguards 
should there be against the dis- 
ruption of business at agms? 

One of tbe principal concerns 
was to avoid forcing companies 
to spend up to £100,000 print- 
ing and posting shareholders' 
resolutions ahead of the agm. 


In Brief 

• Citicorp, the second-largest bank in the US, announced 3 dis- 
appointing 10 per cent increase in profits in the first quarter of 
this year, to S914m (£600m) from S829m over the same period 
in 1995. George Salem, analyst at Gerard Klauer Mattison & Co, 
sai± “These earnings don’t look terrific. The bottom line is OK, 
it’s how they got there that isn’t." Securities trading revenue fell 
14 percent to $295m, after a heavy drop in foreign exchange rev- 
enues. Losses from the bank’s US credit card business rose 40 
per cent to $467m. However, consumer banking profits rose 11 
per cent to 8513m, while corporate banking earnings were up 18 
per cent to $469m. 

•Adair Ttarner. director-general of the Confederation of British 
Industry, said restoring the “feel-good factor" depended on equip- 
ping people to cope with job insecurity. Better education and train- 
ing was needed to give them employability for life even if they 
could not be sure of a job for life. 

• Tie Rack, the tie and scarves retailer, plans to open 50 new stores 
this year, mostly in Europe as it seeks to reduce its dependence 
on the mature UK market Only four or five of the new stores 
will be in the UK The 379-strong chain announced a 7 per cent 
increase in profits to £7.9m on sales up 15 per cent at £9 6.6m. 
The American division made its first profit since 1987. 

Investment Column 22 

• Asda is lodging a complaint with the European Commission 
in its bid to have price maintenance on non-prescription tuedi- 
rines declared illegal. Tbe company claims the price-fixing infringes 
the Treaty of Rome. 

• Norwich Union, one of the UK’s largest mutual insurers, con- 
firmed yesterday that its is to introduce a rule change to its an- 
nual meeting in May allowing it to set a cut-off date for new 
policyholders if it decides to seek a stock market flotation. How- 
ever, NTT’s group chief executive, Allan Bridgewater, said the rule 
change should not be interpreted as implying that de-mutuali- 
sation would definitely go ahead. 

• Chelsea Building Society has closed to new members all ac- 
counts which could be opened with less than £2^00 after several 
branches ran out of passbooks because of tbe rush to open new 
accounts. The minimum for membership was previously £1,000. 
Leeds & Holbeck has doubled the amount needed to open a mem- 
bership account to £1 ,000, but hopes to reduce it a g a in once con- 
version mania subsides. 

• Tbe board of Union Bank of Switzerland yesterday saw off an 
attempt by the dissident shareholder, Martin Ebner, to block the 
nomination of tbe new chairman. Former chief executive Robert 
Studer was elected at the AGM by an absolute majority, defeating 
Mr Ebner’s campaign to force a change in management. 
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business 


Tesco explodes price war myth 

The Investment Column 


Tesco has been on a roll in the super- 
market battle for such a long time now 
that all its rivals, apart from the ever- 
green Asda, have looked pretty pedes- 
trian by comparison. Yesterdays 
figures continued the story with figures 
some of its rivals - particularly Sains- 
buiy - would kill for. 

ft is hard to argue with a 14.5 per 
cent increase in profits to £6Slm and 
like-for-like sale increases of almost 9 
per cent for the year to 24 February. 
Even with a petrol price war, a BSE 
scare in beef and a silty season on baked 
beans, like-for-like sales are up 7 per 
cent in the five weeks to Easter. 

Though the petrol battle will cost 
Tesco £30m this year and may yet prove 
a larger problem if it drags on. Tesco 
has still held its operating margin at 6.2 
per cent. This indicates that in spite of 
all the well-publicised “price wars", on 
everything from bananas to turkeys, 
prices are simply being increased else- 
where to offset the damage. 

In addition to a variety of customer 
service schemes Tesco is scoring points 
by continuing to invest in back-office 
technology which releases staff who can 
then be deployed where it really counts 
- out on the shop floor. 

The Tesco bulls say that the com- 
pany's innovative management will con- 
tinue to dream up fresh wheezes 
whenever the gioing gets tough and 
therefore keep iLseu one step ahead. 
The UK business looks particularly 
strong, with operating profits up by IS 
per cent. The drag on profits is the ex- 
pansion in to central Europe, where 
seven new stores will open in the cur- 
rent year. In the UK. sales densities in 
new store openings are at record lev- 
els, which appears to disprove the mar- 
ket saturation theory - and a further 
24 new stores will open this year. 

But amid all the hullabaloo there are 
concerns, which were reflected in a 
share price down another 3p yesterday 
to 287p. 

Some analysts are concerned about 
Tesco's future earnings growth 
prospects and a change in the dividend 
policy announced yesterday which 
links the payment to earnings rather 
than rising progressively, as before. The 
City is also nervous about the possibility 
of an acquisition, though manage- 
ment says its focus is on organic 
growth. 

What is clear is that this is going to 
prove another interesting year for the 
supermarkets. While Tesco and Asda 
remain the darlings of the sector, all 
eyes arc on Sainsbury to see if it can 
recapture past glories. 

While NatWcst Securities is fore- 
casting £72 lm for the current year. 
BZW has upgraded to £735 m and fore- 
sees further upgrades if the petrol spat 


share in the US. Victory in Boosey's 
claim against 
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abates. This puts the shares on a for- 
ward rating of 13. Though Tesco is an 
impressive management story, the 


shares are unlikely to perform any spec- 
i short ten 


tacular tricks in the i 


. term. Hold. 


Boosey tunes 
up for growth 


Despite being one of the best-known 
names in music publishing, Boosey & 
Hawkes had been largely neglected by 
City institutions until quite recently. 
That has changed as the group's un- 
blemished profit record has become es- 
tablished Profits have grown steadily 
since Richard Holland climbed aboard 


as chief executive seven years ago, ris- 
"Wt " 


ing from £2.46m in 1989 to £6. 17m in 


1995 after last year's 21 per cent in- 
i’. Sim 


crease reported yesterday. Since the be- 
ginning of 1995, the shares have 
outperformed the rest of the stock mar- 
ket by 68 per cent, after a further 43p 
rise yesterday to a new peak of 69Sp. 

The price was spurred last year 
when the European Union harmonised 
copyright periods to 70 years. That de- 


cision, ratified by Parliament in De- 
cember, extended copyrights in the UK 
and some other European countries by 
20 years and gave a new lease of life 
to copyrights controlled by Boosey. 
Long-dead composers such as Rach- 
maninoff, Delius and Elgar will come 
back under the company's wing. 

Boosey can take more than £1,000 
a night from a well attended opera at 
Covent Garden at which one of its 
pieces is used, quite apart from record- 
ing rights and sheet music sales. The 
group managed to squeeze juicy mar- 
gins of 21 per cent out of the publish- 
ing business last year. This year should 
benefit from further margin expansion, 
although earnings will be held back by 
reorganisation at Bote & Bock, the 
German maskr publisher acquired ear- 
lier this year. 

Most of the growth last year came 
from Boosey's instruments business, 
which saw underlying profits jump 14 
per cent to £4. 18m. Concentration on 
margins and additional funds from the 
Lottery directed at brass bands in the 
UK boosted the business, but in the 
long term the excitement is likely to 
come from the rapidly growing Far 
Eastern market ana expanding market 


long-running $2Q0m 
Walt Disney would transform, the 
group, but the case remains bogged 
down in the US legal system for now. 
Profits of more than £7m this year 
would put the shares on a heady for- 
ward multiple of over 30 and with US 
publisher Carl Fischer in effect sitting 
on over 50 per cent, they are bard to 
get hold of. A firm hold none the less. 


Tie Rack keeps 
it tight 


lesfco ; at a giaace 


Market value; £8-2bn. share prt t» 287p 


5-year record 


1992 


1993 


1994 1995 


1996 


Turnover (EbnJ 7.1- 

Pre-tax profits (Em) 545 

Earnings per share (pence) - TB“1 

Dividends per share (pence) 6.3 
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There is nothing Roy Bishko bates 
more than people describing bis 
beloved Tie Rack as a niche retailer. 
He hates the term with a vengeance, 
since it lumps his company with all 
those former stars of the 1980s such as 
Sock Shop, many of which have fallen 
on hard times, ms view is that Tie Rack 
is a cautiously run, well-managed re- 
tailer that happens to focus on neck- 
ware (ties and scarves to you and me). 

It is plainly an overreaction, but you 
can see his point. While other 1980s 
“niche retailers" have fallen by the way- 
side, Tie Rack has been motoring 
strongly. Its shares, for example, have 
risen from 22p in 1991 to 165p, even 
after yesterday’s 5p fall, and have en- 
joyed a meteoric rise in the past 12 
months. 

Yesterday saw another solid if un- 
spectacular set of results. Profits of 
£7.9m were a 7 per cent improvement 
on last time but hid a range of differ- 
ent performances. In the UK, where 
Tie Rack has 169 of its 379 stores, prof- 
its fell as a result of the hot summer 
and tough trading conditions, like-for- 
like sales were flat. Bui the US busi- 
ness, which now has 63 stores, made 
its first profits since 1987. 

As the UK market readies maturi- 
ty, Tie Rack sees most of its profit 
growth coming from overseas, partic- 
ularly in Europe. It operates in 26 coun- 
tries and will open 50 new stores this 
year, the same as in 1995. 

The Rolling Luggage Company, a 
new format that started trials last 
year, will be expanded gradually from 
its current three outlets. The expansion 
is backed by net cash of almost £14m. 

Although steady growth can be ex- 
pected, analysts were reining back 
forecasts yesterday. 

Central costs are set to rise for the 
second year running as die company 
adapts its systems to cope with a 
larger empire. 

Nat West expects profits of £8.7m this 
year, which puts the shares on a for- 
ward rating of 16. Worth holding. 


Where there’s smoke, 

there’s cattle-burning 


City Diary 


John Willcock 


Pooh, what a pong. Fledgling 
Buckingham-based manufac- 
turer Environmental Technol- 
ogy Research is on 
tenterhooks. Like most peo- 
ple it doesn’t know what the 
Government’s latest thinking 
on slaughtering and Mad 
Cow Disease is. The compa- 
ny’s Steven Feldman says this 
is important since it makes 
metering devices for chim- 
neys which measure how 
much dust and smoke parti- 
cles are emitted. In these en- 
vironmental times, there are 
stria rules on what can be 
thrown into the atmosphere. 
If loads of new cow incinera- 
tors have to be built , to bum 
the mad cows, ETR is quids 
in. If not, it will bave to stick 
to crematoria. It already has a 
quarter of the UK market. 


Marc Popiolek is leaving City 
spin doctors Financial Dy- 
namics after two-and-a-balf 
years, to join rivals Gavin An- 
derson. The former editor of 
the Daily Telegraph Questor 
column helped to advise 
Smith & Nephew and 
Bunn ah Castrol while at FT). 
Jeff Randall, former City edi- 
tor of the Sunday Times who 
joined FD last year, has also 
recently left, to return to the 
paper. Headhunters have ap- 
parently been interested in 
the firm’s talent. 


The traditional image of 
small business owners is that 
of "movers and shakers in 
their local communities, ac- 
tive in local politics, commu- 
nity and social activities.'’ 
Office World's latest quarter- 
ly Small Business Survey 
brands this a myth. When you 
might have expected the 
butcher, baker and plumber 
to be down the Rotary Club 
or running the local Conserv- 
ative office, most in reality 


prefer to go to the cinema or 
The 


theatre. The survey finds that 
sports activities were also im- 
portant with over a third of 
business owners. So at least 
they are still down the golf 


course. Interest in political 
activities was a mere 5 per 
cent. John Major really has 
had it. 


The Italians love nattering on 
their mobile phones so much 
that the Italian government 


was forced recently to place 
‘ on rh 


screening material on the out- 
side of its Parliament build- 
ing, to block such phone 
conversations and ensure at 
least some work got done. 

This story is told with a mix 
of amusement and pride by 
Francesco Caio, the 38-year- 
old chief executive of Omni- 
tel Pronto Italia, the smaller 
of Italy’s two mobile compa- 


In Brief 


• Peptide Therapeutics, the fledgling biotechnology group, an- 
nounced pre-tax losses increased from £2.72m to £3.61 m for the 
year to December. The group, which raised £24ra in a stock mar- 
ket flotation in November, had net cash of £27m at the end of 
December after a cash outflow that was said to be on target at 
£4.4m for the year. Peptide said its marketing collaboration with 
Mochida Pharmaceutical was developing well and licensing and 
technology agreements were under discussion. 


• Automotive Precision Holdings said the expected reduction in 
its North American and European automotive markets had ma- 
terialised, but this had been more than compensated for by or- 
ders for additional component ranges, mostly from existing 
customers. Its areas of expertise, such as power steering, vehicle 
air conditioning and fuel injection systems, continued to outperform 
the market, the group said. With growth set to continue, Auto- 
motive is planning lo add to its manufacturing space at Tonbridge 
in Kent and expects lo strengthen its management team this year. 
Pre-tax profits rose 10 per cent to £6.1m in the year to Decem- 
ber and a final dividend of 3.3p raises the annual total by two- 
thirds to 5p. 


• S Jerome said unseason ally warm weather last October and No- 
vember had slowed the expected order intake, and that turnover 
in the apparel business for the first quarter had been flat as a re- 
sult. However, it is now apparent that orders were merely post- 
poned and the forward order book at the end of the March is 
“encouraging”. Meanwhile, the upholsteiy business is showing 
steady growth, the group said. Pre-tax profits were up 31 per cent 
to £951.000 in the year lo December, with earnings per share ris- 
ing a fifth to 7.7p. The final dividend is 1.5p, making 2.25p for 
the year, up from 1.5p in 1994. 


1 COMPANY RESULTS I 
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Reuters sits bn cash mountain 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


Reuters yesterday disapp- 
pointed the City by failing to de- 
liver confirmation about the 
long-awaited return of surplus 
cash to shareholders. Sir 
Christopher Hogg, chairman, 
asked for "patience" while the 
board examined “all options" on 
the distribution of funds. 

Speaking at the annual meet- 
ing, Sir Christopher said: "Be 
patient, it will come in one form 
or another." A spokesman for 
Reuters added that the com- 
pany, which has more than 
£85 Om cash, still hoped to re- 
solve the issue by year-end. 

Expectations of an an- 
nouncement had been running 
high ahead of the group's first- 
quarter results which snowed a 


14 per cent increase in revenues 
to £713m, helped by the ad- 
vantageous dollar exchange 
rate. At constant exchange rates 
the increase fell short of ex- 
pectations at only 9 per cent. 

Peter Job, chief executive, 
said growth from information 
products was slowing, partly 
due to consolidation in the 
financial sector, but also “pari- 
ty because we need our new 
3000 product line [a replace- 
ment for the 2000 range of news 
and information screen-based 
products] to galvanise sales”. 

“This product line is now be- 
ing tested with customers and 
is scheduled to be released 
prior to our half-year results an- 
nouncement in July," he said. 

Reuters shares fell 15p to 
736p at one point, but rallied to 
dose at 749p, a fail of 2p on the 


day. Michael S tranks, an ana- 
lyst at Henderson Crosthwaite, 
said: "Revenues were one point 
or so below expectations; the 
market had been looking for 10 
per cent at constant exchange 
rates. The fact that there was 
nothing new at the moment on 
any special dividend or share 
buy-back also disappointed 
some of the bulls.” 

Jason Crisp, of Soci6te 
G£n£rale Strauss Turnbull, said 
the share price fall was “an over- 
reaction . The company had 
strongly indicated at the time of 
its results announcement in 
February that it would not see 
double-digit sales growth at 
constant exchange rates, and 
that there would be nothing new 
until the end of the year on 
plans to redistribute surplus 
cash to shareholders. He added, 



Slowdown: Pater Job hopes 
new products will lift sales 


however, that there was likely 
to be disappointment in un- 
derlying sales growth. 


Hanson sells Eveready South Africa 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Hanson has sold its Eveready 
South Africa battery operation 
to Duracell International, the 
world's biggest maker of alka- 
line batteries, for 525m rand 
(£82m). The sale announced 
yesLerday comes on top of 
$2.9bn (£1.9bn) of disposals 
already completed by the in- 
dustrial conglomerate in ad- 
vance of the four-way demerger 
planned for later this year. 

It completes the tidymg-up of 
the Ever Ready batteries busi- 
ness, the UK end of which was 
sold to Ralston Purina of the US 


in 1992. At the time, Ralston 
was restricted in what it could 
invest in South Africa by US 
sanctions. Hanson would not 
comment on whether the US 
group was involved in the bid- 
ding for Eveready South Africa, 
but it is known that an auction 
took place. 

Hanson acquired Ever Ready 
for£95m in 1981, netted £40m 
from immediate disposal of 
loss-makers, and retains Lhe 
Crabtree electrical plugs and 
sockets business. 

Derek Bonham, chief execu- 
tive, said: “This sale marks far- 
ther progress in our disposals in 


advance of our demerger pro- 
gramme, which is on track for 
later this year." Vice-chairman 
Christopher Collins said the 
plan was for the chemicals and 
tobacco operations to be de- 
merged by 30 September, with 
energy going by the end of the 
year. A roadshow to investors 
will kick off in September. 

Eveready South Africa had 
sales of 365m rand in the year 
to last September, but Hanson 
would not release any details of 
profits or net assets. However, 
the unit has reported lower 
profits in each of Lhe past two 
fiscal years, hindered by open- 


market competition as South 
Africa reduces tariff barriers. 

The acquisition represents a 
quantum leap for Duracell, 
which only set up a business in 
South Africa two years ago. The 
large zinc carbon batteries pro- 
duced by Eveready South 
Africa are old-fashioned by 
Western standards, but repre- 
sent an extremely profitable 
business in southern Africa. 

The operation has a factory 
in Port Elizabeth and employs 
900 people. It controls 95 per- 
cent of the zinc carbon round 
cell battery market in South 
Africa. 


Redland set to expand 
after £220m reshuffle 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Redland is set to receive £220m 
as a result of the planned 
reshuffle of its roof tiles busi- 
ness, leaving it poised for fur- 
ther expansion in Europe. 

The deal, first announced 
last month, will create the Con- 
tinent's biggest manufacturer, 
providing the tiles for one in 
three European roofs. Red- 
land is injecting its wholly- 
owned western European 
business into Braas, the highly 
successful 51 per cem-owned 
German subsidiary. 

Redland's stake is set to rise 
to 56.5 per cent as a result of the 
swap and the cash will halve 
gearing to 25 per cent. Debt of 
around £700m. will fall even fur- 
ther when the sale of the rest of 
Redland's bricks business is 
announced later this month. 

Market estimates suggest 
that disposal could bring in a 
total of £230m, including £71 m 
already received from the dis- 
posal of a stake in a Dutch busi- 
ness in February. 

Commenting on the roof tiles 
deal yesterday, Robert Napier, 
chief executive of Redland who 
will chair the merged group, 
said: “One of the reasons we are 
doing this is because there are 
areas where we can grow fur- 
ther. France is one example." 

The new business, to be 
called Redland Braas Building 
Group, would have access to 
cash flow from the German 
company to finance expansion. 


Other areas of Europe, apart 
from France, where RBBG will 
be under-represented, include 
the UK and Italy, although Mr 
Napier cautioned that monop- 
olies constraints could hold 
back further acquisitions in the 
home market. 

He said the deal should add 
to Redland's earnings in the first 
year after completion. The 
group’s own business, including 
roofing activities in the UK, 
Holland, France, Spain and 
Portugal, would be valued at 
£440m by the swap, giving an 
exit price -earnings ratio of 15. 
Operating profits of the Red- 
land companies were £38Am 
last year. 

By contrast, the merger val- 
ues Braas at £1.6bn, equivalent 
to a p/e ratio of 1 1, Mr Napier 
said. Profits last year at Braas 
of £226m represented the lion's 
share of the £355m made by the 
whole Redland group. 

Although Redland's shares 
added only lp fo 4i0p yester- 
day, the deal was generally wel- 
comed by the stock market. 
Robert Donald, an anal yst 1 with 
NatWest Markets, said it was u a 
breath of fresh air at Redland", 
which should have been done 
five. 10, 15 or 20 years ago. 
^They are injecting assets 


which are underperfonningiatb 
nth a good track 


a company with a good 

record and that must be good 
news for shareholders.” He ex- 
pects the merger to enhance 
next year's earnings per share 
by 2-3 per cent. 
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No elephants, please, we’re British: Xenophobic B™* 5 , m t a ?. 
think that Johnny Foreigner has lots 

should hear what the Chinese think about UieBrrts- The lat- 
GAfoerseasJobs Express quotes the Omta Trade ARnoonlhow 
to behave when travelling to the UK to do business. 
dealing with the British there are certain taboos and supersti- 
tions it is necessary to understand. . ■ 

“Elephants are taboo to the British - if you are exporting 
goods you must ensure that they do not rarry any pictures of 
elephants on trademarks or pac k a gin g. Horseshoes however 

are considered lucky." „ . 

The correspondent goes on: “When eating with the English, 
you must make every effort to avoid making any noise fay 
knocking china ami cutlery together: Also, meetings of 13peo- 
ple are ont of the question, as it is an unlucky number.” The 
article concludes by advising visitors to remember that 
Britain is a country of animal-lovers and to make a point of 
saying a few words of appreciation to pet owners about their 
anima ls, like “nice goldfish.” 
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nies. In the months since Qm- 
nitel launched last December, 
it has gained 100,000 sub- 
scribers. By comparison, Or- 
ange managed in the first 
three months of its UK 
launch to attract a quarter of 
that number. 

Ominitel's progress is of es- 
pecial interest to Olivetti, 
Carlo De Benedetti's trou- 
bled computer giant, since 
the latter owns 41 per cent of 
the new company. Olivetti 
yesterday announced net loss- 
es for 1995 of a mere-1 .598 
trillion (yes, trillion) lire, or 
£67Qm. No wonder Signor 
Caio is interested in floating 
off Omnitel. 
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market report/shares 



DATA BANK 


FT-SE’ 100 V 
3,825.3 + 34.8 
FT-SE250 
4,458.5'+ 41.8 


Feel-good investors push Footsie through 3,800 barrier 


FT-SE 350 
1,925.7 + 17.7 
SEAQ VOLUME 
883.7m shares,' 
37 : > 54S; -bargains 

QHts Index 

92.42 :+ 0.06 


SHARE SPOTUGHT 


shares newpence 



amjjasondjf.ua 


For the second day running 
shares stretched to new peaks. 
In often brisk trading the FT- 
SE 10U index moved uImwc 
3,800 points for the first lime, 
reaching 3.S253 with a 34.S- 
point gain; the supporting FT- 
SE 250 index surged 41.S to 
4.458.5p. 

The slock market was cap- 
tivated by growing evidence the 
feel-good factor was at last 
coming through and hopes 
that interest rates could be re- 
duced yet again. Takeover 
speculation remained an im- 
portant influence. 

National Power, the bigger 
of the two English genera- 
tors, was the lap-performing 
blue chip, as rumours circu- 
lated it would today he faced 
with a US bid. Utilities - elec- 
tricity and waLer - had an 
eventful session with stories of 
bids, raids and siakc-huildrng, 

An American. Bill Daht- 
berg, chairman of the South- 
ern Co. started the rush. He 


said Southern planned to sell 
nearly half its stake in South 
West Electricity wlueh it ac- 
quired bust year for £1.1 bn. Im- 
mediately the market alighted 
upon South West Water, al- 
ready on the receiving end of 
two bid approaches, as South- 
ern Co’s next target. 

SWW splashed I3p higher 
to 729p with ns two known suit- 
ors, Severn TVent and Wessex, 
moving ahead. Severn gained 
12p to 603p and Wessex Mp to 
345p. Thames was also drawn 
into (he water whirlpool, up 
I7p at 5RGp. 

As the day progressed the 
SWW woiy lost some of its ap- 
peal and NP was thrust into the 
limelight. In an electrifying 
afternoon session the shares, 
in busy trading, surged 31.5p 
lo 521. 5p: the partly-paid 
jumped 30p to 3K7p. 

It was the most dramatic ad- 
vance hy a big company the 
market has seen for a long 
while. It easily overshadowed 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


the recent displays hy Thom 
EMI. where the rumoured 
deal has failed lo appear, and 
the jump by BET which un- 
earthed the predatory inten- 
tions of Rcntokil. 

One of the reasons behind 
the gain was speculation that 
Southern Co could descend on 
NP with a hostile hid. But NP 
could he loo hi" a mouthful 
even for the powerful US 
group. 

There were suggestions that 
problems in the futures mar- 
ket had stalled the NP run and 
some fell hack on the hoary old 
excuse that the market had 
been caught short of stock. 

Shares nf Southern Electric 
an NP bid target, remained 


aloof. They fell only 2p to 
8S5p, suggesting the market be- 
lieved NP. whether or not it re- 
ceive a bid, will press ahead 
with its offer once it gets the 
expected Whitehall clearance. 

PowerGen. the other English 
generator, gained 12.5p to 
570p. Several of the distribu- 
tor takeover hopefuls, such as 
London and Yorkshire, eased. 
Wessex was partly over-looked 
in the stampede. There is a 
growing feeling its approach to 
SWW was prompted by de- 
fensive considerations and it 
could soon he the victim of an 
overseas strike. 

Elsewhere, retailers enjoyed 
a heady run with Dixons, meet- 
ing analysts, Bools. Great Uni- 


versal Stores and Marks & 
Spencer leading the rush. 
Housebuilders made renewed 
headway and properties joined 
in on the back of Merrill Lynch 
support. 

Grand Metropolitan lost its 
exuberance, falling 2p to 444p, 
and RMC, strong recently, re- 
treated 33p to l,060p on prof- 
it-taking. 

Abbey National, ahead of a 
trading update, improved 9p to 
586p and Prudential Corpo- 
ration put on 7p to 446 p on a 
reported Cazenove recom- 
mendation. 

Granada continued its ad- 
vance following the Forte 
takeover, gaming 17p to S23p. 
The shares have risen nearly 
200p since its January victory 
and a lGp gain 363p by Ren- 
tokil was in anticipation of its 
expected success in the battle 
for BET It is felt that if it wins 
its shares could follow Grana- 
da's example, moving ahead 
powerfully as the advantages of 


the deal become apparent. 
Trocadero, the leisure group, 
ahead 4p to 56p on talk of a 
share overhang about to be 
cleared. 

Rebns. a computer opera- 
tion demerged from CE 
Heath, the insurance broker, 
opened at S8p and closed at 
98p. But another newcomer 
Cardcast, a credit card fraud 
group, failed to bold its 85p of- 
fer price. After touching 91p 
the shares closed at 83 p. 

Northamber, the computer 
group, gained J3p to 289p af- 
ter saying it would top market 
profit forecasts of up to £4.Sm 
and Gardner, the dosed circuit 
television business, added 23p 
to 28p, largely on institution- 
al meetings. 

Jarvis, the building group, 
gained 43p to 45p, a peak. It 
has been pulled back into prof- 
it but the market is keenly 
awaiting confirmation of a sig- 
nificant acquisition, perhaps a 
railway maintenance business. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ Cosalt, with interests 
spreading from sea safety to 
holiday homes, gained 7p to 
I66p* 

Interim figures are due next 
week and around £950,000 
agains t £828,000 is expected. 
The group acquired 
Crewsaveq a maker of life 
jackets, in February and its 

contribution should help lift 

year’s profits from £2 .8m to 
£3 ,5m which puts the shares 
on about 8.5 times prospec- 
tive earnings. 

□ Opticians Brosgill & 

Leach surged 105p to 300p on 
Ofex. Like other opticians it 
has appealed against what 
are regarded as incorrect 
VAT payments over the past 
seven years. It has yet to re- 
ceive a rebate which in rela- 
tion to group profits last year 
of £175,000, should be signif- 
icant. Brosgill has 12 outlets, 
nine in Asda stores. It came 
to Ofex at lti5p. 




■ 5 : 


- . . ft 


T~. m 


Goch ran a* ra n^cSS 

Alcoholic Beverages 

558 480 AMDamocq an 

63 EOD ea ■ 

a to Bvn3nan ra +i 

m GrandMa «m « « a ks i g» 

S S «0‘ >*6 ': « cd jim .- x 

JQ5, 315 WMD 364 . !8 SI 2660 1 '--r. 

rSIC . 1B1’. Km a* -IV 37 3£a m'. 61 

T6 no ra «i o 343 as4 ies 

BO 6® Uukntfl C23 ■ 23 m try I u 


Mn aw VH PxSxZ Stock 


IMS 

W Lo* Stock 
* H U 501 ,2 17 ZM soaj 

s SSi « a naMm 14 .27 ■ rt? 

3 % MB ■ U SB <cMn) Q ■ iS 123 

u as m ! 4 y, “v ■ a rra 

5ft BSSGp 

27 ant 
06 tonmH 

IB Brf F£trep 
MS CrfVK 


W» r«. IWMOk 
1C 33 Meoydwn 
aV Sa-vame 

Banks, Merchant 


D' 

3» • ® ■ rej. » fcs'.- c ooh 

«3. . ■ Zff • 3259 B W: Cot* DC 57 

E21 ; 14 354 OT ComOtXv 364 

*0 to 1 . Caamw e* 

I 343 ?3J Carnai Z3 

, I Si ts * UmOD eel , _ 

3 I 434 3K- Dotana 43 *U 43 07 2M 


482 431 QeMii 

3*: sb cunEtw 

4tz TUB GtfOKSUtX 

259 HQ Ft*ltra 

®> M3 KnaBStuKXi CB 

453 44B leopr*3J 460 

66 56 natas SB * 

TH0 135 Sdiodnra SS3 »+fl 

13 BB'j SnvvOftcd IE 

HB w’j unen to , 

305 368 WMiot 300 ■ 


Banks, Retad 

33'. 27'. MNAmo 
663 S3 flhWpM a 
3» 322 Mdl xh 

69 58> ArnChsn 

966V 738i As 5i 
326 209 KBNZ 


304 a, I 31 SI 2*6 j 3fn 

402 - Z1 IB 3S»1 £ ^ 

— ** ^ m Euooo ltt> a ■ B0 ta 30E 

S S? i 333 35 E«raH*rt» 329 »■ S m 2HE 

I <63 SD Fnmel 673 +4 06 25MC 

57, Frta IUTT m . hS 2S6Q 

* Gaidn> SB *25 3S 112 4837 

83 GsbHj B ■ 40 es 2601 

33'. Ghawn 57 SO 4S 325B 


Me. Chg YU MCCodo 
423 3tM IkaonCu. «e at* 

so 24 Mann A ’- y 3D 44 

Vi 4C Msemni 4B 

V V, CUM HV ■ 

, « 3H mwacnei -IM .1 

« ffl Si: 6 4 tatiMlhfc 6’. . 

- . njjj 254 2», CkannK I4S ,2 

34 tXB r B u 1 , Oaten S 

45 OD tn U roranm eg 

■J U 2D1 !R 251 RmM 24'. ■ 

27 en, ;b MERmw a 

B3 ■ 4Ms J28'- 07 HQOHM ZB ,3 

» n» » w 
37 03 ElO| CB *0 ttftcm 

53 «Mi te Sonar Eng 

24 3» 1B7 JM £W» 

20 M7 2337! 84 70 eJnviEsn 

tc eta bmaunta 

m an umu-sen 

3M 287 5MigM 

630 450 TlCa 


I *000 

JmW lob Sloe* 


IBM 




Mca oe MO excoo* 'H0, 'u» Stock Mca etc Mo P/CCM4 
“ « M ml; wu’i Moro ntuv-'a U ■ S71 45 C, CteOMtE 44'. 

31 NG 4ig j 21 a n T, An>CinQ7 CT’.* -., JO ■ CJ 04 aMFmH: M': 

43 V Ml X TA BO st*a* 72 SI O t# a EH O'WIN tK 77 * > « CO 3«a I M r , B'» 

os -ae ». ibj ccnmui r *~- ■ i f.i * ro? 4* n ijacdoib 435 »i sj -n' 1 

24 13 XTK 177. F4S [SmAConl bB ,711*1 UTTi ■ 333 '■ SC ijcvOSl: 32C', -?'< — 43 2734' SB <7. 

-7 - ZH 2 I hi IE Immi *6 1 O 7S JTU • a.* IT? iMNa3n SC* *' ■ 2230 - C7I 530 

j2 *4? aw i rnj . ra ih .v , - «■ m 2.w ■ ■» w oour-aasni ac . 42EIHH »' 

21 TO 3.-37 1 l?l 02 U.n«ma (So i» n HI 2671 , «73 437 Co«i*iu 473 d 50 S771 i tl» *30 uscra. 

• 80.1779. 30 a ►mOHCEi >n .j sa u. sms u sr ncnArmiWn C2-: ■ 05 4*0; Sfi 443 «■ 

24 U 380 JflJ . J3f t Humn !U . - "• 4 h • ts t* Inrlm is ,i‘. u |»7 4081 ! 30 m 

'.a 3C2 , 499 JJ3 tiynatha ** • 20 x’ xaa ! a; s ftitniKc 33 ..j ru » SB5 ' a 

26 aa | m nr jotm# u- * oj 41 cr. m otv wv6ca « a -i . - 539 ■ 271 


hp* a* mo «SS ; Share Price Data 

tsisMai b 1 . i6 ^ zs8 . a per com, m a percentaga d Us share price The pnce/eaminip (P/3 l_nao e tfe snare 


)ia 


171 ,3 

111 

078 49 


K ” JU) 
40 CD HE 
«G MB2 
W 313 40S 
U 209 4CC3 


•U. 


13 


s c? ana 
49 82 42B l 

ae «aa< 

49 V2 45W 


64': 

ei 


□2'i-‘» 

566 ,49 
3C «*3 
6D 

777 3 1 . 

W. *2 
nft.'i 


aV B’a HutaGp 

u - ac. an’: Hnsnicp 

« « sw'Ifg s 
1 SJ§j2g 3 

i 290 HE 

W 


33 


340 


256 44 
645 +1 
05 3 

30)411 


68 OS 


24 2890 

23 B9 3675 
17 3KQ 

37 . 238 

__ . 2D «4 31D 

W 4j v a mi 

Oi ft- BP 32B 

HDD 1 u O Bl 7B 
-.—Tan a 40 08 Z12 3SB 

IB PCI W t> ES B5 30M 

M5 Pony « « a 36*0 

ox*sQa w v si ns 

HEAUbi 203 - 21 38 am 


26 "i 22 -a (MDBCiao EW". . - 

31* ■ 29\, Btoeo*a* C31V . 42 2M 

BO am. 750i4.1l 43 96 ns* 

VZ’n 30 • Bkftnanca rao'. +“, 29 m 

488 422 BiMazI 4B5 +7 37 S3 081 

30, Zaty BidSccB 257: 41 b -'*) TM TO2 

6- O r iB>**«oMb CM<; . 04 

12> HfrDutkrtK rtfVV 04 

34 j 29*r OosMio Bk £33j . 82 . 

s ~ *i S & 

MO SM KSL'Hf) m ,+T2 43 1t7 2796 1 330 325 

1E5 9® HSffitto 027 »+fl 39 1» 2736 

3C i 294 V LtMhlST 332.146 29 09 4320 

wo “ j Diversified industrials 

608 HBWs BO >48 49 « 3463 I D>. A«iLtM OV . 


an' 

XB 3*3 SmBB 


RnQUP ~ S 
scbc s': - 
finndmM 271 1,8 
379 

S * +1 

— . ... 300 

V, WtttM 37 1 , . 

78 VV|4oGp 16 - 


OB 


ZB4 


25 64 SM 
38 207 4497 
20 90 456 
13 ■ 4547 


as 45 20 232 00411400 2D Rndta 
720 >)8 23 28 407G 1 c “- ■ 


IMdlhoni 
LO ImtX-. LU H7 
‘.4 > IApJiSUOji t£0 p-‘f 
54 Outm U7 
PUCM *' 

30 >,? 


30 


ran 450 TIGap 
OB 45'.- KntuSi.1 
*5 /a YanVc 
m MO IvMiBd 
T-V UDhAomj 

M MKEOnM 

302 XI v*Ji n 
m e MBvcti 
no w in* 

m2 lie. VKpaltn 
UB 300 Wpmld 
261 2C VlSGo 
bfl 42 MSisn 
425 30 Moiui 

60 05 MmM 

Engineering Vehicles 

33 17V, AAFM* 27 

■KO SB AdMea ta 
275 266 Arts* 


31 62 «D 


530 <48 23 335 422.' 

48 ns 

ID -41 27 3H0 

07 • 49 01 flD 

6': . 37 4BB 

n'i - tS5 

31 173 4398 
■ - OS 

17 M4 4401 
U -ax fix 

58 18 446 
AT 445) 
42 U7 4457 
35 174 4483 
41 334 4484 


Cg KXJ 300 . or': S'. NYESX'ToPyoBO 
a Hr 27T ; n as jmHagsK eti 

35 . 3758 O 1C 1*. 

oa coo I so -x Jim nm 57 _ 

S 64 37E I 237 2* rJo- Cacm SP'n.j 13 7m .in 

55 60 3873 1*07 U» DH> MM>-3 28 J58 3C7 

tj C2 J088, M B ViSI«RWC8i 84 - - 3S4 

an* <C •- IU OF it u unwaSmCo B8 i*2 35 tns 

SuiAlance X3 a-1 O 404 , 353 B4 LUnttM 344 .1 36 3C5 3229 

Win Cocoon M -2 53 C8 -SD • 34 27': M&Ghonw 28 237 W 

WKiSji S • 36 S3 4521 . 26 


G 

217 

34 

277': 


<3j 7 Qggi 
blihMJ 


Coonni 


266 i,S 

V 1 . • 
3E0 

as 

409 

255 «+i 
« 

4H ft 

D7 


7 1 K95 

] >- 71 394 623 

— - 37 63 tM 

473 AmfUtei >84 47 S MJ 1713 


39 -2 

sawn 
325 r+1 
207 *4 
«2 

01 V*-' 


33* 7E> CCM* 


it 




, 4 - - -.a- 

: i-*%! 


506, 483 RMOvSox 5l7„*p 38 117 »|* » 

a. ( > < yuiSM E7VV 07 476 . S 477 

682': 547 EonOmd 633 *+8 22 08 4694 MS 30 ran 

M n^r SUsttmo Ck Ca’pT? 04 - ?H « 

31* »4 3B J . 46 • S TO OHsyl J) 

Breweries, Pubs & Rust im' w' § 5 w 

3C8 263 AsaSHtlgj 38 *3 - 07 256 

771 702 But 771 fT 37 179 1772 

177 *7 Bmnosd 187 - 40 82 2022 i ~mn 

MB « SS2?" S ^ HMib. 146/43 

j® W Goriaa Mr 41 1 7 3*1 W & eel. cn\- * l 

263 SO a*<«lP W5 U*1 23 226 21B& JS. HSU— Sit. 1 

480 40 47H l> 23 WEtj S. S'.' Si 

3*0 311 GHMMcw • 18 10 2603 I 

614 35> Gy«»&Gp SB 47 a B Z7E6 

605 604 CteeneHm 663 - 27 63 2780 

278 234 GMMOITO 231 X H 71* 

S4 204 ar l t «Q*i-G«eB ft 15 221 468 

357 300 HwftaBH 3* « « « 201 

3400 3095 Ha*U) 3400 43 20 U SS 

53 45 MBTOSO* 48 41 

3TB 30 IfensfeU 327 42 21 fW 3287 

3*8 307 MidTOnT 340 - 27 *0 3301 

668 S35 UatM OM . 22 DB 348 

fla 5) FSoiran 5’« «■ SO B0 2050 
ICb TO Udh 09 41 15 23* *00 

3*2 217 REBEnm 327 -4 09 330 4009 

3» IMMM 32B 13 344 2P11 

tkO 650 Beacitm 950 -9 TO 301 2B0 

675 Oil S M»**a 6B H !S K 39*4 

258 205. bnCOMjii 217 43 IB 352 0tt 

302 368 ItoaGae 204 *4 45 W7 4392 

ID* 640 VMMnnJD 977 >4 t2 30B tm 

732 B72 IMKnwd r» *8 36 TO 4488 

082 578 WtifA Durfay 600 - 29 TJ 45)0 

4QS 37 TSBosBia 400 . TO 355 4520 

560 C ttu>gtta,A S20 - 36 20 4563 

505 367 Vtxng&5 475 • 40 03 ®64 


. OB 
IB BO TOE 
59 a 0V 

57 tv* ire 

m an oh 

58 BB CTO 
JB 


Bukfing/Coastruction 

TO 92 MSEC 


X\ B5 
2^ 05 


1BV-4CV 34 SB 

176 - 37 BS 1263 

SB 41 29 02 4846 

AnanaSto 278 ®* *305 

m +1 « 60 «95 

36 *3 35 070 

75 . IB B2 W8 

44 ff • M67 

;Dw 7EB 4*4 » 16 TO 

■Hares HJ1 «*3 37 03 3535 

sm +* a ta vm 

* - - TOO 

560 44 * TO OB 

MS ■ 41 SO B2 

2* * ’» - 293 , 

ebotftjmj 2G 42 4! o « JB 


BBS ft3 39 02 201 

xa ft si to zsa 

« +7 66 U5 2245 

57 22M 

79 M 3C5 
77 BA 2840 
35 BO 3BSE 
19 20 


217 "r MV laic ' HE 

86 MS FtatfcOut* B 

4B 37 RnfQldll 3B 

478 400 RnolDiil 43B *0 

MB TO ItpV 85 «*1 

t» 85, aimOnbr 

“ «V Ec Mte, 


w 


30 +1 


Staton 

i/j do aar 

330 sm TTGn* 

254 InttB 

50 27*. IcobtoHM 60 

79*, 54 1« ltSffi.pl 79V ■ 

440 885 WKban «0 44 

3B 34 VfcsM 30) ft 

B2 73 WUkv ffl 

349 30: WnH 338 +B 

237 TO MMhsB ' 237 ? 


as 

28 227 320 

m m 

• 09 *04 

a 80 3100 

rn 3856 

n m, » » 

28 42 2 49 M7 4102 


42 44 87 309 
B7 »+I, 73 4144 

330 42 : 25 *7 4333 


M9 45** 
. ear 
M • 3722 

53 86 4431 
27 *3 4438 
57 89 44693 

54 MS *506 
31 V2 4494 


Electricity 


58 82 4021 
SB 88 
58 80 49*9 
, 02 B7 49TO 
V*»V 40 07 4SW 

^'+30 39 am 

GBO SB5 imam 890 45 62 06 «56 

435 3K3 MntBBnd 428 45. 43 M *XO 

570V 5® RwaiGwi SO, 37 05 4*1 

444 356 KMOaipp 4J2V+HV 37 8 Hffi 

38 ScOHyrto W *S S3 91 3K 
SaWiPar ■" 


737 5M EnsNAdbndi 6G0 
821 60 UnfeiEsbc 7» 

*7 am mu* W 
208, 89 rtamlGH TO. 
mV 4W 4*» Raw 
387 SB Mi (tower pp 


Xt> M> 

M3 520 

893 780 Sojnem 

BO 8GB \btatn> 


368 45 « ffl 310 


530 
0B5 -2 

W7 .M 


34 U5 4S64 

47 

sa a 40 


67** GGGM 
325 273 Email 

29 20 BacWd 

252 U5 GWHDd 
4E0 48 FWfcch 

996V 77B WN 
37V 31 V (Mlltta 
« 30 Man 

472 396 UW! 

W. 82 lU3U 
TO V » Mrtw 
275 TOO IUdWtU 
170 MS SyttB 
V ZB TW 
430 351 1MV 


42 


21 


U) 


270 *R 20 CP TOSP 
438 


21 BA 375 
9»t*B 30 81 2E8B 

28 - TOO 

8 • Baa 

— 32 3B3 

78 42 « XS SEE 

TOV » 24 406 4300 

230 - 45 MS 

E7 35 117 485 
Ot *2 43 TO 481 

4B ,2 22 *4 899 


C37V+" 
35 . 

472 4B 


Internationals 

28> SC'. AttxX!U*> C27W. 23 

30V 77". Alta Beta EB *r . 4B 

i’V mV AmrtKMoa ca’.*'- o 

34: BV An»fcnnas Iff - )’. . S3 

• «Tr on*, .a si 


TO UlOfepuery »>*'■ 207 E36| 2B 

ti ttroaEwKTOV*! 3a 2a kto an 

•i 57’* LMrJOnerQ* 71V A -asm 


Iff] 


TO7 222 


at *3. 


06’* 


226 
16, • 
43’. 4*. 


Unvctai 

18 B4 Wan 

45 a AoCiiCa 

»e_ PI r V l*a Dl a 

D". 7V Rjft» C7 D r-*, 

TF- B‘, Mtmn 13V * V 

330 2S7 Bannn an 2 

34 TO E*s«m* S 

on BBC, BKgcnm 999 P 

CV QVftimD CM*. A 

49 "c J6 cClmDl*3r M'|*V _ 

«) 33V Oryder CNW?a 39 


Extractive Imkistries 

SB. Animpd QfV -V. 28 57 


40“r 30V AoMiCop W3V 4lV 17 3B3 
73*1 Sl\ MMmiocU SSSEVv*! 29 ?C 

% P,W 

M8V Of* Own 
3«V B4 Burton 
2*1 1'* EklcUiD .: 

040 9C aw 
81 IB Cam Wk/i 
22"- 8\ CbBmn __ 

78'* 540 OUbanEtoM) 613 'a A ■ 2333 

457') 37'* Ebratomncl 309': 40V 24 40 2*32 
*0 2SC EjwCMmOeV 38 *41 9 W W 

50 36 FiM'fiuoDw 37 - 30 - 2fflQ 

BO £0 OIKHOOala 71 f 29 ■ 2720 

2B2V ZED'. Geoca 257 43V 12 256 TOO 
3B 0« Gtorenr 73 -t - - M35 

250 82V HtfWffiaa 28*. . 60 S4 


10C8 

25. TJV AnORcFfal BVft'f - - 3529 

W“r+ V T7 ft JBBB 
TO 742 - - TO7 

mV -4 V - - MHO 

2 * • - TJ6 2034 

m 4 a a 
BO - « 30 

cm”**** 25 


oSilrpnti 
BTSV 003*. KMGoH 
02V B Imlo 
396V WBV loav 

SOU ev H»ni 

78 26 1CM 

273 233 *3*1*0 

S 501 RB 
, 067 HI2 
135*. 27 V RMMna 

B® 471 V FtorDtoWr 
M> . 


fSSSi 0 


as?* vv 

IV t. Stand 
TO*. »v son . 

8Vt 4D>WM 
BV MV TOrtioC 
S6, SCO, HHIBbheBn SS 
r\ 4V MMBfnHi mV* 

ao> 2iv WMnPm 

4»V 394 WWaiMntp 


ra* *• a w 
7871 48 30 334 

IPl 43V 3* 87 
281 41 V • 

C8V*4 V 23 • 

B . VS X TO* 

210 +7 TO - 

STOiiD 35 2264 

XM)4C 33 147 3820 
04 07 n 

l?.48'r 44 
«+ V 31 223 3000 
_ ^41*» EB 3J 

I,'’ _■ «* 


44 v n bb 
a*.-*”* 27 3JD 
B\ - ec 17 4421 
S 4447 

25 302 

op, r4 V B 545 
— ~ 22 232 


Food Manufacturers 


Electronics 

38 85, Axon Carp 209 

2*V TOV *mto d 83 47 


33 Mm 


22 


JS£ 

- KM 

TrI7 

804 


132 W BjmCH TO >43 H W 07 

98 88 CXlA 90 ft 44 M 2034 


8 CmrMBA 
* CMUK 
37 amir 
JO can . 

SjrSKKfc 

72‘j Carrafttp 
SO 40 SC 
230 18 EttoGraup 

20V 8 QSad 

E63 733 QwaonlU 

61 51 GraanB 

3H 356 )t««DCfcEi*l 
87 130 HBwtMIV&n 

til B2 HoosAHB 


B3 


46 22 Jamb 

321 253 L*g 

3?i, 253 Lang 
84V 07 Larn 
M V Ion 
206 B KurtOJ 
ki *a ■ 


45 44V , 
91 »+S 35 


■ta so« 
n a hi 

1W - 266 

45 238 

32 22X 

64 Z35 

57 Q2 am 
66 32 K4B 
61 444 3053 
2J 60 2703 
68 • 27W 

S «9 


64% WWV 

^ ft 


» 42 
fatonmStocM TO 44« 
MmaonCO* 80 


£29 
IB 
TO 

£0 M 

30 TO 

TO B5 
80 85 

453 409 

B 8, 
8 TlV 
22V 8 

to 


50V MomemJ 
m ftramw 
as Poem 
v 

M An 
TO SC 


*41 




7C9MB 

8 Vtnftd 
38 WmfWW 
3B. 170. VHTOUV 
aV 4V 

to «i w&irta 

454 354 WBoi^rt 

■B VB 


w» 

jo - au 

* *7 TO 
28 9*3/ 

.... 39 

OB M- S3 tW «o 
UQ **2'i 22 W «7 

^ a 
*V - « 23 30CB 

*• " S 

39 41 48 98 4«8 

as 42 36 82 4*:: 

6V4t .46S46TO 
80 *48 M 
454 40 ZS 

MB *42 46 


(BWi 

276 ECC 332 48 _ . 

20 86 BMaltoti 710 • 62 213 1J» 

21, 8 He>M*Bu3 V • ■ -MS 

OV 8 Btaam to 41 ■ fi « 

HO « Btt 4» a M * IK 

435 383 Svnpo 433 1*4 27 88 W 

03 TO (HUM 03 II- 02 BS 701 

33 X (law 31, - 53 W Tia 

□0*. aV C1*«V» 29* - 14 338 SOI 

73 66 CtoXiBe as, 42, 87 07 

SO 3B O^iEtoc 43') 42V <3 - 

760 614 CWMwGp 760 43 8 260 

770 555 Qc*aa«5r SB +M 03 *94 SB 

JS’OTCMfc] 40»4fi4S23OZTO 

00 46 Damn •« * 42 £338 

450 403 Dannom 43 42 30 «D 

69 B* ttwrtngBMj 67 *- fi2 OB 

33B BO, 3000 - 09 354 2X0 

OB': BH * EdCK 733 f - MOO 

»V 30*. Emess 81V » 00 80 38 8 

GM 6C Eudnam Wi 42 8 240 K® 


__ 1M, 

67V 49V 
34 a 

SO a® Ultra 
3*8 ifcmto-Scm 


% Bidding Materials 


MS *3 29 8B 2797 

w i jisiw 

99, - TO 80 

38 V ftV 67 ^ 

40 853 

— ... etuaCVcto 364 »1, 43 87 ffl 

Hb B7V a»OC«P1 80 '1V 4B - 4®D 

07 77 Beatm. . ® -4 

50 55 wpatfii *a 

473 CBM 


231 


CSt 


2n 

229 TOV 

TO 1 . ClV 
570 * 449 

321 OT 


SO 28 (toy«odW 

»V 08V takxi 
332 2W JimWlG*) 


«vs 


ass 


S ■& 

S I SSL f 

83 83 re*™ B6 


_ ■»« 
Bix48 m » «2 

TO 

■ -* 

“ ffl aw 

ggS 

50 112 »7 

S 

U “to 
S^- i 

173 41 38 04 MOO 

« 4i as S7 aw 

ft - • =*5 

45 83 gg 

re 30 2 


13 

li 

fit 


MwSC 


ffl i 71 5041 

184 V) 42% VI 

31 - 32 

30 w- a 

277 £4 __ 

67 -V «j 212 334 

C37%41 07 

mV 41V a 
49 -3 2Z - 3472 

464 - » n 3SS 

04 - 35 83 ' 

H *V 2B 03 

09 7*4 g 87 376 

40 41 200 3717 

040 *- 07 W 

- - a aa as? 



*f£ 


1C M'i 


3 % ssfr 

173 B8 ®» P0*F 


8 V spt^Bn 


US sr ii 5 sss 

sTwsr s 


®S b -33 E7 W MS 

S ’’’■ 35 « 

tS ft 2? 

« ft 

W V *+1V 55 «J> 

67 42 43 


C 222 OTB 


ArBerhd 
B QC 


ty 




II 

2H tt 


315 208 tete 

2® »6 BbB&B 

J R BrtpflCc* 

W 
tc 

750 D 
M7 HI - K*»GP 
732 6£9 UpVB 

15 275 

28 83 

n w 

f w JB 
W 30 
4 ff 34S 
' 245 221 

31 

HO 08B WntBttTO 
280 as VbdsOenO 
» as MHO® 


2S 

IfetfOdATO ? 


m -41 47 9)0 

a « ra 
— as « 

“II 

3S X £ ® fg 

S PB » 
30 SB st a 

s 

S"4 40 Wfg 

« » mb 
ID 

TO - 551 
45 *0 |§* 


231 
m *+t 
« 8 


1 :; 

W *+? 


TO si-2 

e» *-J 


s™.?** « XT 4SB 


Distributors 


* 

88 


a? ASum 
BO M28JBTO 


S « 


*0 4501 

2J ia 4S67 


5 £35 


sao 302 

TO 4», Ufccn 
8V CV Wrt/Op 

425 3« W" _ 

to a. vtech ret 

28 17 ) vroebfluni 20 

Engineering 

5 ^ SI* 

I V 1 Sr 

<P 306 »«189C 

8 83 At 

W rp tocDHl 

SOI TO MrtLtDV 

m 630 7*»CWtg 
S3? SB* EBA 

S SI 

ft 0 

H5 C5 MKOA 

S % SSEf 

0V 4 araroa* 

'a®* ll mbDscmi 

m 40s bbubob 

2Z S’ BraMV 

IB W Bum 

SOQ 7B7 Btjyp. 
gn «. MStoH. 


» **. ao 


*8 


S x+a S3S 

85 *4? 54 MO CBS 

s*4 

35j*«4l M 


g-43 

w 

SB'- BuUHofctoBK S’* ' 

m K S ‘ft 

5 S & 

tm 358 OollB 

MB raw. 

8S 64 amm 


S9 


3 S 

nz 

*8 °lV ftnunHfe 
1 90 RfiGU 

03V ffV Minsm 
a % OEM 

Sx Si OflMBd 

l 

3M 2 tSS® 

84 « 


640 4-S 
TO *7 

231 - 

IB - 
380 • 

SO - 
87 . . 

a * 
95 *■ 
V7 -J 




66 66 sera 

1 “H 

44 to an 

46 tSO 220 


42 son 
« «3QJ 
39 82 JM8 
« 80 SM 

30 BZ ZB7 
34 to 2aj 





J.SD6SK 
2? 239 2046 
_ .. 33 aira 
TO - 34 IB 3871 

w *+« 43' nj 1 am 
«V 1 45 IB 3734 
B* - « BBS 
313 *■ « to ace 
VJ .+# a M 0806 

3D +* 55 S5 2H7 
m . -1 jo rn aw 
33 • 40 - aro 

-38 • ® 80 4S1 

73, ft 47 g 2S» 

2BV * - 59 ®C 
380 *45 40 28 ae 
JB ■ g 80 200 
COO +B 30 174 vm 
S3 ■ • V3 3 3EH 

SS - 52 w sm 
pi ft a . a no 

40 04 39<0 


- 26 -« 3280 

« *2 « W 33B 

w - a am 

W ■ 43 fcs 

036 ft. 27 mi 


254, AaBBlHach 299. 
43V Maltmn 
IP An#>E*a TO. 


43 212 VO 
TO 25H . 
25 54 88 j 


43V 37V CanUSp CB'w - _ 

OM ICO': Cn* CB0 4MV 00 

CD SO CarUb 18 *4 

sr- 4CT, Ucod C4'«- ■ 23 

S4'» 44i 250%.'* 25 284 

B7’r M2=rCaTnwa* CM0%A X . OK 

SO 44V DoftOwn C9irV U - OS) 

80V 47V EMiuilu*, M’*4'a 29 - 09 

TO £50 BOD TO -O 3i RJ J® 

37D 3*0 BtrlConB 385 • J« 23) 38 

ZJV PV Fad CSV 4. 40 £5fc 

S3?'. 45'ftCaiSKUa C*V»'V< 24 SB75 

37V 3y» oftnh a -v c am 

MMV OC. WMiiHUa M8 40V 05 - lot 

37 * 2B ■ BmyMl CSV *1 « Si 

231': 200 V HvQbc W** 24 
HI 1 * SS'- BU C7SV4l%09 

«V 30°- ITT top C39*w+'* 33 

23% fflVto CZ-V* a 09 

UV X'. UmilynH 539' 44", IB 


Mm. so **T'. 

46 41 urohnHao 43 

TO M3 IfttoCUm S9’i 43'* 07 

290 271 WBStre 712 »*2 t& SM6 

as xi MnuyMtaios *k a « xsg 

99 31 UMUvEuon B9 8 EBO 389. 

SB 571 UCnta 0O *S ffl S® 3404 

Cl 111 UTVErt^ma 21 .1 » 48 3440 

„ 85 £4 UM*Euc|OT>64; ® 07 2257 

u - am 370 Mi*«Kam jib >41 40 on am 

■ 1 48 377 MryMmen 48 a rB 38 307 3442 

' SI] ™ <W l*ivSn*t4Ms*ai *4 12 -3445 

• ■ 8E2 1 u tv, uivaACKi tB 2HS 

* M ■! 73 G6 SmSdn; H - 209 GO xS 

27 • «B\ B» HI ■ sm 

I 360 35 Mr/tfmn MS - 42 296 3447 

59 SO Nn-TTwg 50: »■ 8 U 3403 

W rn nailj BV ■ - - 34E 


833! 2S3 Z2J )****. >**x 2W *1 
CM 86 JOBS t£ CO wntCu-. *5 » 

3Q& 2T3 BC 29* -1 

50 3» iqdlNM SB • 

X * HneuoB* x 

m «* 3ncn TO » 

24 Q iwn a ft 

t: MMX) 8:4V 

M2 UAO SC2 -r« 

647 MtolBum 883>4a 25 30 

TB tAdafd tod 74*4146 41 


2 a S uffiipw* cbmted by lasa yeart Bonitnsp par share, ewatSno axeepttanal ftams. 

a £59 *5?;omofd«a*:: nr Ex ntfits x En-dwidofK} « Ex al u Un*«»d SacxntwB Martial s Suspended 
S at ^ ; pp Parity Past pm MI Paid Sham. San* Fnstat 

£ 06 sa' The Independent Index 

” .44 u 30 awlThfl index olows you » access reaMrne share phess by phone tiwn Seaq. Snjpty tfiaJ 
M 6* 0891 123 335 tofcnmd by the 4-4g0 code primadnort to each share. To access the tate« 

44 29M fnancal reports dal oa&l H33 faBonwd by one of Bio ttwtodgn codes betow. 

S“ FT-SE WO- Reakma 00 Smling Rates 04 Prtvatoatttm issues 


M3 
OH. 

Vb*7~22 

TO5 

ta i> 
ZM 
2 


« 28 Sal LK Stock MOricaRepon 01 
3 m 33g; UK Company News 02 
I * ax* Rvelgn Exchange 03 


BuiSon Report 05 
WM Sr Report 20 
Ibkyo Market 21 


wear Shares 
Etectricily Shares 
High Street Banks 


38 

38 

40 

41 


D8 


jo as*, xml a? 

3a S3 ana; w <% 
SB 
3303 


SOSO I 

vs 


400 X7 OS***to» _ _ 

m 83 awmtorWB 2BS 43 

338. 37 MUiSn S7 v 

225V ar’j nrcapQw craV 42 

226 2® nr Ov Per sa +z 

TO Tf> ftrtJto: Cffj n 4l 

HI VDV FtxSMchc (to 

■os tb natmr vs 43 

OT, 254 Salims OT, +3 

272 ■: 353 Sea Mala 271 V 41 

2007 TO3 SaaMM 200P 48 
505 401 Second Ida 56& *43 

65.- 08 5aBsbSea » +i 

»S)V mCHyUto toQ 41 


■ • S002 

09 7B 488 
11 • 508 

09 • S07 

. . iter 

W TO 3030 
36 307 3945 
Z5 »B3 3953 
31 SB SUM 
31 45 W 
U 067 3HB 


_ 3*87 1 Anyone with P tone-cfial teiaphone can use this sarvkat Fora dotatod dasenption of The 

MmSSf ot>* 8 5 *" »» j Independent tndax. Indudnfl its portfolio facirty. phone D891 123 338 

ts cb J«7 ! For assistance; cal our he^jfne 0171 873 4375 (BSOam - 530pml 

ICMi oast 39p per entnuta (chup nriMJ, and 40p at dfl other ttaw*. CaS chuywi inefada VAT 


tagH 330 i4l 

X X (ferny Com X, *1 

i*. i ftrfcW* iv 
J ffl 6B n%nor> 732 142 

H9 *7 FtoKMxh S5 46 

600 575 Pbraia«1 6C0 

X 2 Pmo-iiJto X »4l 

1220 980 Fftola 120 *4 

184 580 Rune » Iff? 

344 296 ScodanRtf} TO -1 


2X2 


JB. 


K 30 3B& 
25 227 3756 
OB 48 33 22S 30» 


Market leaders: Top 20 volumes 



B3 _ 

„ _ _ ,37 23 MM 

*«l 227V S3 TOEuoOrtl 2SV+V 09 48® I « JraiR* 

rr m TUFaLtd 89V 4lV 43 307 42ffl I 584, 38 * »ta« 

CB TO TnHBhhC B3 «■ 60 201 OT7I 3* JV ftdltel 

81 TM THRaok: 125 'a 41 X - 4S8I | =£ * SC 6 ® 

I J g. ft* 


x'.- S SriBdV 
54'r X Shnftck 
50 X attaKdi 
x X SntcPu) 

4SV X 

4S0 40 Uaioti ,, _ _ 

m 866 ThananCP S65 ,» 42 223 . 

813 TOO Ihotn EM 1779 47 28 ZZ7 420 

448 3*2 TwSwi-ttj «8 *42 32 

TOO 845 LfcwTv" 

555 UMffcBS 

to vra 
87 WFf* 

ECO VaVaTyno-T OB 4* 

Ofl Exploration 

NWQao 


21 


MO 

203 

use 


30 


an *46 42 zte 4325 

TO • « 09 45W 

201-41 00 28 4544 

4STO 


75 

60 

X 

37 

403 


253 44 
63 

49 


15 4M 

■ - MG 

- - «6 
. . 0030 

a «e 

. . to 

- . 2006 
53 206 2VD 
M 87 33*0 
- MBS 
M 80 SOB 


1 V DagonOI JV . 

S3 a. BHuixi a ® 

465 363, EntopneCI *63*48 43 253 3*B2 

0V GV ForUB 7 ; - £63 5286 

i 21 toV GlVtostm 8 41 - ZTO 

255 88 EtovOT S 43 05 - 4737 


Stock 


VtoTOOO StoS" 


Vbrooo suck 


■fcnioo Stock 


vbrooo, 


1700000 MrisaSpoicerMOaO ASDAGnup 
fww nnft BP 840000 Bffbk 

MtmRw COOOOO Umtaiottn) 780000 Satotuy 

BtthGB 800000 LASMO 720000 BTR 

itenoM 940000 Rems 733000 BAhSM 


700000 SuiAfence 600000 

wwnm Seas gram 

670000 UylsTSB 500000, 

«hiwi Bum gram 

660000 Gkkfax 570000! 


FT-SE 100 Index hour by hour 


Open 3798:8 up &3 
0000 38003 ip12a 
10 lM 38095 up ISO 


11 M 3822XJ up 315 
12J» 38170 up 2BS 
134W 38160 up 2S5 


14.00 3B16.7 up 28 2 
1SJ70 38103 up 2S£ 

16.00 33&E3 ip 338 
Ctoae 382S3 IX 34B 




5V 


1IU100 


09’: 


80.x*1 

•r 


07 


355 AssbBDMl WV 4 s ) 3 « W 
JB 05 harrow M3 »1 37 01 BOt 

50 275 Borta5vlC 205 . *6 TO 1W 

335 36 ft»lAG OT - 32 2B9 066 

27 21 Benton Crops 22 43 - Oil TO.- 

SB 205 EMU 275 - 8 302 4803 

*OD 358 Bader 394 -1 M HI 872 

X 31 V Ban** 3i M 23i wo 

5BT 4S QntMJtSdw be >+lV TO m 2033 
348 3D CaaUfr« 3D 42 34 IB 205 

02 ffi GMrtai 97 ZB 128 2303 

91 01 totoTOrt 81 *. 44 230 

91 72 CaenoTOFctl * »- ffl 67 34ff I 

87 171 IlMftH- 87 . K C6 2Z7U 

444 400 DataMy 409 1 49 07 123 2KH 

722 SX Mill 2X *43 48 07 3188 

TO 7B Boeafib 78 • 05 a 50© 

71 01. FHwJ 68 61 X9 2566 

8 U'i QobdQp 17 I® *5 2X5 

TO 8* Gdttnfop* B5 ftl 28 TO 

33 27B Oman 322 »• S3 08 2905 

1M 99 ttatmood K> 41 02 8* 289 

TO B3 Hdraern * 041 40 

TV *S HhWI ne +1 69 CD X9Q 

68 57 JJOOto 59 It. ta 3008 

63 1H UnbUrapa 63 *4 17 ZU 

333, 30 Lrtnft* 333 ■ SB 60 

TOV X MdanB X ft 37 in X06 

51 45 MW X - 12 221 a®5 

231. 20 McnoBVta SM r 38 O* 3500 

8V OV WmtmW «V - - B3 3M7 

a» 171 MftoTtuM 177 +3 02 -JOB 

H 0 Rn**n B ' - 275* 

% B9 MtaN TB »■ 14 3630 

67 X FMWBGen S - 01 TO 3tS 

TO n HnaBm TO . 25 TO 3863 

S . M4 87 «®S 

493 3 41 n 4D3 

400 +2 67 OS 4344 

IBBwy 37 4347 

tffl'orV: 2B 
237 »l 52 

MSO - S 

82 ft 59 


490 45Z teftiyh 

482 395V Uni 

B77. Mp- IHNar 


Gas DistrSiutioa 

287V SMV CUthQ 

S g S5, 
Health Caro 


an, a a oamAHns 
37V X BecawPrrd 
TO 18 SSmupi 
toV B'l 



900 40 22 28 fiX 

409 +8 31 283 88 

» Ml 4J MQ 4730 
XV - ' B* . 4971 
to! . 44 B4 388 

BV ft *0 18 «B 


28 « Sort . 

456 395 SdalrfCBB 

«s TO SMiOtor 

84 HO anOWtopti 

80 M4 Woe 

i'diSr 

300 WMmrftos 300 

Household Goods 

231 82 MapM8 

w, m MJB __ 

48 V 42 AmcurfuM 

48 37 Stock Am* a 

ffl 258 Ehdim 272 X+1 

53 TO QkMnn « 

« 3S dm Cams X 

m to conning as 

07 91 Con^tolA TO 

TO 05 Cnjdxn DO 

KS 433 HFh 473 +6 

60 TO JeyuOav W 

S- 2 iuSmT s 

8 230 MnoodJHip 23* 

2V IV um*i 2 

6 309 OboMaU «5 40 

B 441 n—wiftirtl 457 ft 

8 OT PWaolZA 8H7 » 

£66 » fto re » 

ae ix Pk»A an » 


I get cash 
w from a cash 
machine” 

First Direct customers can withdraw up to £500 a day. 
using Midland. Natwest, TSB, Clydesdale. Northern, Bank 
of Ireland, and Royal Bank cf Scotland cash machines 

for 24 hour telephone banking 

S? 0800 24 24 24 


■son 

- 3tt 

- 8032 
■ 34(8 

3300 


57V Unaai 64V 

_ 4? ftmcneUAH 5?. _ 

33 XV Am*B 31*. ft 2D Cl 3711 

5B7 379 fteicoEntray £02 u+5 02 - 3S8? 

46 390 RrarQ 460 ■ 40 3770 

96 »V SeMRu SB 2088 

XV 71 Itowca W -IV - - 4808 

03, tateg ra ted 

»V 38V BP £88 **2 12 88 820 

SB9 KG BumhCod 8*2. *41 40 TS0 TOO 

99V Xf«Ezxn OSV+lViX 

«SV SA 74*1 Cap — ‘ 

808 BE 9«l 

378 SO WOOdXfc 

Other Fmandai 

XV 2D*. AnetoAnw C20V - X 328 

TO 77 BHD -SB • B TXh 


348. 3M HMcalBar 

2SV XV HunnpMto 
m UV hooo 
80 80 Jmmnto* 

<64 599 Lara Sacs 

HB H. LOlMfSkc 
48 30BV ie*C 
80 82 SUdtUfSoe* 

75 67 UenabM 

33 X IfcofcU 

vV n'« mm*4«* 

M7 85 IU*k)HJU 

a 22 Cush* 
H3 73 OP I Un t.i 
145 88 PSIT 


mca cue vu 

%VL 

®V I> 


ndec 

2A TO 2867 
28 to 22C 
290! 

20 


4V 


3V haowt 

28 itontr 

mV 

a nAmncm 
20V fcjp&n 


33 20 


83 


S3 


, 20 

28*4- 4 40 . - 

m**B 47 80 4003 
3» ff] ■ to 


, 5B0 
I a 
i ai 

SB 

20 

TO 


TO Gfcftrta 
8 V Con*! h 
V COM* 

re onto 
8 Qika* Op 

SO BTGp 


28 342 2035 
ZJ WJ • 
8 2C0 4368 
31 20 Of 

tS K*B 21 MB 2M20 


C20V 
»V -V 
20 *. 


Fa h41 wmai otalta « u* Mraccs urasio Flat DmO. 
at Miaand flank Bto Finn Oraa nurMe dm hqm 


in acodum lw rcu. Cilto *« aonitvad Aocncanu mat Milv 


r hapoM hkul lmo. tsaa ys. Fm d**« » * «w« 

■d itoctoia to dom 


1000 

H» lam Stuck 

< 5S”. 3 SV 

g*. §>. * 

200 TO. __ 

23 21> CutdCtoM 

36V »V 5li*i0 
5BV 49^ Tnraco 
X'k 27”?. Taro hd 
Si. 88. rmhuto 


pbSSS 


Mca CHI VM 

«0. -1 
C53V4-V 40 

_■ “ 

J 40- 80 W 

S?:’: % 

ES7 * V 37 

284Vi4% t) teas 
a>. +j. o cn <r& 


4458 


32> »'* umnCotate Mi +1V _ 
to. toV WWFiro rro> -iV 8 
art m taw i»V +2V, 27 


Investment Companies 



Investment Trusts 


440 408, 3QCUO 440 *2 21 435 W 

TO si : PiMiaTinn 99V - O - 4020 
3® St? MaiBlHDan 230 *7 06 ■ 4BW 


w « Waft* 



088 a-1 37 
321 *4-7 29 
81, +2 
2tV+1 

_ _ _ _ 230 

75 VcWtoC tp ■ 

X 80 WtarCbiPt 8 

73 58V MMWHIg 73 *+1 

Ensurance 

OV to*. Milk 




. fv ".5*1 

238 221 Mlw-B) 230 +2 29 — — 

- - +1 27 




83- tad 


|v f |& M f :1 

\ li-p 

«**+'■ 


'V 64 Ftanmpihn 
250 ftsattSra 

3*3 RmCnEir - 

2S. 34* V FtoiBaipm SS +2 26 *2b 31 

w u nit&fSSg ■er *t - -ms 

388 JSO ftwFE OT +1 tB - SE 

IK 88 , i FtanHtoo TO . 41 55 210 CTO 

00 a v flantttn os* + * - ■ *sa 

ag ^i5 sr ^42-.3d -m 

%lbSa8rM3S5 

a s Rrtca&to srv+iv 06 ss 

nS 3*2 125 RxacaQmn B7, +1 X - 4738 
8B TOV FaSCdta* «1>*V 8 JOT 

to «ta wv ra Mirai* to + 1 1 ® 157 *m 

a 0 RxSCri USSa 09 41 - - 8K 


cnv-Vi ts 


1LSS 

54 FnaiBnco a 

ffl 1 .- GTtEGnMh “ 
229 GTJkmr 
VS GartEuD 
TO GenCir.CC 
i t» GooCoih 
V a Gonaihr 
W GorrenSo* 




3.V+V 

sv +i 


Member HSBC Ctch^i 


HW 


n, 


Stock 


pa- at w nccaw 

aV4-V, * 23 428 
SB +5 V 22 B5S 436C 


aa *3 

TOV - 5* 

.371 *1 43 


»V BCEI«fltt 
S5 B3Q0M) 


aV 27* THPWply 
22B aDi TRSHPQoa 

smv sm TUTdlTtoo 

OT, TO 7HTBOJ OT *3 IS X2 

toV eiv iiiwtob 
» 385 TaipaBa 

KH OO 77M0TOOSC MB , 

«, x, ThcgOui 3ny+: w sa «w 
B2V nragM XV 4 V S7 438 4221 

S3 aj VWai 272 . 

305 273 'Aon*’ CSp 27B 42 

77 3* toman he 77 

Leisure & Hotels 

470 301 MM 

49 42 MulLm 


33 


to - 
TO - 

2X14-0 

V D FtBOl a u- 

TB 62 TcmOmH 8B -1 

KB 347 FtaLAW ®S 44 

130 «? F^rtrH* no +? 

K5 B8 OanBi 823 +V 

3* a rtfeSpt 29 -2 

2«, 201, Juv*r*a4 OT -4V 

XV 23 V Kua* X 

B7 M2 Lfttato BB >4S 

550 425 ImwiCUa 541 4-1 

BB, IMnLU ^ 335. ft 
90 . 77*. MonoanOmB mV 42 

S'* 2 IM ZV ■ 

n7 BB NmanLaa B7 *-l 

W 04 PlOnLMue TO. 

£ tlV Onto Hat a 1 . -V 
338 442 ft** 538*40 


« 08 EuoDmy 

03 « Euantoor 



Mk 


z& & %% 

TO BO aro 

^2V &%§!?/ 
O •fcreJom 

JtSL* 


4V 

XV _ 
348 346 



Life Assuraice 


600 *0 24 320 04 

TOO *43 44 DEI 3W 

a ® so 
a 


re 6GS EtftiRUpa 082*4-1! 45 os aw 

TO, n, Emi 02 - IP IB 490 

41 V 31 V amwsPT 38 ft 07 B0 2053 

B33 06 HnndMm 1W8 123 a 202 W0 

200 OT hm S* i- 23 rto 

44 « huntmCo 43 ■ 80 02 3C00 

SM 2S tantsm 90. *4 V TO TW SOB 

23 0V *H Jain 5*4*i 212V 42 46 

m V SB UhFni™ »V ■ X 3800, _ _ 

20 UtofafQ 590 *+l ED 

■045 1150 


to aoortk* 

W. BaTUOuv 
. wv BxflltEMi 

I 2B OT BiWlXOa 

ID 08 SiHiJMm 
ss 31 StxMUmlP 
to as stsahom 
50 55 a Mrxftcn 

* 53 TB 

on to TbptEaam 
96 87 tonlOm 

09 97. WlortPk 

8 5t UranSItM 
a « WU’Grajp 
« BO 

STB TO VV»r**d 
71 ES WMCtr 

Retdars, Food 


227 


eo _ 

TO 4-0 48 80 303 

Hy m A3 QQ 
4£ +tb 00 233 3340 
TO -1 52 B0 338 

BB ft 72 TS 3318 

87 *« 29 4B 4SEB 

Eirti - - -- 

147 *1 00 BB 3433 

24V - 2S 1668 

73 •! - 3bAl 

IM - 40 BB SIX 

338 40 21 - » 

4 . • *83 

28 - 45 OB 3727 

CTO 1 . . B4 
M . 52 TO 3T50 

31 V - - XI 3000 

BB ft 32 4233 

32 mam 

56 • 07 BB 3877 

TB . 43-00 3B5B 

TB - 13 BB 4»? 

222 45 ■Vi 4030 
2D - 63 U 40C 

07 - 62 E3 4781 

37 . BB 4050 

88 - 3 *345 

56 X4V 47 82 4009 
CB ■ 03 257 32£n 

129 -1 23 332 C54 

90 48 48 TB 4204 

BO » 42 83 CTO 

0 ft® -22 2104 

M *4-1 52 «45 

83 ■ TO m 4433 

BB - 49 B5 4434 

67V 4-V 


301 294 HgA 

tb mV tsda 
m 037 Bdeta 
4i, a. Bmgam 
av gjj^ 


_ rFkmi 


0k 


ass +1 X BB 

IB +2 29 228 4861 

1173 *B 34 235 3345 

4® *45 X BB 3208 

BOO -2 38 BB 3340. 

S7 - W » 4OT1 tbo 


w re 

W _£V 

1354 167 

•WO 304 

» 841 MAN 

« TO MnHTtoF _ ^ . 

2255 -B30 Rapaul ZBJ 4-M 83 233 X3B 

K» JB0 ftwfind 938 »*T 37 87 3731 

336 OT, Mtnta 328 - 39 SOX, 

58V 37V fttana 56 ft 27 207 3081 

385 irn mu 3B0 - 43 82 38IB 

T21 TO &JPCHMI 117 -38 X 30 

525 «0. SdOjaVuM IS) ft 44 MTS 

OT 499V StaftRc SSBV t«V 22 813 
7V 5 Utol+Muji 7V41V - «S 

66 m WnXtoErtaBI ft 45 

Pharmaceuticals 

31 *r X "a ABB* AS BX'a-V « 205 

2566 TOD mwrdt 2565 48B ■ . 2BS 

S40 3« Can* Rum* 6*8 ♦« - - 3840 

329 231 D»OTMK» » «, - - 

BBS -TO ■3tno1Wtcn<aan *4V 47 B2 


SS? 


7® -1 

40V+1 

2BI 

50 - 

to4 ft 

re 



0 


40 M2 B43 
20 « 899 
17 006 

» 143 OM 
40 218 2201 

05 88 

34 TO 3080 
BZ M31 

a C! TO 
— 47 566 2BB0 

TUB i4G 84 B8 Z7M 

H M ft ta 87 2B6B 

«* 5 - - 115 4X2 

473 +8 S3 07 3B2 

Ml. . 31 M3 3207 

tSVe+V O 3*22 

M0 HidnSFck 130 - 55 3540 

m 73 toKFbddi 75 SO ffi MB 

E E. S*«V*™n M8 +1 24 B5 4M0 

*5 3ffiV Smhiy 3T5 - 49 H5 3004 

30 *6 TddOO 287 -3 43 03 4S7 

157 133 Tlmnon t53*4D 43 HS SM 

56 ED Wfeon&P SB 41 40 67 4446 


TO, 

7V 4 Jtfrv..., 
50 CSV IM.SM 
W TO U&W 

IfctoMcnW 


Retailers. General 


387V 333V MTOB 

i i 

3 1 Hr 

Svass 





+5 28 «e a» 

»4 »1 47 W 

Bf.l+i 12 20 BW 
ea^+‘i* w 


728 +7 40 ® ^ 

04 - 26 02 2X4 

M3 • <7 060 

OT ■ 71 BB - 


13 a 3258 

- 81 98 3504 

52 tSJ am 


*05 430 BlCrae 

M3 CB TTOtoy 


m 

araniMS xo +6 a bim 


TMvFttw 



466 376 BQfjS 481 

SB 533 cap&no 6tt 
487, 379V CtokwOmS 483 
b'. aV CB^biCtap a 


48 MB m 
S 230 878 
4S a 1964 
4EB +Q 13 43D 48S 

so - soee 
at 03 BBS 
- . 2200 


+3 


4*9 Warutftff 

Property 

8S 57 MKlLdi 0ft Vi* V 

M3 IB tactaPep TO +1 

a 43 Btaow 

28 200 Soi 

422 OT atond 

m ms a. 

to 3« Cto WV gi 

“ s 

447 430 Ontorfdo 4» 44 

iv v gau a 7v 

285 290 OoraBjfefia 3*6 

^ ’S g&.h.'S 

Ml TO Oran TO 

355 W OarawlVM 3G4 47 

m V DMtowGao m « 

-s & asst bS 48 

TO O* bnlto n 


+3 3* 177 40» 

- 17 83 file 

*+1 2fl BO 448 
+2 SO S3 448 
1+8 28 446 


« » Wl 


3BV 25 FWoOOT 
E 53 **88% 


XS MO 

B5, ® «31 

m\ TO HVUrt 
B 36, HonMCty 


65 - ffl BB 2811 

405X4* 48 233 ZOO 
am ■ 33 «7 aao 
IS - 05 - 2777 

aa.* a*? 

U 41 


370, 330V Hwimaon 585, r+G X 238 XS 
4V ?. Hmrov 3V - - . 2B34 


Government Securities 


M0t In* Sm* 

Index-finked 

ra'a n*4 Brnte 
»> 178'* Tf2“fc01 
17BV AOS 

w Si H2*>H4>4hM 
*s>in^i>s i ie6 
«rV -bis wk-ea 

173 V «B'b Ii 2 «to 11 
943 W’«TV2WbJ3 
S2'* 145V. Tr8*Si« 
VM 138 V 17 2 Ht 20 
G2, n A S7fl»: 
tav M3*r Tr4 A3D 


mn ae 


M Me* 
TM Coda 


Prioa 0« TM (Mi 


nV'i SM U93 
«77V4\. 3 S3 W|„ . 

trav+v 383 TO7 Shorts 

TM*W+V 303 tza 
eVtV 3*4 bm 
TOV 4’i -5«7 130 
03*1 +V 389 no 
TO“x+V 3J1 320 
148V+' 7 * a* 1321 
ieWV HO 1322 
as’) 4V 373 tK3 
HS-a + a* 104 


38’b 34 V 1r30t 
32-V 39V Cub 2 K 
32 V 23’* Ti2» 


K 5 « 

30V 

2SV 


CM 

1236 

oe 


Undated 

5DV48V CdU4^ 47V - 

45V 41 V toMltoSW 42V tm 
82 V SB"* Cent 3 'B. 5J»+ ! « 


- 1833 

- 052 

- 0*3 


03 roS ii S V1)98 OO’Vr V? 803 009 

teViioV e*o v-96 roV - too ess 
217V se>H»«s 217V - 5» 01a 

to 1 . n?v C«KH 02 v - 594 too 

cn ■Vdo"« Cm kit eo*t+’« 53* -uai 
tE^a t»‘* TrO'A® 10V - 598 002 

TOtiIMV El 10 It. 37 03'* • 604 HS3 

o*v«bv Treves? aa***'* 040 mi 


IM’a IB'* E* Bft> 07 ib?'« - 652 C69 

BOV 93V Tr6W% 95-98 96>4V 505 031 

tnv wv Ttr ^.38 to*'b4', m u® 

K? TO'. E»9 v%« TO + V 663 C73 
C2V tB’* h SAW IQ'Vf’b GB3 006 
mV mV & s75.se tnv+v to ffi9 


HUk lam Stack 


mar be W CM 


ns 8035 
JIB 047 
ZM 1264 


W«s 96 T.6%69 »2-*> 

TOVTO'.TrBWSO TO'VkV 
te s * T1?*« E» 12X0.99 TOV*V 
H2V BBV TiO«MB9 UBV 4V 
n2 L »tBV cno’AseaVkV 

Metfiums 

oV toS i» 13% 00 roV t V 
BB’SSM** CuivaVOO tBV+V 
IB®. 10 V TrVtoOU tafV+V 
OlV 96V Tf MJ1 
TM TOV Trim 01 «9jrrV 

mV s»’i HBifl*02 
H7V TO-^ Trios 03 m V +V 
1SN W*!rTr11 V*- 01-0* 115% +V 
®*s 76’. FOaH^WTOTO’i -V 

mV me ows-tcw nsVitV too too 
m'Vioav &»9v%05 8® SS 

or. KV Tr 03 - 05 ® V + '* 790 tS 5 


TOV 9T> Tf8»0266 »«r»V 
103'. BOV 7771ft 00 B7V 4V 

... - . esv? rav ftfljftoweiBV +v> 

735 TSB I IXTninV TrB W07 BlW 
230 TO2 : TOV 130^1 Ti 0-1% W-oetB 4 V 
1 TO "tot® TV 9% 00 W^r+JV 

| 104 V 98**170*09 

S SSltangs 

88V 81’* TVOiftB 

TOVTOV OvOftn . 

B2V »> TV5«08-O 77V -V 
itsViwVftWie ToaVr*'* 
tB°* 05®« TrS%0 fl7*Vt+V 


BtJ 1343 
EV 4 V 817 1330 


500 1306 
780 2031 
723 TOO 
73* TOO 
IB* OBI 
788 1290 
673 CM 


J.v+v 

TOV4V 


623 1245 
TO 1330 
024 (701 




n n sals* 

ta is Burnt 

I I §£* 

+« 383 QuckkCD 

£ OT 
43 17 ... 

358 W OOUM, 

3'. 2 TOtoEm 

IDS <U1V Ctam 

0 7 EnCD 

« ® EamFun 

TO -BS Em _ 

457 40 RnotaiDnr 

37 SS FtodEnrfi 
B7 ms haxncan 

SI 


X0 - 42 135 

|vY? % ^ 

2M - 33 BS 

TW +4 50 Si 

u ■ ■ ■ 


!”i 1 

*0 ft 42 


239 -2 

A *9 

HL** 

tt U+1 


94 ft 27 2207 

MB - - 87 2533 

SO ffl * XM 

« ® aiiy w+» as « reo 

TO IK? ITOrfFTCar to *0 22* wm 


ilE. 


®ES +D 0 » ... 

9B me 84 TB 4838 

380 +s 23 304 am 

472 -4 28 *0 302 

i a s 

653 +1 30 BS SIB 

V +V - IB 3K2 

ISO +06 28 SO* 

578 +20 20 X3 M» 


«S3 *W « MKtaSSp 
6X 625, UnzmJ 
X sv Madtortft 
BS, TO UnUn 

Si* 

*?V SKSkiu-^v : 29 “S§ 

S3 32 QSWU«B 50, 46 39 Sm 

MV a> ISSm* Q4^ v “ 07 m . 

« (TO ScktovV MO - S 60S 

^ 284 Irato> 362 +6 S3 217 CS 

to so a vto^ 87 +8 m a ffil 

OT «1 Ti 3 Serna OT +2 45 117 4B3 

to 835 Tleftck «5 4 53 *BB 

60S 5C VaxkimUe 506 ■ 22 208 OTB 

V S MBVOoo M - G2 03 TO2 

OS TO tw TO +5 20 - 4490 

M 52 VIMolUr M ft 27 - 4H2 

222 TO Wyuotoeih 2 B ft SI 4548 




tog BB3 4DT 
BS 0S Aaml 
TO TO MXftiUp* 
X 27 T^inifc 
44 S AJU&TO 
20 TO ET 


TO 14*3 
TO +1 
34 

211 V +3V 
M0 x+1 

^V ^V BMdH ™V i 

V* TO MUkHtt Sf ft 

«S 80 EfesftsSs* 92 *+2 

40 OT BMWM X4 +1 

553 3S, on 535 1*1 

187 »V carGBTO B? x4l 

capkira »«+B 


» 


w 

31 


Chi* 

(HXC 


® 256 X73 

s ss 

43 228 YS37 
« sen 

11 202 
35 SW 4041 
U 




E 


ID FrooGD 




427 362 TttoOOT 

3® 20 hmFttti 

175 DO taSn 


si 

72 
57 


3947 
30 40SB 

48 4901 

40 06 230 
IS « 2209 

sura 
33 no aw 

a» _ cm 

35 Ofl 3091 
00 312 482 
4X +3 23 207 5377 

238 +2 42 MB OTS 

” ’ 30 2SH 


M\ COVExBtiO-e ISSV-tV MO coo [ 

tav osftivree B7|V+V 023 4902 

Itr. KBV TrBWff 04 5 V+V 627 to 


feaahJ 3 v 

UvBSf) 434 +« 20 S3 305 
LHjm*nflfiui S3 U- 

tt," 

i&iflX I : 

. Uos4 4» ft 

Sr ^aes 

563 UOOFUU *6 -V 
08 - 
(52 +7 
32 

GB »+6 
220 +3 23 
m +3 
2 B 

85 1)0 

w - 

X +2 


Ol 


TO v? Monoen 


3H3 
H4 to6 3G0 
B 229 309 
23 09 5378 
37 - 3OT 

BB IIS 3X1 
M • 2992 

75 to aen 


si* ” ss 1 


HaoGmC 

PSP 

M 


222 TO RCOW09 
65 47 Rata 


62 V2 3371 
IB S3 3305 
47 ta M44 
25 4962 

5029 
13 2TO 

V 4739 

IS 405 39M 
« US 3656 
a 4F7 

DU toO 378* 

27 va 


10(6 mi snefc 


prteo CTC vu 


M* 

p/bdS* 


nrnrm 
ifeedErao 
ndemSDy 222 


2» 2M 

j:-T: as 

TO TO FftnOoQp 

30 208 RnSa&M 

TO 325 Sms 
TB* MB StoBoilQ 
147 CB SandaonEI 
flV D EeMtaito 

SO 532 SsrftCp 

SOB ta SocoOp 

HI BB toortciMf 
290 TO SawtOip 250 


3831+10 
IS i 


■ ni-V 


a TO 3X7 
B 156 3794 
35 B4 3803 
M 256 3812 
70 H? 38* 
17 3» 3850 
□7 2B4 2B71 
43 04 SCO 
a W S03B 
O’ 3690 

OB SB 205B 
17 SOB 

40 217 4077 
4008 


03 +£ 33 172 4033 


40 23 tm 


ao 
2*0 207 

345 


2*0 UX> 

OB VkuNy 3*7 
Vtainll —l 207 
IMHBMnpn 334 


236 x+1 
» -a 
VO ft 
-1 


X 


34 


_ 40) 

52 B5 4673 
51 B4 4330 
33M 

GO 9B 4432 
- oj on 
37 2B SM4 


Telecommunications 

205 X2V BT 374 +3 60 69 SS 

rn* 430 CattaSW) SB +1, 22 223 SEEM 

06 mV HCtotecm W +5'< 20 ■ 4023 

XV 31 VnYNEX O3V*+V40 4*0 

205 TOO Soa. txt 2M0 . 02 *33 3079 

T7TO B3B SbortrvA ICS +2 W M7 39B8 

C73 BS SooittySBnr « - X 25B 2686 

VI IB. U*M TO -1 

266 OTV Itdkn to* +3 17 324 BE 

Texlies & Apparel 

ID MO NoankBN TO - 50 W 664 

2 40 222 MadtH Z6 • J9 M2 CS6 

TO TO UM TO +4 62 033 

MS tW frMclto 07 *+2 62 C3 *7 

*5 TS BkkJaKft O V 30 IQ W 

86 JO OmMOhRinK! -I C2 4B 4«5 


Ctamor 


231 


2BB SB 

2BB to 

437 356 

10 B. QumoiM S 

•bo TOV DmUaCo TO 

37 30 OrtthdiT 32 

38 S EunnnJGp X 

~ ‘ « 

n iiiini ® 


30 73 


as ftsKh 


73 



_ _ 3&j - - 

to V 0V FtsinaGp B. 

m 7V mm sV - 

3*5 306 HckknP MS - 

14 7V hrtM 7V - 

» n towHii ts » 

4J0 435 inddSW 470 

MO 16 LmtxMHMh to ft 

302 3M Loi ulHo) XT 

276 2SB Loo* a? 264 ff? 

a 9 ITCawSa E ft 

now a 

a v umRh 17 V >. 

^ a *" * OS 3350 

^ W ^IWC*: TO *4* X 62 OTl 

63 9 Wwk 02 » 30 MOB 

V »> Htafar E3 +V 60 67 37* 

V tens 66 -« 30 3017 

^ S ' 50 «5 

Gp OB ft 39 4)02 

_ ■ 55 57 4OT. 

% SSL S * 300 ^ 

« me eo 43 » «w 

B StanakFA 6 ihI'i 88 TJ .jB 

M LKsStry SO - ED - 4322 

® (knu.fftok j to u+1 S M +W 

72 W»«***n 72 - 40 05 4543 

30 1brt*l0 320 - 32 «B0 

Transport 

re 


* On 




55 X “ ra . s 


30 




s. 

■B .iv* .& 

to ff? 32 - 3a» 

«0 +5 “ OT 

3D +1 30 BO 2722 

ijSSy* 3M'< S'* S D3 OT . 

* ^ « sgg 

to M6pw *m M3 M IK TO 

TO TO - 13 to 3609 

i+6 42 BB 2S4S 

■1 — - - 


s 


Dm 


•+M 




SV 


j".* 

id sii 

S80 +2 87 4SB 


w «:ir 

&l i ill 


ra ^ Sam vita ^ +d 

sgffl s 12 % % gg 

cm UMTOta . BO* +4 56 ale 

sen sag 

330 MO SkvSUaAOT ■ C 


Rights Issues 


Snk 

BraMp 


EdaCtoj gaM a 


Recent Issues 


nksBiBOta 
hkwsWT' 


QrtiqpWftrW 

Capta!1uC*VCT 


Owfen 

OrcBoimvCT 

DoomOcip 


r; , 

Qartma9«Cr 
QnwsFfcttvCT 
aanUK&ngCco 
mium i l TO 
IP Onto 
Oam „ 
PbkeiwyCT 
Oueoaycr 


SsaltshAssnC 

SktrSMtlSOUB 

tauiuukuSUs 




Pnox 

I 

MO 

95 


V 

05 


SS2>) 

a 

to 


•5 




_J3 

d 


$ 


nous 
r this 
ution 
ie Is- 
eout 
u this 


a with- 
^ 'noa 
e e gn 
11 ^cc- 
ag at 
~ will 

h ,~ 

^ pos- 
r Ufire 


> a 

1 V 


3 

«✓ 

r 


ign 
tte, 
ir a 
ter 
rid 
1 a 
at 
MU 

ew 

VIr 

de 

ter 

yr- 

& 

% 

th 

3D 

lie 

tr- 

“g 

or 

ri, 

T- 

P- 

y- 

re 

d 

id 

r- 

c- 

o 


t 




r 

c ■ 


L 

T, 

"i 

« 

\ 

)r 

oi 

tl 

ia 

K) 

in 

ro 

cur 

u l 

ia 

ai 

iC 

DL 

h; 

.JS 

er 

re 

ii 

la 

ni 

30 

ta' 

iff 

ae 

lit 

tai 

la, 

Laj 

/es 

iOV 
he 
•ut 
/hi 
□ £ 
ha 
OU 
ofl 
he 
viU 
or 
>e l 
:on 




THE 



KDE p EOT ENT^^I^^ 


A SPECIAL REPORT 


BUSINESS TRAVEL 



Things are looking up for the high flyer 

■ . ..... .^nnferencing links at i 


Business travellers, as I told an 
art operators' conference 
lier this month, are a deeply 
unreasonable bunch. We want 
to check in as late as possible, 
fly from uncrowded airports at 
the times of our choosing 
direct to our destination, or 
failing that enjoy a transit time 
just long enough to allow for 
some relaxed shopping at 
fiercely economical prices. I 
could have added that we 
expect every hotel to have a 
record of our reservation, and 
to supply a pristine room kitted 
out with the latest in hi-tech 
and hi -comfort. The rental car 
should be waiting, clean and 
full of fueL. for an immediate 
getaway. Should we decide 
instead to travel by train,. we 
expect a definite edge in time 
and comfort over the alterna- 
tives. Oh, and by the way, our 
company accountants are 
keeping a keener eye than 
ever on costs. 

Costs, costs, costs: everyone 
is seeking to control them 
without sacrificing quality. As 
this Special Report demon- 


strates. businesses are 
exploring ways to maximise 
flexibility while minimis ing 
expenditure. Airlines and 
hotels are trying to keep costs 
down without threatening the 
revenue recovery that is under 
wav. The railways are tempting 
travellers with valuable new 
scheduling and comfort, while 
new US carriers are showing 
the way towards good-quality, 
low-cost service. 

For a lot of businesses, the 
place to start controlling costs 
and adding value is with a 
written company policy on 
business iraveL According to 
Carlson Wagonlit, one of the 
leading multinational agen- 
cies. only three in five Euro- 
pean companies have a written 
policy, compared with 76 per 
cent of American businesses. 

This will by necessity involve 
looking at the way in which 
travel is bought- All the old 
certainties are being chal- 
lenged, notably the commission 
paid by airlines to agents. No 
longer is (here a simple equa- 
tion between the amount a 


Accountants are watching expenses, but travel 
find the right deal for business travellers, says 


agents can still 

Simon Calder 


premium cabins, much of it on 
the first class product. Inno- 
vations such as individual 
sleeper cabins are intended to 

r . __ .1 sfi Tv*r cent 


company pays and the 
percentage the agent earns. 

“These days, the travel agent 
will not survive by simply 
issuing a ticket”, says David 
Radcliffe, managing director of 
the leading business agency, 
Hogg Robinson BTI. “The 
a°ent must give value to the 
client". 

Increasingly, services like 
rapid visa procurement, travel 
medicine advice and global 
assistance are being taken for 
granted. So now the focus is 
switching to buying power. 
Hogg Robinson, like Carlson 
Wagonlit and American 
Express, uses international 
muscle to secure deals across 
the range of business travel 
services. There is still space for 
the good independent business 
travel agency, but more than 
ever (hose who survive and 
prosper will be those who are 
customer- focussed and are 


intimately aware of an indi- 
vidual client's needs. 

The trend towards fee-based 
arrangements is accellerating. 
T rus means the client pays the 
net cost of travel (ie free of 
commission), plus a negotiated 
fee to the agent in exchange for 
the value added. So the 
nagging worry that your agent 
is recommending a particular 
supplier or product because of 
the potential commission he or 
she stands to earn, is cased. 

For the business traveller, 
meanwhile, life on the road or 
in the skies seems to be getting 
a Utile smoother - but that 
doesn’t stop us complaining 
about it, as two business travel 
surveys published this week 
demonstrate. American 
Express asked visitors to the 
Business Travel *96 exhibition 
in London what irritated them 
most. The number one bate 
was the need to check in early; 


a good omen, perhaps, for 
Denim Air and Vforicf Airlines, 
which in the next fortnight 
start new services to Holland 
from the 10-minute check-in 
airport, London City. 

Official Airlioe Guides 
canvassed business travellers 
worldwide, and found that 
British executives are the ones 
demanding free drinks in 
airport lounges most noisily - 
which is perhaps why they are 
also less concerned than any 
other nationality about 
whether the plane turns up on 
time. They also, says OAG, 
complain more than anyone 
else about fellow passengers, 
especially those who get 
upgrades from economy. 

Yet the traveller who has 
been out of circulation for a 
decade (or perhaps just stuck 


an inordinately long stack at 
iwulfindthe 


Kennedy airport) ’ 
world a rather more comfort- 


able place than it was in 1986. 

That was the year when British 
Midland began competing on 
international routes from 
Heathrow. Increased compe- 
tition has improved service on 
both short- and long-haul 
flights. Ft is hard to distinguish 
between the first class of 10 
years ago and the business 
class of today — except that the 
middle tier nowadays is often 
more luxurious than the top- 
flight of old. In recognition of 
this fact, increasingly many 
airlines are doing away with the 
concept, but a second dynamic 
is at work increasing comfort 
to a degree unparalleled since 
the flying boats. 

The American Express 
survey found three out of five 
travelling executives resent the 
lack of personal space on 
aircraft. Accordingly, British 
Airways is spending £500 
million on upgrading its 
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will be 


history. 


Ericssons advanced technology has made the 


GH 388 one of the smallest and 
lightest mobiles in the world. 


Even better news is that the 


GH 388 has up to 10 working 


days standby time (that’s up 


to 80 hours) or 4 hours 


35 minutes talktime. 


In fact, you’ll find the 


GH 388 is the most advanced 


mobile phone around. 


For more information on Ericsson 

mobile phones call 0171 814 5080. 
For details of Ericsson accessories 
call 01628 789 911. 
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average ioau 

response, All Nippon Airways 
is increasing seat pitch to a 
Sumo-sized 82 inches on its 
routes to Japan. 

The plane in front, of course. 

is still a Concorde. The super- 
sonic aircraft this year cele- 
brates 20 years of commercial 
service, but so far there is no 
certainty about when - or if - 
it will be replaced. The tech- 
nological focus has moved to 
teleco mmuni cations, but there 
is scant evidence that devel- 
opments such as teleconfer- 
encing are reducing the 
amount of business travel. A 
Carlson Wagonlit survey found 
more than SO per cent ot busi- 
ness travellers think it unlikely 
that new technology will influ- 
ence the number of trips they 
take. 

Even so. Hogg Robinson is 
taking a broad view of its 
mission and has established 


teleconferencing links at ite 
offices in Farnborough ana 
Stockholm fbruse by dienisfqr. 
whom this is the best solution. 

to a particular problem. * 

Lookine to the future, Me 
could be more comfortable 
vet for both the traveller and 
the accountant In aviation.- 
ever more alliances will be 
formed between camera to 
create a more streamlined, 
service for connecting passen- 

^The giant business travel 

agencies will flex their buying 

biceps a little more, for 
example by block-booking 
space in premium cabins: If 
your agency’s clients, the logic 
goes, are occupying 30 per 
cent of the Club Warid seats on 
a particular BA flight to Singa- 
pore, then the airline should 
pass back some of the savings 
on distribution costs. The same 
theory can apply to hotels, car 
rental and rail travel in the 
endless battle against costs, 
costs, costs - or, more posi- 
tively, the search for value,?: 
value, value. 


New carriers 
offering better 
deals in US 


SUE WHEAT 


For years the aviation map of 
the United States has been 
coin/oriiiigJy familiar. The 
mega-carriers - American. 
Continental. Delta, Northwest 
and United - have dominated 
the market But today’s traveller 
to the US wflj discover that new 
airlines are challenging the 
established leaders. 

The advantages can be 
demonstrated using a key route 
such as New York to Chicago. 
Kiwi International (not a New 
Zealand airline despite its 
name), has established a pres- 
ence at Newark and has a busy 
route network in the eastern 
US. The lowest one-way flight 
from Newark to Chicago's 
Midway on Kiwi is $99, which 
is around $50 cheaper than 
other carriers on the route. 

Cost ia, of course, only one 
dement of the business travel 
equation. Many business trav- 
ellers prefer Newark airport to 
the less user-friendly JFK, 
though La Guard ia remains 
first choice for those in mid town 
Manhattan. Chicago's Midway 
airport is dwarfed by O'Hare - 
the world’s busiest - but is 
much closer to the downtown 
Loop, to which it is now linked 
by rapid transit. So a low-cost 
carrier can save stress, too. 

The established airlines are 
hitting back with low fares. 
Some are being marketed as 
“peanut" fares - because that's 
what you gel for food, and that’s 
what you pay". In the past year 
some fares have been cut to 
ludicrous levels, such as Atlanta 
to Orlando for $45 or Los 
Angeles to Las Vegas for $25. 

Small niche operators have 


considerable cost advantages, 
but one of these is often the' 
absence of an international 
marketing effort; booking a 
flight on ValuJet, for example, 
from this side of the Atlantic is 
tricky. But America Wfcst, which 
specialises in the western US. 
including Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas, Phoenix, San Francisco, 
and San Jose, has an office here. 
It offers a four-coupon nation- 
wide pass for £215. Buying 
rickets in the UK has the advan- 
tage of avoiding the 10 per cent 
transportation lax on air tickets 
applicable in the US. 

Horizon Air, a subsidiaty of 
Alaska Airlines, offers the best 
mfles-per-buck deal with its 
standby airpass in the northwest 
US. But only the most impov- 
erished or optimistic business 
traveller would rely on this. 
Instead, most executives are 
looking to enhanced inflight 
service - more like the stan- 
dards we enjoy in Europe. 

Gear winner in Conae Nast 
Traveler’s annual airline survey 
is Midwest Express, a 
Milwaukee-based carrier little 
known outside the US but 
beloved by many business trav- 
ellers - and passengers on 
Virgin Atlantic who take advan- 
tage of the two carriers’ 
marketing tie-up. For no more 
than the usual fid] fares, passen- 
gers enjoy extravagant food 
and free Champagne. Catching 
a plane in America doesn’t 
have to be just like catching a 
bus. 

America West 01483 440490 ■. 
Horizon Air - airpass available 
at AirPass Sales, 01737555300 
Midwest Express 001 414 570 
7000 

Quest Worldwide 0181-546 6000 


Airlines cap 
agency fees 


SIMON CALDER 


British Airways is seeking to cut 
the commission paid to business 
travel agents, following the 
example of leading airlines in 
the US who unilaterally capped 
commission payments. 

Instead of a feed percentage, 
a maximum fee of, say, $25 or 
$50 is allowed- The airlines say 
this more adequately reflects 
the work done by the agent, but 
the bread and butter business 
for agents has changed radi- 
cally. The US division of 
Carlson Wagonlii, one of the 
leading international business 
agencies, last week reported 
that commission capping had 
dampened revenue growth 
significantly in 1995. 

Now BA is looking hard at 
its distribution costs, ie how 
much revenue it must surrender 
to Efl business seats. In jeopardy 
is not merely the agents’ 
comfortable 9 per cent they 
presently enjoy on air tickets, 
but the whole murky business 
of overrides. Put simply, if 
agents sell sufficient of certain 


high-value tickets on certain 
airlines, they earn commission 
above the normal rate. Some 
agents use this Lo help pay for 
non-revenue services, such as 
on-call assistance or visa facil- 
ities,- others split the bonus 
with the customer; and still 
more use the overrides to offer 
fares well below official rates. 

BA is using its considerable 
muscle to implement lower 
commission levels. One imme- 
diate consequence is likely to be 
that some revenue is diverted 
to other airlines, who offer 
better incentives to agents. 

In the meantime travellers 
could be steered towards some 
unusual carriers. If the clerk at 
your agency commends a busi- 
:on 


r agency commends a bu 
ness-class trip to New York u. 
Icelandair via Reykjavik, it is 
probably because the fare of 
around £1,300 return represents 
excellent value. But the recom- 


— — — — — — ' ivwur 

mendation might also possibly 
be influenced by the fact that 


he or she stands to make £100 
in Marks & Spencer vouchers 
for every such booking made 
this month or next. 
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A SPECIAL REPORT 


BUSINESS TRAVEL 


SIMON CALDER 


Trans-Europe special on the up line 


The E uros tarjaumey through 
the Channel Tunnel from 
London to Brussels points up 
the muddle and inconsistencies 
of European rail travel. You 
start by clanking through the 
south London suburbs, your 
gleaming express slotted in 
among commuter trains on 
lines bulh 150 years ago. It takes 
an hour to reach the new 
Ashford International station. 
Beyond here, the train changes 
its electricity supply system 
and begin to accelerate through 
the tunnel, reaching f!atoi$ j n 
under 40 minutes. There 
follows a blissful but all-ioo- 
brief interlude through France 
when the train can travel at its 
186mph maximum. Then it 
slows and adapts to a third elec- 
trical system, pottering through 


Belgium before arriving in 
Brussels. The dty centre-to-city 
centre journey takes around 
three hours IS minutes. 

The route to the Belgian 
capital has not been as 
successful as the Piiris run, a 
greater distance but a faster 
ride. Yet Eurostar has stiU 
carved a considerable slice out 
of the airlines’ revenues 
between London and Brus- 
sels. When the new high-speed 
line through Belgium opens, 
the journey lime will be cut and 
the give the train a distinct edge 
overflying. 

One big problem afflicting 
the railways has always been the 
same: compatibility of cross- 
border services. Spain and 
France, for example - two of 
the larger EU nations, sharing 
a long common border - still 
employ different gauges. And 


while some nations (France, 
again, and Germany! have 
invested heavily in high-speed 
domestic rail travel, the busi- 
ness traveller would be forgiven 
for perceiving a lack of enthu- 
siasm for a truly trans-Euro- 
pean railway network. 

From June this year, he or 
she should start to notice a 
difference. Thalys, the high- 
speed link between Paris, Brus- 
sels, Amsterdam and Cologne 
is due to open, with Lille as a 
high-speed crossroads. Its hand- 
some Lille Europe station will 
connect France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany — and 
Britain via the Channel Tunnel, 
but slowly. The high-speed link 
so badly needed between 
Ashford and London is not due 
to open for another six years. 
Meanwhile British travellers 
from outside the capita] should 


at last start to notice some 
improvement when direct trains 
begin from leading dries direct 
to Paris later this year. 

Lille will become still more 
important to French-bound 
business travellers as extra 
services are added to destina- 
tions throughout France. 

Elsewhere in Europe, trav- 
ellers will see benefits from the 
Great Belt project in Denmark, 
on ambitious bridge/tunnel 
scheme aimed at speeding trav- 
ellers by eliminating ferry trans- 
fers between Copenhagen and 
Jutland. In Italy, Pendolino 
trains on the trunk route 
between Milan and Rome are 
doing roughly what Britain's 
now-defunct Advanced 
Passenger Ttain intended to do 
- run at high speed on existing 
track. 

Germany's high-speed spine 


from Hamburg to Munich is 
well under way, and some of die 
creakier old links to Berlin arc 
being enhanced in advance of 
the city regaining its status as 
capital. But the ultimate way to 
travel through Germany - and 
as far as Vienna and Zurich - 
is aboard the City Night Line, 
which aims to provide live-star 
overnight accommodation to 
executives while speeding 
through Germany. Already 
some say they can discern a 
drop in the number of BMWs 
ana Mercedes roaring across 
the country. 

As the’ London -Brussels 
experience shows, there is still 
some way to go before rail is the 
natural choice of the business 
traveller in Europe. A trans- 
Alpine journey I made earlier 
this month summed up the 
problems. My international 


ticket required a supplement 
for the Italian, but not the 
Swiss part of the journey. After 
queuing for 10 minutes, 1 
discovered that this could not 
be paid by credit card, and had 
to line up at the bureau de 
change to procure some more 
Swiss francs before rcac- 
quainting myself with the orig- 
inal queue. The Basel- 
to- Bologna express left 45 
minutes late from the dismally 
comfortless Swiss station, and 
devoured an entire working day 
in its eight-hour haul across the 
Alps and northern Hah’. But the 
trip also demonstrated some of 
the benefits compared with 
flying. Hie extra space was 
welcome, the catering splendid 
and the views superb. And the 
cost (including that irritating 
supplement) was just a quarter 
of the equivalent air fare. 


Indian air carriers raise standards 


SIMON CALDER 


In other places, the concept 
^pould not seem odd. You 
Contact the airline or a travel 
agent and book a flight- At the 
airport, you board a modern, 
well -maintained aircraft. It 
departs on schedule, and you 
enjoy a pleasant meal and a 
drink en route. Upon arrival, 
you are promptly re-united 
with your luggage. Yet for long- 
suffering business travellers in 
India, tics sort of thing is a reve- 
lation. 

For decades, the state-owned 

domestic earner Indian Airlin es 
enjoyed a monopoly on flights 
within the country. Tales of 
overbooking and arbitrary 
cancellation were legion. More 
worryingly, questions were 
raised about maintenance stan- 
dards after the loss of an Indian 
Airlines Airbus A3 20. During 
an industrial dispute the 
company deployed aircraft and 
crews from the Soviet Union, 
which did little to dispel 
concern over safety. 

Eventually, evidence from 
abroad about the benefits of 
competition in aviation was 
taken onboard and, slowly, the 
airways over India were liber- 
alised. A number of new 
carriers are now competing 
with Indian Airlines, and each 
other, on domestic rentes. The 
potential rewards are consid- 
erable: besides a pool of frus- 
trated business travellers, there 



Not just toy trains: Indian Railways stffl provide a viable mode of transport for business travellers Photograph: Simon Calder 


are 


-e approximately 60 million 
middle-class Indians 


(even 


using John Prescott’s definition 
of class). 

The improvements have 
been rapid. One of the first 
newcomers on the scene was 
Modiluft. The “luff in the 
title is a reference to the 
German national airline 
Lufthansa, which maintains 
the carrier's Boeing 737s- and 
lends elements of its corporate 
identity. Initially Modiluft was 


obliged to market its services 
as a curious charter/scheduled 
hybrid, but now rules have 
been relaxed. 

Modiluft is competing for 
custom with Jet Airways, which 
has built up an extensive 
network using the ubiquitous 
737. 1 found standards on a two- 
hour flight from the Himalayan 
foothills to Delhi to be grati- 
fyingly in line with those on 


intra-European services. The 
meal was excellent, though 
people who enjoy an alcoholic 
drink might blanche at the 
insipid squash which accom- 
panied the food. The view 
from the window seat at 30,000 
feel, watching Everest and its 
partners march past at eye 
level, was unparalleled. 

To see how Indian Airlines 
is responding to the competi- 


tion. 1 flew on the national 
carrier from Agra to Varanasi. 
There was no evidence of over- 
booking, and inflight service 
was perfectly adequate. The 
flight was an hour behind 
schedule for no immediately 
apparent reason, but compared 
with some of the delay horror 
stories which have achieved 
near-legendary status among 
travellers in the sub-continent 


this hardly counts. Improve- 
ments in the air, however, are 
making the poor facilities on 
the ground even more painfully 
apparent. I have yet to find an 
Indian airport to' which some 
or all of the words chaotic, 
uncomfortable and less- th an- 
dean apply. Many Indian 
airports are part of military 
installations, and so the provi- 
sion of facilities for business 
travellers does not rate highly. 

Indian Railways, the tradi- 
tional means of getting around 
the world's second most-popu- 
lous country, should not be 
overlooked by the business 
traveller. Hardier expatriates 
have been covering the country 
for years in the (relative) 
comfort of U 2AC" - second 
class, air-conditioned carriages 
that make perfect sense for 
short or overnight journeys 
such as Jaipur to Delhi, or 
Varanasi to Calcutta. The 
computerised booking system, 
covering main lines across the 
whole country, works pretty 
welL 

However you reach your 
destination, these days you can 
be confident will be an interna- 
tional-standard hotel awaiting 
you. Both domestic ana 
international chains are well 
established in business cities. 
The main shock, particularly in 
Bombay - recently renamed 
Mumbai - is the price of a room 
and additional facilities. India 
is now in line with much of the 
rest of the world in terms of the 
price of business travel. 


Hotels upgrade 
to technological 

innovations 


SUE WHEAT 


These are changing times. And 
hotels arc c han ging with them. 
The business traveller's tech- 
nological needs as well as then- 
demands for everything from 
health spa facilities to envi- 
ronmentally thoughtful poli- 
cies are now being catered for. 

Environmental policies are 
rarely top of the business trav- 
eller's ‘■must-have" list, but 
many hotels are nevertheless 
realising that waste, water and 
energy management helps them 
cut costs, and appeals to their 
increasingly environmen tally- 
aware clientele who often see 
such policies being imple- 
mented in Europe and the US. 
The International Hotels Envi- 
ronment Initiative has gone a 
long way to improving the envi- 
ronmental performance of 
many resource-hungry hotels. 

However getting good busi- 
ness support services is of 
course paramount for any busi- 
ness traveller. Gone are the 
days when messages gel stuck 
in pigeon holes in reception, 
now voice-mail in your room 
often provides you with your 
awn personal answerphone. 
Some hotels will give you busi- 
ness cards with your room's 
direct line printed on them, and 
a hotel that addresses the 
needs of the most sophisticated 
business traveller will be 
looking at installing technology 
for video telephones and ISDN 
communications. As ever the 
US is leading the way with such 
state-of-the-art services, but 
Britain is trotting eagerly 
behind. 

Finding sophisticated 
services is fine, even in the UK 
- as long as your expenses 
stretch that far. Some hotels, 
like the recently refurbished 
Berner's Hotel in London, 
dedicate a whole “Club Floor" 
to the business traveller (£195 
single, £200 double). 

“Wfe wanted to put a five-star 
product in a four star hotel so 
converted the fifth floor for our 
business customers, with a sepa- 
rate check-in facility, fitness 
centre and Club Lounge,” 
explains Director of Sales, 
Leslie Hall. 

In the Club Lounge compli- 
mentary soft drinks are served 
all day, a business centre is 
available with access to a photo- 
copier, fax, secretarial service, 


computers and complimentary 
use of a boardroom. There is 
also 24 hour room service for 
anyone who is up all night 
sweating over sales figures, and 
a nightly networking opportu- 
nity where guests can meet 
each other from 530 to 7pm 
aver a glass of champagne in the 
Club Lounge. 

Similarly, it is no problem to 
find luxury hotels with excellent 
fitness and health spa facilities. 
Go to New York, Beijing, 
Manila. Beverley HlDs or Hong 
Kong and you can luxuriate in 
the Peninsula Hotels' luxury 
spas, and enjoy an “executive 
relaxation day" for a mere 
S2S5-60. Closer to home and at 
the budget end of business 
travel, even the Rule freephone 
number (0800 404040) could 
tell me that the Post House in 
Swindon has its own leisure 
club, indoor pool, sauna, gym, 
en-suite facilities, hair dryer, 
tea. coffee, and remote control 
TV. 

But for the budget business 
traveller who actually wants to 
do some work, searching for a 
room with a phone that reaches 
the desk can be a difficult task, 
let alone finding one with a 
socket to plug your modem 
into. Unfortunately the Forte 
freephone number couldn't tell 
me if rooms at the Post House, 
Swindon had phones, let alone 
a modem socket. 

Mike Gates of Hogg 
Robinson BTT insists the best 
way to find accommodation 
that suits your needs is through 
a good business travel agenL 
“We keep a database of clients 
so that every time we research 
a booking for you we auto- 
matically know what facilities 
you need when you are away," 
he explains. 

Facilities for the budget- 
conscious business traveller 
also are slowly improving. 
Holiday Inn is introducing an 
Express Brand room which will 
offer business facilities with 
accommodation at around £40 
per night, and are increasingly 
taking bookings over the 
internet. 

So if you’re on the road and 
you want; to book a room, just 
click-on to the virtual reality 
reception area and check out 
the facilities for yourself - 
health, business or otherwise. 
That is, if you can find anywhere 
to plug in your modem. 


OTHER AIRLINES MAY 
ALSO CONNECT YOU TO 
125 U.S. CITIES 



BUT ONLY 

ONE COLLECTS YOU 


» « 3 I « * * * , 




tj\ at; Fly Continental Airlines BustnessFirsr 
via New York or Houston and die First Class treatment 
starts at your door with a chauffeur driven or .to London 

Gatwick. Manchester, and other principal U.fC airports." Ir 

continues on board with a First Class sleeper -seat in First Class space with First Class service. 
And the First Class treatment goes bn and. on to over 125 U.S. cities, where a limousine will meet 

you - proving dm we have the beat- collections. As well- 1 " 

L the best connections. All foe a Business Class fine. tinemai 

See your travel agent or call Continental on 0800 747800. • All'll 116 S 
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TRAVELLERS -f 


Now you’ve got the 


1 1 1 1 j r* i c mi n o in. . . 

uj 1 1 u l uj u k •_ u in your hands 


Introducing OAG FlightDisk- 

the comprehensive worldwide flight schedule and 
travel guide for PCs and Networks. 


Finally, there's a fast, efficient way for international 
business travellers to plan travel itineraries in minutes. 


NEW OAG FligbtDisk for PCs and Networks gives 
you international airline schedules on disk or CD-ROM. 
So you have insrant access ro derails on well over 
half a million flight schedules worldwide, and it's 
updated monthly. 


You also get contact details of hotels, car hire and 
ground transportation, 
frequent flyer programmes 
and viral information on 
visas, inoculations and local 
cusroms. It’s all the up-to- 
the-minute information you 
need for efficient business 
travel planning. 



I* 


FREE 

demo FlighiDtsk 




fraveiinfomiatipvt4f your fingertips 

• ' ^aruriO/A^rhare d^thhe, 

or prefMrrtdajrfine 

* Vftnlr aS direct itn^enaBedmg fights; 1 -- ■ y • ' ■ 
s TRftiftpiJe hotel and air reservation jnnafeers 
■P .^Ut>di^''A^jadktaaSkieM r ri ntironeat&ior ■over i y - 


Order your FREE demo Fl^MDisk today 


PRIORITY HOTLINE 

U0990 447788 

FAX: 01789 416558 

E-MAIL: OAG.Corporate€ 1 rtgair.co.uk 
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sport 


Sobanska 


relishes the 


dog days 


Mike Rowbottom on the Pole defending 
her title in Sunday’s London Marathon 


It has been quite a year for Mal- 
gorzata Sobanska. And, come 
to think of it, for her dog. 

The Pole who made her 
name with last year's unex- 
pected London Marathon vic- 
tory has since finished fourth in 
the World Championships, and 
as she prepares to defend her 
title on Sunday her faithful 
hound an d sometime training 
partner Figa is not far from her 
thoughts. 

If there were a marathon for 
dogs, Figa would surely have an 
outstanding chance of honours. 
Last week, for example, his 
mistress estimates he ran 70 
kilometres alongside her in her 
home town of Poznan - all the 
more remarkable given the fact 
that Figa is a dachsund. But 
then Figa translates into Eng- 
lish as fig - and we all know 
what they can do for you. 

Sobanska 's own performance 
last April was pretty remarkable 
as she outsprinted Portugal’s 
Manuela Machado - who went 
on to win the world title - and 
finished just 10 seconds clear in 
what was the closest finish in the 
race’s 16-year history. 

Sobanska, who will turn 27 
five days after Sunday's event, 
was far from being one of the 
favourites in London last year. 
Having started marathon run- 
ning in 1991, two third places in 
Berlin in 1993 and 1994 had es- 
tablished her as a respectable 
competitor, but her fortitude in 
the final run-in down the Mall 
took everyone by surprise. 

“I was not expected to win in 
London by any of the media, or 
my friends, or even my family,’' 
she said. “There were a few 
press conferences organised 
for me when I got back home. 

“At the moment in Poland it 
is very difficult finding spon- 
sorship," she said through an in- 
terpreter. “Interest is geared 
towards football and motor 
sports rather than the 
marathon." 

But political changes in her 
home country have meant that, 
unlike previous years, athletes 
now need to pay no more than 


a nominal fee to their home fed- 
eration - in her case, a token 
$200 (£130) a year. 

That has allowed her to use 
her winning bonus of £55,000 
(£36,000) from 1995 to build a 
house for herself and her new 
husband; and, who knows, per- 
haps a new kennel for Figa. 


She had another good pay- 
day in Tokyo last October, 
where she finished the 
marathon in sixth position, one 
place ahead of the runner she 
identifies as her main rival this 
Sunday, Liz McColgan. 

The Scotswoman appears to 
be in far better form than last 
year, when she finished fifth be- 
hind Sobanska in London, but 
the Pole is drawing confidence 
from recent road races in Flori- 
da and Albuquerque, where 
she has broken her personal 
bests for five and 10 kilometres. 

Sobanska's fine, dark features 
grow gloomy at the recall of the 
World Championship race, 
which was subsequently dis- 
covered to have been 400 me- 
tres short. As the fastest 
finisher, she believes she would 
have had a modal had the full 
distance been run. 

No such hiccups are likely to 
occur in London, however. And 
given ideal conditions, Sobans- 
ka believes she is capable of low- 
ering her best of 2hr 27mm 43sec 
to something closer to 2:25. 

That would take McColgan 
into new territory if she were to 
maintain a challenge and give the 
event another finis h to relish. 
However it turns out, Sobanska's 
parents will not be in London to 
witness the struggle. 

“They don’t like to watch me 
running and suffering." Soban- 
ska said. “My mother particu- 
larly worries about me because 
I am the youngest in the fami- 
ly. It is probably best that they 
are not to be here." But it is 

f ood that she is. 

| The 6ft 2in Welshman Iwan 
Thomas, who is aiming fora re- 
lay place at the Olympics, went 
fourth in the all-time United 
Kingdom 400m rankings with a 
44 .66sec victory in Johannesburg. 




Sutcliffe and , 
Ridley rattle 

Leicestershire 



Al 




Cricket 

HENRY BLDFELD 


reports from The Parks 
Leicestershire 299-4 dec & 
145-3 dec „ „ _ 

Oxford University 207-6 dec & 
212-7 

Match drawn 


Come in No 11: David Thomas, of Hampshire's 2nd XL foiled by England Under-19 at Southampton Photograph: Peter Jay 


Some brilliant strokeplay by 
Iain Sutcliffe and Andrew 
Ridley, who put on 142 in 30 
overs for the second wicket, 
took Oxford close to a remark- 
able victory over Leicester- 
shire. After being left to score 

23S in 90 minutes plus 20 overe, 

the university were SO for I 
when the last 20 overs began. 

It looked a dull draw, but in 
the first over of the last 20, 
Ridley straight-drove Adrian 
Pierson’s first ball over the 
sightscreen for six and Sutcliffe 
swept the third for another, and 
the final assault had begun. 

Rons came at a hectic pace 
and for a long time Leicester- 
shire had five men back on the 
boundary but were still unable 
to check the flow of runs. 

Oxford needed 92 from 11 
overs when Sutcliffe cut Gordon 
Parsons and Pierson held an ex- 


sixes. When he skied Maddyto 
backward point Oxford s hero- 
ic challenge had ended.. 

But it bad been a wonderful 
day for university cricket, set up 
bv a good declaration from 
jlmes Whitaker, Leicester- 
shire’s new captain. In traarsec- 
ond innings, the county s main 
batsmen all played some nice 
strokes, which will have done 
their confidence good. 

The day had begun with 
Khan, who was 56 not out, 
continuing to play wrae gton- 
ous strokes. He faced 123 balls 
and hit JZ fours and one arm 
his 94. He was released by- 
Essex last year and in this form 
will surely make them have 
embarrassing second thoughts. 

(LeleeseBatm wwi toss. Bn* any * fbmut 
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Lord’s prepared for a Botham victory 


cedent tumbling catch deep m 
thf* rally. Girl Khan who had 


Lord’s are ready to welcome Ian 
Botham if he wins the election 
to become an England selector. 

Botham’s nomination by 
Derbyshire earlier this month 
seemed to have provoked wor- 
ries in the corridors of power, 
with counties immediately be- 
ing reminded about a possible 
clash of interests because of the 


ex-captain's extensive media 
involvement. 

But now, as the former all- 
rounder's campaign apparently 
gathers momentum in the run- 
up to tonight's voting deadline. 
Lord's officials insist they have 
“no problem" with any of the 
eight candidates to join Ray 
Illingworth’s selection panel. 


Tm perfectly happy with all 
of them,” the Tfcst and County 
Cricket Board chief executive, 
Alan Smith, said. “All eight are 
very good people and I don’t 
find rt unhealthy to have that 
many candidates. It has creat- 
ed a lot of public interest, which 
is good." 

Smith will count the votes to- 


morrow morning and an- 
nounce the result around 
lunchtime. Apart from the 40- 
year-old Botham, the other 
seven candidates are the for- 
mer England captain Graham 
Gooch, Kim Barnett, Brian 
Bolus, John Edrich, David 
Graven ey, Geoff Miller and 
Chris Cowdrey. 


the gully. Gul Khan who had 
failed earlier in the day by six 
runs to make a century in his 
first innings for Oxford, came 
half forward to drive Darren 
Maddy and was lbw - this was 
Maddy's first first-class wicket. 

Mark Wagb played two or 
three good strokes before being 
run out while Ridley went on in 
fine style, playing shots all round 
the wicket. He swung Parsons 
square for six and reached his 
first first-class hundred in 101 
b alls, with eight fours and four 


^OXFORD UWYEHSnY- FJ«*» 

133 for 4j 

G Khan c Noon 0 M«ns Jr 

H S MaHi c Naan to Wins 

MED Janett ws, out 

Total (Tor 6 daa. B7 ownra) 207 

FoU oontimiml: 5-176, 6-187. 

DM not bat R Thomson. D P Matw. S P CfcPieec. 
BMAe MWns 18-6-59-2: *4iita*y U-2-53-1: 
P»sor?13-3-37-l: PWtwn 13-2-33-1; wete 
4 - 0 - 9-1; MaWv 2 - 1 - 1 -Os Uacmdiafl 2 - 1 - 1 - 0 . 

Uj U fcSf B H 3HlRE- Second tanhtgx 

-J 1 wmtaher 6 Matt — J' 

G I MaenBan c hire 0 B Mjmer -J/ 

VjWWscRWJeyBMa* 33 

D L Rtedfly not out 33 

G; Parsons not out 

Extras tell . 

Total (for 3 doc. 33 oworsj 145 

FMh 1-38. 2-84. 3-106. 

Wd not bat A D MuHaDy, B F Smrth, fPANmn. 
C C Jtany. ARK Pierson, D i warns. _ 

Bowing Maher 11- 1-56-1: DuPreer 5-0-204: 
fcSkUO-48-2; WB01 4-0-18-0: Khsn 1-0- 5-0. 
OXFORD UMVERStrr- Saeond Inotaa* 

-C M Gutne c Pnwon b Milns — -3 

l J Siflcuite c Pierson b Parsons -65 

A cnoteyc Pierson bMBdoy 

0 Knan IlM b Ma«!, 

U Magi run out 13 

H s Matt not out -11 

M ED Janutl run out. — — O 

j N Bany run out J 

R Thomson IW out -O 

Extras PRll. nbSj -18 

Total ffbr 7, 444 own] 212 

Fall: 18. 2-152. 3-15T, 4-177. 5-202. 6-210. 
7-212. 

DM not bat D P Warner. S P OuPiwz. 


BoMtmC: MuOafly 9.4-2-31-0: MUns 6 -l-Zl-U 
Parsons 10 - 2 -43-1; Pwreon 9-0-58-0. Wefls 


Parsons 10-2-43-1; Pwreon 9-0-5frO; W 
2-0-200: Maddy 5-0-28-2. 

Umpires: A G T Wtrtetwad and N G Camay. 


NEWMARKET 


2 . 00 : LSHERPAS (Pat Eddery) 7-2fev, 
2. Saanrn 9-2; B. V M odlctOt y 9-1. 10 ran. 
hd. 1. (H Cecil. Newmartwt). Tote: £3.30; 
£1.50. £450, £3-20. Dual Forecast £0.80. 
Computer strcugnt Forecast: £17.43. Trto: 
£8.70. Non FSjTner Pe&aflo. 

235: L ELSALEET ( l Dean nj 7-2; Z 
Watch Mo 15-2: 3. Oman 3-1 fev. 11 ran. 
hd, 5. U Gosden. Newmarket). Tote: £5.10: 
£230. £280, £260. DF: £35.10. CSF: 
£30.50 Tux £16.00. tnttsab ( 6 -li withdrawn 
not under ontera. Ride 4 apphes m board pnees 
only, deduct lOp Hi pound. 

3.05: i. PASSION FDR LIFE (Pat Eddery] 
ll-l lav; 2 . Manud 15-2; 3. Stmgglor 11 - 
2- 13 ran. IV*. 2. (G Lewis, Epsom). Totes 
£350: £1.70. £1.90. £230. DF: £13.40. 
CSF: £2221. Tno: £43.10. 

3^40: 1-THR1LUNG DAY (D Hamajn) 20- 
1; Z Bint SafasaM 7-2 Jt far, 3. Honest 


Boost 16-1 11 ran. 7-2 Jtfav Maid For The 
HUs(5th|. sh hd.2V:. (N Graham. Newmar. 
hBU. Tote: £26.50: £&20, £170, £3.40. 
Dual Forecast: £4430. Computer Straight 
Forecast: £8173. Tno: £22830. 


Jackpot: not wn (pool of £8,125.78 canted 
forward to Newmarket kxty). 

Ptacapob £53.40. QtadpoC: £2930. 
Place 6 : £5837. Ptaco 5c £3534. 


4JB: 1 SAIWAII11N0 pot Eddery) awns 
far. Z Unchanged 7-2; 3- Thal/anati 6 1 . 
4 ran. 2%, 6 . (B HHs, tamboum). Tola: 
£140. Dual Forecast: £180. Computer 
Strait Forecast £434. 

4.46: 1 SKT DOME (Pftobtnson) 14-1 
2. WMvWo 11-2; 3. WMte Plains 7-1 13 
ran. 9-2 Jt fere Waypoint (4th) A Suaflach. 
hd, 2. (M Tompiens, NewmarkeU- Tata: 
£16.40; £3.00, £230. £250. DF: £88.10. 
CSF: £83.57. Trtcast £546. 6 a TitK £208.70. 
NR; Apache Len. 


FOLKESTONE 


530: lDOVALY(P 8 t Eddery) 8-12. So- 
chosvuns far, 3- Ganeroa u a 14-1 18 ran. 
Ur. Vs. (H Cedi. Newmarket). Tata: £8.40; 
£240. £140, £260. DF: £6.30. CSF: 
£16.44. Tno: £15.00. 


120 : 1 AERLEON JANE (A McGkVte) 7- 
4 fait 2 Poetry 10-1 2 Proud Look 9-4. 
12 ran. nk. 4. fl Gosden. NavmwrKao. iota: 
£230; £110. £250. £130. DF: £1830. 
CSF: £19.68. Tno: £&4a NR: Sarasota Ryde. 

ISO: 1 DSPLY VALE (A Lakaman) U- 
2 2 Sc taao r mdga 15-2 2 Maaareflo 14- 
1 4. Pointer 33-1 16 ran- 5-1 Tav 
G^geswtck Gbl C5th). 2 W. hd. (G L Moore. 
Epsom). Tote: £7.40: £170. £170, £330. 
£1030. DF: £15.70. CSF: £44.06. Tncasc 
£509.62. Tna £26230. 

220:1 LADY CAROLINE IAMB TTQumn) 
8-13 far, 2 Prhno Lad 6-1 S. Last Bat Not 
Least U-4. 5 ran. 2 Vs(M Chaimon). Tata: 
£130; £110, £180. DF: £33aCSF: £430. 


255: 2 TUT PRINCESS IK CQrley) 16-1: 
2 Hattaafah 20-1 X StaOed 4-1 fa«. i£ 
ran. -y*. 5. tC Bnttan, Newmarket)- Tote: 
£2130; £4.70, £630. £140, £5.10. DF: 
£99.50. CSF: £268.95. Trtcast: £1395-71 
Tno: £31930. 

325: 1 FfHBOUr BRAVE (A Whelan) 11 
4; 2 MotjMb 5-1 2 Petraoo 2-1 (av 7 
ran. Vi. nk. (Mbs Gay Keleway. Newmarketi. 
Tote: £4 JO; £190. £270. DR £1030. CSF: 
£15.68. NFbAQaz. 

4,00: 1 SHARAP (K Dariey) 15-8 tav: 2 
Northern Fleet 5-2 3. Honxstl 11-2. 14 ran. 
6 . IV*- (J Dunlap. Arundel). Totac £260; 
£140, £170, £180. DF: £230. CSF: 
£7.15. Tna* £430. Nan Runner Aim For Star 
dom. 

435: 1 SANDABAR »K Bradshaw) 5-1; Z 
Consort 5-2 2 CW*» CMaf2-l Ut. 12 ran. 
V*. nk. (M Stouts. NemmailietJ.Tloto: £430: 
£240. £170. £11U DF: £10.10. CSF: 
E3&AB. Tno: £29.50. 


520: 1 SCOTTISH BAMBI (Mr P Scon) 
5-1 2 KingcHp Bay 9-1 2 Manabnr 12- 
1 14 ran. 7-2 f » Zanid. 4, IV:. (P Webber. 
Bathury). Take: £830; £220. £170. £200. 
DP. £10630. CSF: £5031 TrtcasC £485.22 
Tno: £34430. NFt Pennine Wind. 
Plaoapot: £574.0. Quadpot: £21 70. 
Place 8 : £45.03. Place 5: £34.70. 


HEXHAM 

240: 1 ROYAL EXPRESSION (P Nwen] 
erere far. Z Rattaa 11-4; 3. Ela Mata 16- 
1. 11 ran. 6 , 2v>- (Mrs M Reueieyt. Tote: 
£190; £140. £180. £7.00. DR £240. CSF: 
£4.21 Tno: £10.60. 

2.45: 1 HAM NTGGS (R Gamtty) 15-8 
tav; 2 W 0 dnnd Way 6-1 3. Alertly 50-1 
20 ran. 2v.-, 11 (M Hammond). Toto: £260; 
ft 50. £180, £1720. DF: £530. CSF: 
£14.79. NR: Baher. Tno: £190.10. 

345: 1 EARLYMORNBIG UGHT (AD00- 
Dru evens far. Z EatabBsh 14-1 3. Notable 


F xirer H q e 4-1 11 ran. ZVU 4. IG Rxdiards). 
Tote: £160; £110. £160. £160. DF: 
£14.20. CSF: £1432 Trto: £77.40. 

330: 1 NEW TUBE (L O’Hara) 5-2 fee 
2 . KnOnean 33-1 3. Bremerton Bella 20- 
1 lO ran. 17, 16. U Bnkatt). Tote: £280; 
£200. £26.30. £3.00. DF: £407.40. CSF: 
£6426. Tno: £13&70. 

445: 1 WESfWSl BOY (A Oahttnl 6 - 
1 ; Z Foxgrave 8-1 3. Waterloo Andy 12- 
18m. U-B lay RuaHnit (4th). 13. 16. (P 
Beaumont). Tote: £630; £160. £240. 
£2.10. DF: £18.90. CSF: £47.48. Tncasc 
£508.95. 

5.00:1 RASCALLY (A Thommi 11-2:2- 
Chwtty Crusader 3-1 lav: 3. MMor Trick 
11-2 10 ran. Vt, 13. (Mss LSrddafl). Tote 
£430; £200. £143. £160. DF: £7.40. CSF: 
£2120. Trtcast £87.17. Tno: £10.60. After 
a stewards' Inquiry, the result stood. 
PlaoepoC £55.40. QaarkwC £1930. 
Place 6 : £50.12 Place 5; £39.67. 


Cottage holidays with 



^INDEPENDENT 



E scape to the countryside for a 
Spring break with The Inde- 
pendent and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday Cottage Holiday 
offer. We’ve teamed up with Blakes 
Country Cottages to offer readers the 
opportunity to sample Blakes great 
family holidays in a selection of 
hand-picked properties for just £5 per 
person per night 

Blakes Country Cottages are one of 
the largest and most experienced cot- 
tage holiday companies in Britain, 
with a range of almost 2000 proper- 
ties to choose from in the most pop- 
ular parts of Britain. 

This exclusive offer applies to 200 
properties in 18 selected holiday 
sites, with accommodation ranging 
from a converted stable block, to the 
wing of a country house, to cosy 
woodland lodges. There is always 
plenty to enjoy, from peaceful walks 
in the country to riding and games 
rooms for the children. Simply ask 
for details when you call Blakes to 
book. 

The offer allows you to stay for £5 per 
person per night and you must stay 
for a minimum of seven nights. Hol- 
idays can be taken between 20 April 
- 24 May 1996. Accommodation is 
suitable for parties of two to twelve. 
Accommodation must be booked at 
maximum occupancy, for example a 
party of four cannot occupy accom- 
modation which sleeps seven. 





Pictured are Sunset Cottages in Gilling East, 
North York Moors. Sunset cottages derive 
their name from the glorious sunsets which 
can be enjoyed from such an elevated posi- 
tion commanding views across the fields to- 
wards the hills. They lie in the centre of the 
Howardian Hills, which are bounded by the 
North York Moors National Park and the 
spectacular Derwent Valley. Converted from 
a former granary and cart shed, the cottages 
still retain much of their old world character. 
The owners take great care and pride in the 
presentation of their property and the com- 
fort of their guests, who are encouraged to 
enjoy the extensive farmhouse garden. 
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HOW TO OUAUFY 

Simply collect four differently num- 
bered tokens from the seven we will 
be priming until Saturday 20 April. 
Today we are printing Token 4. 



TERMS & CONDITIONS 

1 The Cottage Holiday offer is subject to avail- 
ability. 

2 Over 200 uoits of accommodation are avail- 
able per holiday week. 

3 Units must be booked at maximum occupan- 
(y, e.g. a party of four cannot occupy a unit which 
sleeps seven. 

4 Holiday must start and finish between 20 April 
and 24 May 1996. 

5 Blakes Countiy Cottages, the name of which 
is used under licence from Blakes Holidays LttL 
is a trading division of Holiday Cottages Group 
Ltd. 


4 Normal terms and conditions of booking ap- 
ply. These are published in Blakes Country Cot- 
tages brochures and are available upon request. 
7 Prices exclude optional insurance and pel 
charges (where applicable). 


HOW TO BOOK 

* Call Blakes Country Cottages ou 
01282 445221 for a brochure and 
reservations, quoting the 
“Independent £5 per night offer". 

• Give your advisor the following 


details: 

(a) Your preferred holiday area; 
North England, West Country, Scot- 
land or Wales. 

(b) The number of adults and chil- 
dren on holiday. 

(c) The holiday start and end dates. 


• You will then be offered a choice 
of suitable properties and will be giv- 
en details of the location, facilities and 
accommodation. 

• If you wish to confirm your book- 
ing you will be asked for foil payment 
by credit card or cheque. 


• You will be asked to send your to- 
kens with your cheque (made payable 
to Blakes Country Cottages) to: 
Blakes Country Cottages. Spring 
Mill, Earby, Nr Colne, Lancashire, 
BBS 6RN. 

If you are paying by credit card, your 


advisor will tell you where to send 
your tokens to. 

• Please note, you may book imme- 
diately before you have collected your 
four tokens, but you will require the 
tokens for final confirmation of your 
booking. 
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Hern to change 
Alhaarth’s aim 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Newmarket 

AJhaanh, it seems, will not be 
using his local saver travel pass 
after all this week for Newbury’s 
Grecnhara Stakes. The griddle- 
hot favourite for both the 2.000 
Guineas and the Derby will now 
see his home course only out of 
. the box window as he travels to 
contest Newmarket’s Craven 
Stakes tomorrow. 

Major Dick Hem, the colt’s 
trainer, has had the weather 
maps spread across the table at 
bis Lam bourn yard and the de- 
duction is that bad weather 
will visit NewbuTy on Friday. 

“The Major will talk to Willie 
[Carson] and Sheikh Harridan 
[AI MaktoumJ tonight but it 
sounds like it is more likely to 
be here than Newbury,” Angus 
Gold, the racing manager to Al- 
haarth's owner, said at Head- 
quarters yesterday. “He docs 
ft- not want loo hard a race on soft 
’ ground at this stage of the year. 

“Eveiyone is talking about 
him canying a penalty here, but 
other than Rio Duvida, the 
more proven horses are carry- 
ing a penalty as well anyway.” 

Connections have already 
collected the 2,000 Guineas 
with Nashwan, who went to the 
Classic without a race. Cir- 
cumstances have altered with 
the latest hero. “This is a dif- 
ferent type of horse from Nash- 
wan, who did everything very 


generously at home." Gold said. 
“This is a pretty idle horse who 
does just enough and that’s it 
As soon as he secs his wagon 
and he goes past his lead horse 
that’s it. He's working very well 
and the Major couldn’t be hap- 
pier with him but this is just to 
sharpen the horse up." 

Bint Salsabi! had her 1,000 
Guineas sharpener for the same 
team yesterday in the Nell 
Gwyn Slakes and just failed to 
hold the late burst of Thrilling 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Spree Cross 
(Cheltenham 4.35) 

NB; Smart Aiec 
(Newmarket 305) 

Day. The staying-bred filly ran 
the mirror image of the race ex- 
pected from her, leading all the 
way before capitulating in the 
final strides. Carson put this 
down to lack of fitness. John 
Dunlop, Bint SalsabQ’s trainer, 
did not. 

Sheikh Hamdan, who is some 
way behind Rolf Harris in tbc 
outwardly jolly table, said: “I 
thought a furlong out she would 
draw away but die jockey said 
she got fired. " 

This was the day’ for Thrilling 
Day, who had been whipped up 
to an early peak of perfection 
against fillies who had red rings 
surrounding future events in tbc 
diary. Neil Graham's runner 
may now go for the Coronation 


Stakes at Royal Ascot, where 
she will not find the opposition 
as lethargic. 

The Abemanl Stakes was 
captured by Passion For Life, 
who would probably flinch if you 
flashed an item of cutleiy in 
front of him. Geoff Lewis’s 
horse has had the more dam- 
aginp silverware of scalpels 
glinting in front of him twice al- 
ready in his short life, firstly to 
remove bone chips from his 
knees and then airy chance he 
had of being a father. 

The potential stud value of 
Sacho docs not appear as good 
as it was either. The second 
favourite for the Derby was 
beaten on his seasonal debut 
and is new 25-1 (from 14-1) with 
Ladbrokes for the Classic. He 
was the first of many idols who 
will fall this week. 

The spring of the Rat season 
is when potential Group hors- 
es emerge like ducklings swim- 
ming in a rip fide to keep up 
with their mother’s stern. Before 
the end of this month there will 
be others like Sacho paddling 
to slop being swept back over 
the weir. 

1*000 GUINEAS (Newmarket. 5 May) 
Leading ante-post odds: 

Coral: 11-10 Bosra Sham, 4-1 Blue 
Duster, 8-1 Ben SafaaW & Bint Shadayld, 
10-1 A Vbtre Sante. 

Ladbrokes: ll-B Bosra Sham, 7-2 Sue 
Duster. 8-1 Eton Shadaytd, 10-1 A Votre 
Sante. BintSalsaM. 

WMom HBfc 11-8 Bosra Sham, 7-2 Bhje 
Duster. 8-1 Bait Shadayid, 10-1 AVbtre 
Same, 12-1 Bint Salsabii. 

Results, page 26 







Thrilling Day parading at Newmarket prior to capturing the track’s top prize yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


NEWMARKET 

225: ROVING MINSTREL, a high- 
ly creditable IV* lengths secondtu 
Slone Ridge in the Lincoln Hand- 
icap at Doncaster- having won the 
race in 1995 - would he better suit- 
ed by a mite on softer ground but 
should be fitter than most of these. 
Monaassib and Tarawa will proba- 
bly be better for the race and it is 
worth noting that the bottom two - 
Cartel Rossdo and Ottaorhombus - 
must cany much more than their 
uue handicap weights. 


HYPERION’S 


3.05: FIRST ISLAND, who showed 
a good tum of foot to land the uon- 
caster Mile, can make his fitness 
co uhl Smart Alec has been work- 
ing well and looks the danger. 


3Mi DESERT BOY. who beat sub- 
sequent winner Leonine a short- 
bead in the prestigious Mooresiyk 
Convivial Maiden Slakes at York last 
August, was a heavily-hacked co- 
favourite for the Group Two Mill 
Reef Stakes at Newbury I be fol- 
lowing month but finished laOed-ofL 
Obviously something was amiss 
there and' it is may he worth giving 
this well-bred colt another chance. 
Harris Hill Stakes winner Ihmbte- 
weed Ridge looks weighted right up 
to his best while Cayman Kai and 
Lucky Lionel are not sure to stay. 


4.15: BEAUMONT, eight lengths 
second to Men talasanyihin at South- 
well in February, has a lively each- 
way chance on the form he showed 
on" his previous start when trounc- 
ing the same rival by eight lengths 
at Wolverhampton in January on 
only 5tt* better terms. He goes on this 
ground. The big danger may be the , 
ligh tty raced mmden Speed To Lead, 
who was a length second to the fair- 
ly useful Unarftaan at Yarmouth last 
July before finishing 5V? lengths 
third to Al Widyan and Beauchamp 
Jade at Leicester last October. 


*-*• 

sport 

Lionel 
flair can 
swing it 

GREG WOOD 

The biggest surprise on the 
first day of the Craven meeting 
was the sight of the queue at the 

ice-cream kiosk outnumbering 

that for the steaming seafood 
cuny by at feast 10 to one. But. 
while the Arctic winds are miss- 
ing this year, one tradition al 
least seems sure to be resumed. 

The Free Handicap threw up 
a Guineas winner 12 months 
ago - Harayir. who won the 
1,000. finish ed second to Diffi- 
dent - and even if today’s field 
does not contain a future Clas- 
sic winner or not, as three-year- 
old handicaps go it is an 
interesting contest, with sever- 
al Groupnclass horses spread 
across a nine-pound range. 

Tumbleweed Ridge took the 
Horns Hill Stakes last year, but 
it was a slowly-run race and 
probably unreliable form. There 
arc doubts too about Cayman 
Kai, who may not stay, and 
World Premier, who suffered 
badly from colic last season, and 
Lucky Lionel (next best 3.40), 
the mount of Frankie Dettori, 
is the one to back. A Royal As- 
cot winner last year, this track 
and trip should suit him. 

Two others to watch closely 
are Smart Alec (3.05), who re- 
turns after a long lay-off but has 
been working exceptionally 
well, and FAHS (nap 4.15), a in- 
triguing recruit to Reg Ake- 
hurst's team. Off today’s mark, 
Fahs would go close even with- 
out the Ake hurst magic. 


NEWMARKET 


\ 



HYPERION 

2j 00 Kerry Ring 4JL5 Beaumont 

235 Roving Minstrel 4.45 Dowry 

3jQ 5 FIRST ISLAND (nap) &20 Mubartifn 

340 Desert Boy 

GOING: Good 10 Firm. 

STALLS: Centre, except 4.15 far aide. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right-hand course with lm 21 straight. 

■ Course fa) SW of [own do AI 301 . Bus link hum NewnurfacL railway nation f served hj- Lon- 
don, Hn^a Quasi. ADMISSION: Club £14 { 1C UJ 25^car-ol* SKI; Grandstand A Puddock 
ill) (16 LoSS-yrar-okfcSii); Stwr»ngS3. CARPAMfc Members SI; remainder fh*. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: J Gonden — 50 winners from 330 runners 
gives a success rain of MJNbHida kmsio&Sl level sake of 5.70.49; H Cedi — 49 win- 
ners, 238 runners, 3} <W>.-43GJ2;R Hannon — 43 winmsx 505 nmnera, B.W5, -£201.25; 
B Hills — 31 winners, 253 runners, ] ii.3%, -S38.-16. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: PM Eddery — 97 winners, 443 rides, 21.3W, -57.00; L Det- 
tori — 87 winners. 4 1 1 rides, 1 4*4, J 123.78; W Swfnburn — 54 wtnnoa, 371 rides, 
I4.CW. -£28.44; W Carson — 49 winners, 445 rides, I IS, -£58.70. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Gothenburg (3.40) sent 200 miter fom M Johnstons Mid- 
(Detain stable in North Yorkshire- 

[Ortnl GEOFFREY BARLING MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £6,000 
3 to fanes 7f Penalty Value £4*SL5 

1 30- BALOUSIAR (USAJ (I74J (R M E TajtoO S Woods 8 11 JMadtl 

2 60 CO SUPER TAHGEJWe (13) (Cuojfer DeatxJKK) M Chamon 8 11 RUngnsl 

3 5- CHARLOTTE COflDM (177) lAEOpp0rie»r®)GWagg 8 U GM#w{T)ll 

4 CMJOESANCitoRlSFustefc} WO’GonranSll fina O-Baman 17 

5 CLASSIC ROYALE (USA) [OaSM EBOOOSOGK RciS Y4Ssns8 II JkMeckayB 

B 0- e»W 003 Oirt 8 U R Cochrane 16 

7 4- Hewpefi) DScfflCBraatlSU BDo)Ib5 

8 2- RERW WNB (188)19*44' Mcbwrni«8JGc6«iBiB 11 i Dotted 12 

9 LA PB1SBHKA (R E San&tBri P OeopteHpan 8 11 -Jarid7 

10 0- NIMSHAHPAtl37)n , Dhi*ard«afWMJftfrta«w6^ OtteriunlA 

11 40- rcnrPOBfT (213) Q4d)r Tarrant) RHamar 8 11 PM Eddery 10 

12 60 P0USH WOW (VQ (A E Oppertietned G M bs 8 II MWs2 

13 4- ISALLY A DREAM (272) (ftter R ftffihad) M Stoute 8 11 JIJKtaanelS 

14 SAUBHAH (USA) (ftensten AIMatauumlJ Dunlap BU W Carson 4 

15 SINGAPORE SIWG (USA! BBTBdGaerjHCuci 8 U „WRyan8 

16 0- TAWAAD® (194) (Hatatwi Al Mafaounl PMMqnSll Rites 8 

17 6 TOUNfl ANNABEL (ISA) (IS) (Tnd artAhma C Diger 8 11 CDrqwrlS 

BETTOKfc 2-1 Kerry Wng, 5-1 Realty A Dream, 8-1 Stegepote SMag. Ln PnBegrina. 10-1 r rine nrtt i. 
Mppy, 14-1 Charlotte Gordey, 18-1 often. 

1995: Warning Shadows 3 B 11 B Doyle 7-1 1C E Brfflani 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Kerry Rbifi . a daughter of Socftjrt Wells, was an unlucky loser a^tfnst Jackson HB at Don- 
caster ai the badund. Beaten a tengh after a tarty start, her erpenence puts her in the 
picture, thoudi me eye daps on a couple of UuNy tasty newoomere to SALEEMAH and Sin- 
gapore Sting . John Dunioffe Storm Bud % out of a Secretariat mare has been shape'll 
with plenty of premise at home. Thoee who saw Henry Cfedrs Magnificent Style ping home 
at Kempton on Easter Monday wli he on the stable's Sto^pore SOng. who e to the wrw- 
er Dayur out of the American champion mere. Ambassador Of Luck. Potteh WMow s bet- 
ter than ner Leicester run a fOrtrtght ago Mould suggest- Ready A Drawn and fftjpy are 
others re hsw shown fromtse as a juwrile. write newcomer la POBeetaa , wtead » GurejR 
winner Las Merttnaa, haife from 3 yard In top torm. Selecthw: SALEEMAH 


O OKI RACING & FOOTBALL OUTLOOK RATED HAMNCAP 
IT* ? 0 ,) (CLASS B) £12,500 added Tf Penalty Value 
£8,604 

11 012113- XARAllM(im(QIM«JCaK4w|NCaS«Bn4 97 A 

2 UXXD0 KXWEE (25) (DIU H Rdmcnd-WaBcn) G Hanwod 7 9 7 

3 402021- MONAASSB (179) (D) (Mattun N Maktoun| E0uitap596. 

4 22/1202- BL0MBBI8 (179)(DJ (CDmetQRM)PIOJFanstBw4 93 

5 510063- ASIRAC (181] (D) cClrve TKomC) R AAeiUSt 593 

6 24020-2 R0VMG MNSIREL (2S) [Ms J MAbhon) B McMdoi 5 9 1 

7 035300- PWKSTOffS PAl (265) (Mk E G Mac»#xJ C ftMan 5 9 1 

8 063452- EUER9MB MARKET {JSBHRiAp WtartaDn) J Dunlop 4 6 13 

9 546014- SASEHXJ (USA) [145) fC} (S Fusmk) W OCoonw 6 0 11 Bn 

10 220050- AMUKAJEEB(179)(Dj lAMeQajBhbnbi>y4810 

11 431600 CHRtSIMVS «SS (1^ R Pmcft»0) R Hannon 4 8 5 Jta 

12 343020- PRMCOMMM(268)(DrFankSBCtao}SVtal&484 

13 000005 C4SJH. R0SSE10 (14) p) IT J Cbean) R Hams 6 8 4 


RHU0MSU 

ACSatk 1 

RHRsS 

PHlhMl 

TAsMay(7J8 

0 Carter 6 

B Onto 33 

M Eddery 2 

fin OUonnan 14 

m itai» 

_Jtee 0TWI (S) 5 

W Woodell 

AMedaqrA 


14 000000 ORTHORHOMBUS P3) W (Ateander MacOavayl D CMgiw 7 8 4 JIBaM(E)7 

-lAde d md - 

Mremurn aa 4b hmhmlap nejjis: Atna Cbnitai 8a 2fi GanslftoKb r!a 8a Otfwmcxnha Sx. 
BETTB4B: 4-1 Rentag Mtestrai, M Monaattfe, 5-1 Tam, 8-1 BKnbecg, EkaerM Market, 10-1 
Aebec, Kayvee, 144 edm 

1996: Gownor Geogs 4 94 Pa Eddeiy 13-2 (J LDu*pl21iaii 
roRM GUIDE 

BIDMBBI6 Is In with a shout after running away with a Doncaster maiden first time up fast 
season. He came to beel Two OTSocfc Junp m the Easter Slakes al Kempton afterwards, 
but was just outstayed owr that mHe. The abdry was retaned after the absence and ho was 
a shade unUcky to be beaten by Mooaaatb at Doncaster [70 m October. He nM have pro- 
cessed from three to four so has eiery chance of rewreng the fbm on the 2 lb worse terms. 
Monaasro Ml again set them al a task on the ground - and his stabiemate Iktamal ran a 
cmdier here yesterday In die Aberrant, the sharper top maybeat the improved Tarawa . es- 
peOally with the pound rtair^ so taa yeaetany. Bovine M lnrt rel so nearly landed the Urv- 
coin double with a fine second to Stone Rid^. He's a rock-uM soa his stable had a winner 
at Mterwicli on Satuiday, and only the m-fdim Celestial Kay beat Urn a this dstance at New- 
liny last Jme. Emecgteg Maihct Is a snq> on hK three-ter^th second to Seigeyev at Bn0iton 
earfy last season. S el ec tio n: blomberg 

|Of>c| EARL OF SEFTON STAKES (CLASS A) (Group 3) KfiA; 
L__^J £30^)00 added lm tf Penalty Value £1S4B8 

1 112300 LUSOC1991 Saaed Manaal C BntBln 4 94 UJKksnal 

2 3T501& DESStT SHOT (228} (CD) (MMMn AHUdOunlM Sous 6 3 13 PMBftteyS 

3 052600 IEAB WHIE (USA) (B) IGwwalltne AdertBHg 90) P KdMty 5 B 13 — RCbdne7 

4 52402-6 BEAUCHAIMJAZZP^tERensw) JDudip4810 _JMd4 

5 32452-1 FBSrSLAW{2DOMffiRacin0G\tt!a481O JHHRiO 

6 218210- CMBRCUa)(C}(HamdmNMsltoum)RAnni>acE810 WOwmS 

7 210131- RESTRIK31IRE CUT) (CQ) MMffl MM) Mb J Ced 4 8 10 PtedEddnyB 

8 Him- SACRAMHiT(34fl(OiewleyfetkSwflMSlDuiB5aijO TQrimZ 

9 11/- SMART A1SC (550) (Cl (Gerald Utft) L Cunsnl 4 8 10 L Dettori 5 

-Bdedaed- 

DETTMG 5-2 Iteetracbn, 11-4 Art Wnd, 4-1 Urn, 9-2 Desert Sbot, 84 others 
1996: Derort aw 5 8 10 W R Swnbum 5-2 (M R Stouu) 7 isn 

FORM GUIDE 

WORLD PREMBl, a pmen performer when fresh and a Royal Ascot winner, ts the fancy 
at decern odds. Some of his nwals haw superior torm. but he looked a tr my sort when land- 
ing the Chesham Stakes and looks nailed on to appreciate this seventh furlong on he July 
Stakes running when IhM. c on cadng 3b. to Ta&da with Lucky Lionel (2ft> better today) 
five ten^hG behind Mm. World Premier was futhar behind Taena n the Pit* Momy at DeauuMe. 
tnov0i Eta two lengtns bettor than Lucky Lionel, but he returned home with code so prob- 
ably rfidrft 0K fas true running. The form book says a win far TunMewead Ridge . who has 
won on both tea and soft ground. The Hoots hUU win h the mud wos pardcularly im pressure, 
though hrt hart to knock on the firm also attar Ns flghdng second to Royal Applause In the 
Gtmcrack at York with Cothenbcff orer four lengths behind and now 8Jb better off. Richard 
Hannon has a preference for CwymanTKal ner Lucky bcreL the pen tea each mhet taa 
year. S ele ct ion: WORLD PREMIER 


|o Ari l EUROPEAN FREE HANDICAP (CLASS A} (Listed) (M 
£25^)00 added 3YD7f Penalty Value £16^70 LzZJ 

1 241221- TUOmiKD RBGE (181) (0) {Tt» TumUeneed fenncK^pl B Werian 9 7 JH J IBmm 8 

2 334212- CAYMAN AAt 088) IJ A N Wpaj R Hannon 9 7 P» Eddery 4 

3 252136- WORLD PREMER (243) (Mrs C E Bmani C team 9 6 8 Doyle 2 

4 161034 LUCrtYUO#B.(USA) (202)(C)lAnlBrMBaEan)RHan(Mn96 L Dettoris 

5 120- VW0B (22UfHani(]an At UsmurnjH Thomson Jones 9 2 RHBsl 

6 110400 GOIHEWEHG (11) IBnan Yeatiky Cmmosaf Ud) M Johnson 8 13 1 Weaver 3 

7 lfr DESBffBOygKB Itad WtoMPiAg Hon SvncnWagacfcJ PCnafffeJ^rn813 JRcid7 

8 1-5 mUKRON (USA) (23 (C) (BF) QtAhMai B I8S8 12 HUS 

-adedaed- 

BfcllWU 84 Tte nM eaeid Ridge, 3-1 Caynaa Hal, 4-1 Desert Boy, 8-1 Uaky Uontd, 7-1 Vkreb, 
10-1 Rejectm. 12-1 Otters 

1995: Ddfkkrt 3 9 5 U J Knew 11-10 |A FaDre. Fiance) 12 aa 
FORM OUSE 

Smart Alee wiH tone a strong toltowng on this comeback attempt after the stable's wn with 
the mipressMe Lucky [> m the Maew&a States at Kempton on Easter Monday, lucky Di had 
oeen on the course tor aknost a year, but its been two seasons since we bane seen Smart 
Alec. Unbeaten as a juuense with two dassy course wins. Smart Aiec is reported back m top 
condition attar he Inyoy a year ago. but he has it to prove whereas DCSERT SHOTs a past 
wnier of the race and totaBy at home on tfw type of gort. Overbuy was al the rage 12 
months off), but Desert Shot got to him inside the final futong and banted on strongly tor 
a head success. He has a 38: penalty ths nine but sttd appeals, and hs stabiemate Sacra- 
ment looks suspect at th* trip on hs hist start since cracking a knee bone. Ftmt Island 
has a turn of foot and didy saw oft Wyara and Nwaamts In the Listed Doncaster Mile. Thud 
in the Jersey Stakes at Royal Ascot, he is going back there « June in an attempt to emu- 
late the some's Mcototte *> the Group Two Qireen Ann Sokes so Geoff VVtagg must rate 
tan hghiy. Iran must surely find the tup too sharp, Beauchamp Jazz looks out of hs depth, 
wnde Lear White showed nothing in die Easter States. Selertlnir. DESERT SHOT 

r/Ti cl BABRAHAM HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8^100 added pcid" 
lm4f Penalty VWue £6408 I VT 

1 144000 ATUBBnY(^®UCeflCams)RI*mon410a DwGNaM(5)3 

2 162000- BOBS PLOY (20G) (Mrs M BameB M Tcmphns 4 10 0 PRcltean2 

3 3034-30 SMAJACK (34j (C) (D) ftta M E aflOf) D Bwoth B 9 U TQldaaS 

4 2542-53 BENFLET (85) (D) {BFJ (C G Donovcn) R flimofiarif. 599 lDoUorilS 

5 221030 OUT ON A PROkBSE (11) (Paul GfMn) N Water 497 CRBttarU 

6 241210- PtCKBB (USA) (202) (0) IfWp J Gnmdyl N Trite 4 9 ] MJKtaaoel 

7 510110 OLD PIKNETiCE (26) (D) (T J Dawson) Rhbnc690 AhtedwylS 


8 y3106G ^MYN STREET (USA) (38Q (John 8cv> Mis J Cecil 5 9 0. 


Du imal (5)3 

PRabhsan2 

Torino 5 

L DeUori 15 

C Rotter II 

MJKtaaoel 

A Mackey 16 

1 IWd 4 

Pat Eddary 7 

BDoyie8 

— MBafad(5)13 

jqebnM 

— R Coctaane 6 
— S Senders 10 
— GBndwelU 
— NVMey(3)B 


9 123- SPEED TO LEU) p.77) (BucWani Hckin^J H Cad 4 90 PltEddety7 

10 210100- DON! SHOOTfWRCS 091) 84 (Iks Cria Met) C Bntan 4 8 12 BDoyie8 

n 506243 PR06RESSI0H (34) [D) (Nffl Gome) C Minay 5 8 12 MBaM(5)13 

12 422410 MEGHDOOT 087) IP) (C3GI Racing Sjretem) H Cotngidj)! 4 3 9 jqnknlA 

13 4U1-23 OFERA RVF 101) (R) (B Ticginhaj Me Gay KeRww 589 RCodvuwG 

14 03310 BIHS (USA) (3321(D) (By IrMjflrri SiflWto LttO R Aktfua 4 8 3 SSendersU 

15 041-312 BEAUMONT (70) (D) (■? (P Cum0amj J Bats 6 7 10 G Benknefl 12 

16 300014- SAUANDO (UQIMn Sandy Kernel Fte Maiid 5 7 10 NVMey(3)B 

• 16 declared - 

Mntaun we Iff® Ts 10B. True handeap wripm: Beanocs 7a so, Sritando 7* 

BET7W8: 4-1 Speed To Lead, 6-1 Fate, 8-1 Open Baft, 101 Berfieet, Btnmf; P reg ml od, 
12-1 otters 

1995: ftrOwn Spmff 4 10 0 L Dettan 3-1 a Gasdmi 20«an 

HMMOUDE 

SPEED TO LEAD ran wefl against her better class stabie ma te At Widyan at Uscesmr In Oc- 
tober and also Tlnashaan m Yarmouth so rrHgm just haw eot in here off a rat - 

tngof 76. Fahs s mtetesOngon MB first ronlcr Reg Alrehurei since a matdenvun over today* 
trip at Tramore lor Kevin Piendeipst. Me^rdoot is *he type to wm handcaps this season. 
Beaten n the mud at Musse&urgh at the backend, she is best judged on her Goodwood wm 
from Snowy FetreL Benflmt well for Frredde Daun and was in good form early last 
season. Dont Shoot Fables was a three- times winner last term and Profession wri Uke 
the sound alter hfc Goocteixid and Tok wins 1KA season (tnmed then hy Pat Hastomt and 
he's sham from the aA-weather. Selection: SPEED TO LEAD 


| A AC I NGK SPARK PLUGS BARTLOW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added 2Y0 fOBes 5f Penalty Vahie £4*113 

1 CARMM UWE (R E Sangsen P Qwnite-Hyan 8 11 1 Raid 3 

2 DAI* LAURA (A J Moiwon) P Cdb 8 1L TQriaoS 

3 4 DOWRy (11) pievri^ Park Stud R tanrion B 11 PatEddary 6 

4 SOUirasra(AkMpRaa%lini4edlwCftrnan81J RHu0xe2 

5 SIHPUtTBCS(USA) (Tines taWgrnlW Ottoman 8U Fmm (yKntnmn 1 

6 W000ERBE (USA) lluari) Gaucdi M Bel B U JlftedsnA 

KTTHS: 9-4 Candne Udre. 114 Dowry, 7-2 Dane Laura. 4-1 Woodartas, 7-1 Sica Key SHca, 
12-1 Skqdy Tbnes 

19S& Warin 2 B U M J hnwe 3-1 (D R Lodart 11 ran 
FORM GURIE 

Dowtys debut fbtm at Kempton was boosted when Mastaretroke (third) mm at Bn£iton and 
she is bound to improve after running green. But Michael Bairs WOOOEMNE could be me 
one- the Wtodrrmfilybet%ahaii-9sl£rtDltaianGrinea5 Miner Ancestral Dancer. Carmine 
Lake is by the speedster Roys! Academy out at a mare who won mer sh furtoryp esaju- 
venrfe. Dome Laura , another dmgiter of Royal Aeadetfy, is more stoutly bred on the darrfs 
ade. while Mick Charewn has repotted that SBca Kay SRca may be better far Ths mo- 
ductioa Steipiy Times has a pacey ped^ee and firom the sobie tha had an early juvenle 
wmner here last year In foreman. Selection: WOODEBNE 

c on WOOD DTTTON STAKES (CLASS D) £7000 added 3YO lTO 
Penalty Value £5^00 

1 AL2EUS(MhB Sumer) CHagr 90 PaolEddetyl 

2 A— Wt AS (B H VBak) 0 Bman 9 0 BD0)te5 

3 AHE)AL01A(USA) (ShritfiAlmaCNMalttajm) AStewnSO. — _ — J Ktame 17 

4 CHABROL (CAN) (L Mteopcrios) H Ceol 9 0 WRyaalfi 

5 CHARNWOOD JACK (USA) fT J LhMarl R Hbck 9 0 Aliadmyl4 

6 FARASAN (gnee A A FhsaO HCcxl 90- — — AMcGtoaelB 

7 QUUIVHt(KAbUa)B)*90 Pid Eddery 4 

8 HARTORJSA) (Zbd A Gatodarii J Hk 9 0 J Wanmr IS 

9 WSSMOCMOMaiT (USA) (M labor) P Chappte^em 9 0 I Reid 9 

10 MAMAmi(USA) (HJmOai N Mata3un)P\tehyn90 RH»s3 

11 MASIBt BOOTS (On Basher) DLader90 RMgmlS 

12 MUBARMN(USA)(HanmNMaMouifijtXrii)p90 W Cam 13 

13 NUZU IShedhMriuninwf) Blils 90 JHHtelO 

14 SHAWBJR (USA) (tois&i Al MaWcun) A Sterert B 0 DHarinn21 

15 SHANTOU RBA) Bteiih Wihaimed) J Gcsden 90 L Dettori 2 

IB SHAVMSIOr (Mis JM Nan) PHoefcgOO R Cochrane 7 

IT SUEVBMMON (P Cbnrtogttmi J Baris 9 0 JQrirei20 

18 TOM JAMS. OreAh Ahmed AfMataEundMSorie 90 KBraWwvl2 

19 l£P!KHA(U5A)(RESEr®»nBHte89 BThxam U 

20 ROBUStA (The Duchess cf Rabwgd A Sm«n 8 9 SMritenitt6 

21 WITBIMIHl AfflUR U M Greetfiam] M SmutB 8 9 .TQrionS 

-2Ktedared- 

BE7IM& 4-1 Shantou, 5-1 Bodwir, 6-1 Chabrol, 7-1 Fteasan, Htama^eatament, 8-1 Mmter Beefs, 
10-1 Mtaiariita, 12-1 others 
1996: Sotor ngs 3 9 0 PH Eddery 13-2 (B W Ntaj 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

There is a good wad tor Mnbartrin , who has been Impressing his trainer on the plops. 
He's a eon of Shier Hawk out of an imeed mare and a fuMrotfier to the top-class Amer- 
can colt Dane). John Gosden runs the nicely-bred Shantou , an ABeged coh out of Oh So 
Sharp's daughter, Shama, who srajra) further after wmtng over todays trip as a juvente. 
Henry Oacifls last raimer to this. Opera Score, managed only fourth to Airport, but he went 
on to win the Predommu Sokes at Goodwood the foUowhig month. K goes without saymg 
that he must hold CHABROL In ngh esteemjhe cotl bemg a son of □ Gran Senor out of a 
weil-reiarad mare. Bany HBsnas stated ihatterilvcrwW come on for ihe ran and, brer% a 
son cd Ranbow Quest, the colt tvotdd appreciate cus to the ground. Htam^gcaoment has 
both pace aid stamina In his pediffee, whde Dam Loders Master Boots q a wamre out 
of a dam who also won at ttus distance. Michael Stouten Machiawdian fiDy Whitewater Af- 

lalns out of a vemeng dam at tns top, white others to take the eye are AmfDrtM and Man- 

akj , the latter being out of a hetf-steier to Northern Dancer. Selection: CHABROL 



HYPERION 

2-45 Wait For Rosie Sondos (nb) 3 JSO Axford 
4L25 P6w Essence 5u00 fesHya &30 Dana Pbint GOO 
Ledgendry Line 

GOING: Good. STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE; Low mull bens best over 6f. 

■ Left-hand, undulating course. 

■ Hacertumw ts a mife north west of town on A039. Porarfrad (MonidiiU] 
rail station (regular service Oom Leeds and WekefWd) Is over a mile 
away. Tanshetf rail station (service VAMdAtegotai icoorac ^AD- 
MISSION: aub £12; Paddock SB: SOvcr Rtng£3J0. CAR PARKil hinl 
Bing, cur with four occupents, SS, plus £2 ai tuoistflcs; remainder bee. 


BLINKERED FOR TECB FIRST THUS: Aberinte Reler (4^6), OaNbery 
■RAO). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASB: None. _ a _ 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Raffle* Rooster (800) sent J4 rate ter 
A Newnwiibe from Hraflahaw, Dew. 

O 'Atz i MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
E) £4,200 added 2YO 5f 

1 55 CLASSBRiunvaofflp3JMWtetHte90 

2 4 RAN OF IB1T-AMA (25) C Afcn 9 0 

3 4 IG0TBAl»LJ0N(2teBH*tSiM«i90 

4 RM OLD llfflBB SAKE J Bsny 9 0 — — 

5 0 H8HUND PASS (2B) M te^onnarfc 9 0 


G 62 NBIVOUS B&C (15) VI Mur 9 0 tew W ane tepee 8 

7 4 OUR nm*E(qM Johnston 90 7 Win 4 

8 PMeXCUlAnON tVrcymn9Q DRMcC*W[3]> 

9 0 HraUKEfLlJ RJchrson fta^SOi 90 AMaaw3 

10 33 SMNOpajOTPEwreSO — K Psion 7 

11 23 MiDooiurnKiwiyae csoerma 

12 2 WUTRJRaos«(B)MCnennon89 KDnfeyll 

-32dKtarad- 

BEUINC: 9-2 Hat** * ta, 5-1 Rh Of VSetsAria, For OM Ihws Sales, 
8-lSwtea, T-l Foot Bnttrikw, 8-1 Ct e ri e tatygoer, 10-loBia™ 

Jo on I RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
5=lJ £7,000 added 3VO fBHes Bf 

1 03342-0 WATTLE ROCK (23) E Alston 9 7 SDMte»4 

2 020-5 EHAR SIMBSE (33) C Brian 9 B BDnfBeUS 

3 301430- AOSS WATERUHE {2IXB p) P Evers 9 4 — JtetoyWMeras (7) 14 

4 200636 fiAGAWUH42)PBans91 ThtelS 

5 2430-1 S«WNa(15)WHBBEs813 LMnS 

6 163501- ROWLCaOH (186) Denys SrWiB 12 IRdUdkI 

7 261035- ANRJMASWIOW (1619(D) SBDWrtng 8 12 CTaa0ie(9S4 

8 34-1 SONDOS (imD) J Hft 8 10 MH~y(5)13 

9 20104 WHIN«URE(15)nWJaiwsB7 D B Mofeba (9) 2 

10 63150G PHARAOHS JOY (U}(D) J ftp* S 5 MTetenSll 

11 24-1 CHAMMN8 8OTE (63 S Mtans 8 5 _KDariey3 

12 100000 SWOTS ALllMtWE (186) (D)J S*82 Rla*ta9 

13 363-60 MAyQ tBN8 BAN(iqMBAKrg712 A Barth 12 

14 0000- LAW! ORDER (219) Ms J Ramsdan 7 ID NKmdyS 

15 0400- DAHWt. OFRE5S (184) M ffyen 7 10 0*1*10)7 

16 403000 gCBOWC DANCER (9 ) MBItSy 7 10 NCarWelO 

AMnun we jgt; 7sf 10b True hareieep ntigts Loan (Mer 7 h 9ft, De/faS &■ 
pros ts 8». tows* Dancer 7s 7fe 

BEITH& M Sp*** 8-1 aerates Bride, 13-2 Sarioe, 74 GagNeto, Rojel 
CeBdb, 8-1 Ewer Sandra, Sweet Ne&ee, 31KL etteea 


o cnl LADN BALK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (MV 
L___-j I) £4y400 added lm 2f fiyds 

1 0- ELECTION OW (253) M Saute 4 9 13 KQartqr7 

2 040- HUMHTf (Z71) B Htrtuy 4 9 13 1 Stack (3) 2 

3 60 NOfttSSX LEGEND (7) P*S D TJrinson 4 9 L3 0 Penn 0)8 

4 63- SOUTH SEA BUBBLE (174) L Cumcn 4 98 Olkbtaall 

5 226- AXHJRD (USA) (215) P Ctupple-Hiwri 3 S 10 R Hariln (5) 5 

6 0- BASHKIH 0SA} (UQ J Gosden 3 8 10 ICrerall2 

7 00- FIOCHECK (USA) CU4) J CUtop 3 S 10 TSjlratoA 

S 05 IGDLE MATCH (15) C Mfefl 3 8 10 BDW3dl 

9 00- CAPSTONE (175) W tews 385 MTshtnaS 

10 4 KATHRWS n7 0Q Ms M Ffewlay38 5 KDadeylO 

11 fr IBBWOBCE (RQ (177) E Diriop 385 KMtaeB 

12 34- SWEgMCiS HBtSELF Q37) M RyM 3 85 PBkMteMd3 

BETTVfB: 3-1 Afford, 9-2 54eth Sea BatMe, 6-1 Bectkn Pay, 8-1 Hogalty,Sweet- 
aees HeneR KaBxyifs Pat, Naadta Mette, 10-1 otters 


OSSETT SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
£3^000 added lm 4yds 

H8HTlRE(47)ASbeeBr 4 100 CTee0refB)8 


ring, 5-1 Ctanaiog Bride, 132 Soadoe, 7-1 Begejrio, iteyri 
Suretss, Sweet Natwv, 30-1 Bthwa 


1 404365 

2 1-30420 

3 50-0 

4 240435 

5 5000- 

6 3Q26-O0 

7 005500 
B 641613 

9 406440 

10 450040 

11 250006 

12 4441-02 
19 004006 


LRACH(19)(D)Rkiean4910 Decta O'Shea 15 

B)(2US WttKns 699 KDteeyS 

HAMAUIM(BD(D)EAteanl098 SOWwiM 

MY BWUiE 8RL (203) B Rritmon] 4 9 7 ) (tend 12 

SaFEH>RBSXM(q(D)PF)MBjltersian897 KMbe9 

JUST HiUBICO (75j (C) M Ryan 696 PBeoariiaU3 

PUB ESSENCE (USA) M W OT J Eye 596 Rteppei5 

y EXAIHLE (USA) (47) B Cambers 535 N Arina 17 

RBGE (IS) J Jentans A 9 ] ] Portree 19 

ECOUOURSCU)(P)DonElncaa 7813 MmWtelA 

R08(19(D)RH0C9S68U DRMcOriM(3)ll 

lCO«A(13)MaiTjnM8adB4813 RHrwfc ® 18 


14 500000 EAST BARNS (IS) (P) S & 8 13 .VHASayl 

15 0004 APPEAL AONM (18) 14s J fiarnaiBi 3 8 11 OhoHcKmm 7 

16 £€4040 ABSOLUTE RU1£R (9^ J L tarns 58 11 P McCabe 0) 16 

17 434560 nH£iBIX>F<S3[MENhbCBJ948U Aaaritaite«tiBB13 

18 ESCVGCM. RAftDEEH QUEST (13) J Evre 4 8 10 M Many (^10 

19 325005- MY HANDSOW PRWCE (242) P Brian 4 8 10 NCarteta4 

20 040006 WAIERUORD flR (CQ) 0 Nchota 6 8 10 AtaocG(8atas2 

- 20 daetanri- 

BE7TWQ: 7-2 Hce|vrilLll-Z D ee Cv aenca, 61 RtedBfQuwt 162 Betlto Crioaa. 
7-1 MgHItaM, Appeal Agria, 8-1 Hawrm, 10-1 etben 

lerinl W&T GATE LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) 
L____J £5400 attaled 3YD lm 4yds 

1 1- ARABtAN STORY (272) L»d Hurerghn 8 11 Th«i2 

2 6354- CISIBU.ASPeer[l87)EDunlro811 KFriaa 7 

3 21300- HYING NORITI (IBB) Ms M Radey 8 11 ACrihmeS 

4 106406 TOO HASTY WT Easterly 8 11 MBbchB 

5 0230- IDVaT PROSPECT (187) REu^B 8 ) Carroll 

6 0003- TASUYA (USA) (170) J Dunlop 8 8 KDartoy 4 

7 352- THREESOME (USA) (204) LCUnenSS 0 Urbina 3 

-7 dadnd- 

BEIT1NR: 54! Ileeeeew, 44. CtwartolAapeet, 92 LMly impact, S-l Hy- 
ing North, B-lArabtan Story, B-lltetee, 12-1 Too Harty 

[coni GARFDRTH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £44200 
1.--“! added lm 2f 6yds 

1 151)304- SBCAtAPOB] JQTM5100 SDWmt 

2 0F25-42 Mll£»BUE(iqroP}NQ*0Hi4gi2 I Stack (3)5 

3 6001-40 MEDIA EXPRESS (47) M Bmam 4 9 10 MtM0ml2 

4 0002-02 CAIBLiro BRKANEE (5) (D) Mrs J RantsKn 4 g io KFMnl 

5 310000 ASIE« (16S) (D) Q H^On Jcnes 5 9 10 I Orwwdi 9 

6 0260- MHTMG IRES (139) C Smiti 4 9 9 AC*n2 


7 260463 UWMBIONDO WORM Bel 599 GMer|7)3 

8 60343-0 QULUWRK (US4) (13) Mrs J Ceo) 4 9 7 .TheelS 

B 223600 6AKBURY [7)MtssL5ttSI4 9G u ItterrillS 

10 0091-64 DANA POMT (IS) T Benun 4 9 5 JRMtnelT 

11 46-02 DBUMNAI10N[U5A) (9)lBsUrig4 92 OOeBetaB 

12 060002 ANCHORENA tm J A Hans 4 9 2 IFECH13 

13 14402-2 CLBrwe.fBY5(13)(0) ASBaeterG92 - — CTaagBa(S) 4 

U 042254) CUOBACE (27) (P) Mn M ttoriey 690 K Dariey 10 

15 34220-0 FUOtUtAYBUMSn MsMRsMtey4go____i)eanMdKeoirnia 
18 360400 LABWD (USA) (19) RkgwnG812 Decter (TShre 14 

17 522363 CHHLY UD (18) (D| M Rpr 5 8 U DBtaaB 

18 001345- flURIMtMAH(138)(C0)RWitater6811 MeOtMalS 

19 31185-5 SFIIHftE B8DGE (21) (D) U McOouneck 48 9 JIBtoAll 

-aSdeetared- 

BETlwa 4-1 CariRn Brigtatte, 5-1 LocatnUaato, 112 DeBaartaeBra. 61 Qrip- 
awtt, 7-1 Obrnri ften, Segria, 11M, BattM# Brace, 12-1 others 

r^lwTI LADY BALK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV 
15”J B) WOO added lm 2f 6yds 

1 0423-60 FtAfRB RDOSTH? K A Mevcomte 4 913 DRIfcCteeQ) 6 

2 Of- REX MUMS (607) P Bare 4 9 13 PMcCteeCXS 

3 540 KASHANA £3 W Stony 4 9 B Iftenul 

4 BUBRa i M fotnpitos 3 8 10 .JIDey2 

5 6 DOCTOR BREEN (Hfl (187) Lord 3 8 10- Thes5 

6 DON W7D RChatton3B10 TSprafcelO 

7 4 KASS ALHAWA (257) M 9tnue 3 8 10 DeMHd(aoMt8 

8 3 LHKEWRYlK(ZS)U?URtKier3B10 KDotoyll 

9 a OLD IBSH (181) LCUmani3 8 10 OUrbtaa? 

10 taAeRGrest3610 LCtanodU 

11 0- VBIOMCA HtANCO (18Q J Dunlop 3 8 5 GDnOaUS 

- 11 dedared- 

BEmNfc 94 Don Wn, 3-1 Klee Alma. 5-1 OM KM. M Vetam 8-1 Doctor 
Breen, ledgeedqr Vine, Btarrad, 1M, otters 


m 


HYPERJON 

220 Air Shot 2J55 Headwind 3t^OHi^hMr»idllHtoiUB»4^^0 

Needwood Muppet 4^5 Spree C ross 5JO WaBeyGardeii 

to London, JWngura) 2n> *** 

Hub & Taucrsalb combined S12 (JuhIots. 16-24 yrans, 58); 
jyjst^s EndoKire Sfi.CAEPAEK: Pnec. 


WINNERS IN THE 


LAST SEVEN MB 


LSddalTsCoaonNahta to No rth — : 7 - 

2 0471232 AS SHOT 04)0 - PHrie 

3 13ZP41- trf wgrogfflJ 81A7 ■..,._cmw» 

4 Rli666 9 11 1 » PItefcy 

s -JBS BIBSSSPjp* — ^ , J5E£! 

j ..UK 


.L-i ttP.Hisvn 

— OltofireO) 


WEATHERBVS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
^ added 2m If 

156215 AROUND DC BALE (39)0) (BP) DOndodb 5 11 5 HDryer 

26-1302 BM0UMFB)(lfi)<BBCBR]als6115 SBredey 

41 IEADHHD(Z7)jaibd5U5 PHUe 

2-20315 LORD mMWOUOH (3g J Nerrte 6 11 5 RFneri 


AMcCad&y 

XUamqjB 


(IL6B) won at 


5 212P45 UGHTFfSr (4UL) (P) Mss H HnKDC 6 JUL 5 MAffegoaU 

6 2301 TOtKnBBEUBHr(7)CBute7H5 AP McCoy 

7 .0 BtANCHLAND (14) P ntdens 7 11 0 A Tory 

8 00 C0M<BHXM(M) RBucMr 5110 Rfteew 

9 DANMCU5NBM(W5U0 RDuranuy 

10 " 0 HKH ROC (61) B De Kan 6 11 0 WMmtan 

11 • O HMBBBBrtmetevlHtrilKun .DReapj 

32 2680 GmSH0RDMB.(22)J0Sn53i0 lfetariSram(7) 

13 ' - ' HBflOS PORT Maftyn Meade 6 HO : IMm 

14 •• --4P lfiERDUlMN(B4)OStanood6110 J A McCarty 

15 024 kBlBSnR0(27)NGzriBe5110 C l tew te B 

16 4 OAJSAUPrpflJCsptTFdrwSllO SWflm 

17 -20- PaMBPGEPUCE WGJOhnsoiHottfflXl5110 ADdntea 

33 ;0 RSNBMAH(44)AJbmi 5110 JFTflfey 

38 miCAU.RAtaerS110~- SMdW 

26 33*134 SEASONAL SnBOOUR(B^^)MP^e 6 110 DBAtenter 

21 06515 ajFRaENORWNWJ Petering 8 110 Ttauaftef3) 

22 0 YOONG1ICOON(12qAJWten5UO LHhMy 

-23 3B604 amWAUBSOvwrfiing PI— hy 

24 -- CAPE COLONY J (yStM 4 10 8 DWtUR 

25 3P UIH£SHBraD(2fl}UssHKn(9it4108 IRXana^i 

— j 2S dodored * 

BETI7N& 5-lSecaaocil Spteartotr, 1L2 broio, 7-1 itoadried, 15-2 Around Tte fialo, 
TtaiteteMewiL IMlonlllcHunaaih, 3*1 Unitarian, I&tFfctlftL otters 

IqToril HOWARD E PERRY HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 

l"ri £4000 added 4m If 

1 1-263F1 «MESKASWST(U)DtMBmS127 UrCBdHtaf (3) 

2 U21-151 H0(U»WUSE(21JPChte«ffl032 7 »CI«»(G) 

a (osao C*m«l>gtW(«0)WTeitragTS11123 teWTdM*t(7) 

4- 16P4U2 BUMBO A 0R Mbit* 11 32 3 to C Ward (7) 

5 2UW56 BU* DANUBE (|B3) {CJ 5 Aten 12 120 HrArekwMatta[7) 

6 6WOOF OAIEMffl^NTte®Oa*s8120 MrABtete«(7) 

7 P- UWESDHE18AVELlJS(334)lisManiyHaio7120 JtsAHterifT) 


JRKtwaaagh 


1 1-263F1 

2 U21-151 

3 02621-3 
4- 16fAJ2 

5 WM? 

6 6W00F 

7 P- 


5T(U)DWBamiS127_ 
:(21)PChtetopl032 7. 
W) WTMttHf* 11123— 


8 1F1AJ52- NEAHUf SPLBOD (478) (pO) 3 Gterens 11 12 0 ltaTaeed(7) 

9 3404JP3 NEW ML HOUSE (11) LBss S Cbok 13 12 0 Mr P Scott (7) 

10 PP9M36 PAwrs bot (14) RVbtkU120 Mr P York (7) 

11 RBI-530 PROFESSOR L0N6HAS (19) Ata C Hd6 9 12 0 JKr R Mete (7) 

12 43 7Bfh SPACE HAN (773] MBS ScartSBJCnw 13 120 Mr F Craw [7) 

13 tmK THOAPOfflACtanbalsnllUO JSsbD0UM(7) 

14 0424XS WOOOLAICS BffWE P) PP Mra ri U120 MJ I Pltlctertl(7) 

BETIBiK 94 Hotawd House, 5-2 Harms Hteveet B-l Ctare Man, 10-1 Neariy Sptae- 
dkt, 14-1 Loeeaean Traveler, 20-1 other* 

I Aftfl I IYNX HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,500 added 
LZ!rili 2m 5f 110yds 

1 UiMBP AUEGAH0N t»)KD M Plpe6 120 OBrfdgwkr 

2 4&0U1 HOPS A»POPS(6)(C)(E9 RAPer9U10(5a) ttPHeriey(5) 

3 46PS31 SIM SUHFHl (HO (21) (D) Ctet T Fasw 8 11 fi SW)t ne 

4 1.112SP KKnOSKY (U) (CD)0SherttO0d 5110 I A McCarthy 

5 2WB0E F6HCTf0JI®MP)CWsederi61O12 ___DF«tt(5) 

6 2H2PW KAUMSN (®) C E&tk 1 10 10 9 Steafcy 

7 041-042 CASIl£ SECDET (U) (Bft D Binriel 10 10 7 DJBkM 

8 221-P12 IEJH( (23) (C) G Hanwod 5 10 7 RDweoody 

9 4/-540PO (traJWK® ABIfVET (19) A J Wfcon 9 10 5 LHmqr 

10 P-1W2U FAlMOUTHBAy(Zq(BF)SS?»W0d7100 8 Upton 

11 ai fpv> jaiMrscN0SSfflGEa4n86i06— * apmcCsj 

32 Rm SMUOafiPSIWr (USA) p«R0«l9wn 6100 -SCma 

13 231/401 EBCKHE (54) (0) N Cfeolae 6 10 0 CUewHDn 

34 076612 MAJOR NOW (34) NSraii 7100 — JRjai 

15 3-20063 RAQBMPItohas5100 Steffl 

AB*wb uagKrKM. 7h* laakso tregwrftenouift flay AS lift Jn^poa 9c 
lift Sm&tft Paw » Uft Bstt* 9a 9ft Major Mm 9sr 6ft ^ 

BETnN& 9-2 Hope And Pope, S-lSw Sorter, 7-1 Afc#Mtao,lMJ«ny*CBM|, 8-1 
m* KV 1 Eidode, CrwH»» Secret, 12-1 Father Sty, Forest Feather, 34-1 often 

IjTqc] HOLMAN CUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) ffflOO 

LZ^rJ added 2m 110yds 

1 323012 NEDRMSSMMNSONGOtyiO) 8Nbd0s8120 A Tory 

2 236300 smsanss(i^mAteDHaral0i20 BBafley 

3 2W460 SURE JEIAL (1Q(D} 0 UcCte 13 11 9 DlteCata 

4 3UM4 MGIfflODOrW{D|JWnSl0139 MAHtqtyHA 


u 31B212 jaan-s cross g &*^6 id a_- 

12 FDP3H SMUBGWTS POW (USA] (16) H fTSAtet i 

13 231/461 EWSCUIEffiflffl) NGB58tee6I00 —— 


MLtee(7} 

TDaecombept) 

fl Fenton (3) 


5 0U4533 JAMES THE FWST ^ P) P ffchofe 8 114 A P McCoy 

G 20-21P1 SHNWK SIffl. W P Hoatad 9 10 8 l6e>) SBennqtb 

7 451325 DRflOCKEI(2) (d RDcten 11 100 RBefeny 

-7dednd- 

AMrmin netye 10a True fiendtaro rnj^tc Dr Rutei flsf Bb. 

BETnNS: 100-30 Martas Swan Sent 7-2 Mster Odd), 4-1 Spree Cron, 9-2 James 
The Ftat, 7-1 Splntag Start, 12-1 Dr Ogdut, 25-1 Sore Mete 

IE mi NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4^000 
1 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 02405 GAJWWN (2Q N HenWaw 6 U 11 MLtee(7) 
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sport 
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Even by the impoverished standards of sports administrators, the RFU’s botched atte ™P ts 
the move to professionalism have set new standards for incompetence, argues Steve ea* 


;ofit 


Rugby union: how not to run a sport 

O J — mnnfnp. oassing but scldoi 


brie 


T bny Hallett has long since 
given up wondering what 
the next day will bring. 
Last year he actually felt mod- 
estly pleased with himself when 
he was appointed to succeed 
Dudley Wood, secretary of the 
Rugby Football Union, and it 
has been all downhill since 
then. At one and the same 
time English rugby has landed 
itself in internecine turmoil 
and the international doghouse- 
As an exercise in incompe- 
tence, in how not to run a 
sport, England's reluctant at- 
tempt to come to terms with the 
start of professionalism, and 
with it the end of 120 years of 
history, would take some beat- 
ing. These days Hallett, the 
most affable of fellows, is going 
round with a permanently 
haunted look, assailed inside 
and outside the RFU, inside and 
outside England. 






The RFU is at 
the least guilty of 
hubris in holding 
such a hostage 
to fortune’ 




If he now wished he had 
staved in the Navy, he could be 
forgiven, since nothing he ever 
saw in the service could have 
prepared him for the ferocious 
politicisation of rugby that has 
accompanied professionalism. 
However it has done so, the 
RFU has succeeded in antago- 
nising everyone. 

Not content with the seismic 
internal split which may be 
about to lose it its most eminent 
dubs, it has now so antagonised 
the other home unions - which, 
let's face it. congenitally despise 
the English anyway - that it may 
be about to be kicked out of the 
Five Nations' Championship. 

Yesterday the Welsh. Irish 
and Scots together announced 
they would reconsider the for- 
mat of the championship - with 
the plain intention of finding a 
way of expelling the perfidious 
English for their brazen at- 
tempt to comer the lion s share 
of the next television contract. 




running, passing but seldom. 

^Theresuit has been the daz- 
zling Super 12-series, 
among competitions compared 
with the jalopy that passes for 
its nearest English equivalent. 
The clubs who are at logger- 
beads with the RFU may appear 
to want to do something about 
that, but sometimes you feel the 
mass membership of the umon 
would like nothing better than 
to rid themselves of these same 
clubs and so of the awful taint 
of professionalism. 

In the modem, multination- 
al rugby world this is an utter- 
ly untenable position but in 
English rugby it would provide 
an explanation of sorts for the 
obstructiveness of which Cliff 
Brittle stands accused in his rale 
as chairman of the RFU exec- 
utive. One member of that ex- 
ecutive has seriously suggested 


‘Rugby union's 
amateurs are 
making an 
unholy mess of 
professionalism' 




Ancient history? Steve Williams, of Wales, falls to stop England's Rory Underwood in the Five Nations’ Championship; next year he may not have to try 


Photograph: Em pics 


Lion's share? The Lions raav be 

among the first victims. 

Anyone who imagines this to 
be no 'more than a cross-border 
tiff about admittedly huge sums 
of money - anything from 
£13Ura to £225 m has been 
bandied about as the overall go- 
ing rate - has a poor knowledge 
not only of rugby history but of 
history itself. Jack Rowell, the 
England manager, is fond of 
talking about the history that 
goes into Frve Nations match- 
es and when he does so he 
means Culloden and not the 
Calcutta Cup. 


So the idea of putting the in- 
effably superior English in their 
place is older by a few centuries 
than rugby. But even within the 
specifically rugby context the 
RFU, by demanding a rise from 
25 to 60 per rent of foe proceeds 
from the joint home unions’ 
television contract and then 
claiming everyone will be bet- 
ter off, is at the very least guilty 
of hubris in holding such a 
hostage to fortune. 

lo understand we need to go 
back to 1884 when a depute be- 
tween England and Scotland led 
to the formation in 1886 of the 


International Board as an ar- 
bitrator - without the RFU, 
which would not join on the ba- 
sis of equal representation with 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland. It 
did not do so until 1890 when 
finally offered six members 
against two each for the other 
three. 

The resentment, for this and 
other perceived indignities, 
lingers. In 1911 England vol- 
untarily gave up two seats but 
it was 1948, when Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa 
were graciously admitted with 
one member each, before Eng- 


lish representation came down 
to that of their neighbours. 
France, by the way, had to wait 
until 1978. 

It might have been thought 
that with a war on one front - 
against its big clubs - the last 
thing the RFU needed was to 
open a second front, though in 
feet the row over TV money was 
heralded two years ago when 
the RFU started negotiations in 
similar vein but eventually 
backed down under precisely 
the threat that yesterday be- 
came a reality. 

It is also curious, even at a 


time when the need to pay for 
Twickenham makes it desperate 
to grub up all the money it can 
get, for the RFU make a virtue 
of going it alone from the oth- 
er home unions at the same time 
as telling the dubs of the folly 
of going it alone from the RFU. 
Something hoe does not add up. 

As for its local difficulties, it 
is totally bemusing that a body 
that at one time was known as 
the most decisive, businesslike 
and far-seeing in Europe should 
have turned itself into such an 
object of derision. To complain 
- as many have - that it was 


caught on the hop by the In- 
ternational Board's decision 
last August to abandon ama- 
teurism is a tired explanation 
and certainly not an excuse. 

Let us look no further than 
the other side of the world. 
Whether or not the IB had per- 
mitted professionalism, the 
Wallabies, All Blacks and 
Springboks as well as the 
provincial structure underpin- 
ning them would have gone pro 
anyway, so when the IB made 
its fateful decision all of the 


above were immediately up, 
and in the case of the players 


players 


to me that there is a hidden 
agenda to oust the major dubs 
as a precisely similar purifica- 
tion exercise to that which en- 
tailed the departure of the 
northern dubs 101 years ago. 

Whatever, it is no way to ran 
a business - which is how the 
RFU and the top dubs are 
nowadays obliged to regard 
themsetex. Hence the reason the 
dubs want more cadi from the 
nnfon and the union wants more 
cash from the home unions. The 
trouble is that the RFU is, to its 
very bootstraps, amateur: you 
had only to be at the two special 
general meetings in Birmingham 
to know this for certain. 

Try tr anslating that to the ad- 
ministration of a professional 
sport - and the Rugby Football 
Union is doing precisely that - 
and you are instantly in diffi- 
culty. However you look at it, 
rugby union's amateurs are 
making an unholy mess of 
professionalism. 


Lessons that have not been learnt as history repeats itself 


If long-term consistency is the 


sporting virtue to be prized 
above all others, then the Rugby 


above all others, then the Rugby 
Football Union has it in trumps. 

If Will Carling’s old farts are 
showing an inability now to 
deal with the reality of change, 
then they have a 101-year-old 
precedent for their recalci- 
trance. The threatened schism 
between the RFU and its lead- 
ing clubs carries uncanny echoes 
of the events that led to the birth 
of rugby league in 1895. 

The myth that rugby league 
came into being purely' because 
of the single issue of broken-time 
payments to compensate work- 


ing-class players has been large- 
ly debunked by' recent research. 

The bre»ader picture of the 
split of 1895 is one of a desire 
among the more successful 
clubs, who were concentrated in 
the north of England, for more 
autonomy. Those dubs were al- 
ready paying their players 
through back-door arrange- 
ments and recognised that they 
needed regular competition 
against each other to generate 
the income that was required. 

The RFU’s attitude to 
broken-time payments was 
merely a symptom of its deter- 
mination to maintain its control 


and not allow the initiative for 
deciding the future shape of the 
game to be seized by north- 
erners, who were not imbued 
with the amateur ethos. 

All the things that the rebel 
clubs wanted before the 1895 
split, notably leagues and the 
abandonment of restrictive 
amateurism, have come to pass 
in rugby union over the past 
century' But the refusal to al- 
low the new breed of rebel clubs 
to exercise autonomy within 
the RFU can be seen as a rear- 
guard battle in the same war. 

The RFU has accepted pro- 
fessionalism, but still wants to 


Dave Hadfield believes that the Rugby 
Football Union's present intransigence is 
bred of the same kind of autocracy which 
split the game more than a century ago 


retain its power over the very 
different organisations that pro- 
fessional clubs will have to 
become, while the clubs know 
that it is hopelessly ill-equipped 
to do so. 

In the lead-up to the 1895 
schism, there was deep concern 
over the wealthier, less scrupu- 
lous clubs poaching all the best 
talent, just as there has been in 


rugby union in the 1990s. Those 
dubs, in him, regarded the 
RFU as incompetent and run by 
establishment backwoodsmen. 

There was even a figure who 
could be regarded as the Cliff 
Brittle of his day, the Rev Frank 
Marshall, who took on the role 
of witchfinder-geceral, rooting 
out incipient professionalism. It 
was the intransigence of his fac- 


tion that led to 22 clubs setting 
up their own Northern Umon. 
Some of tbe consequences of 
that move should give the RFU 
pause for thought now. 

Rugby union in the north of 
England never recovered from 
the shock to its system, and 
assodation football, which had 
resolved the tensions between 
amateurism and professional- 
ism, stepped into the vacuum. 

The breakaway league 
became a largely setf-contained, 
exclusive body, because smaller 
■ clubs could not compete finan- 
rially with the bigger outfits 
which had taken the plunge. 


Over the next decade, the 
rules under which the Northern 
Union played adopted most of 
the distinguishing features of 
rugby league, starting with 
reducing teams to 13, abolish- 
ing line-outs and allowing open 
professionalism. 

The reason for the changes 
in the way the game was played 
was simple. The new game was 
dependent on attracting crowds 
in order to pay its way, and it 
had to be more attractive to 
watch if it was to survive. 

What rules, you have to 
wonder, wQl professional rugby 
union clubs eventually play 


under? If they are to generate 
the money they need, they will 
find, as another group of men 
who bridled under the RFU’s 
autocracy 101 years ago found, 
that it will have to be worth 
watching. 
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Nickle cleared for final 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


Sonny Nickle, the Bradford 
Bulls forward, has been cleared 
to face his old club. Si Helens, 
in the Challenge Cup final in 10 
days’ time. 

Nicfc/e has been ruled to have 
no case to answer after being 
placed on report following an in- 
cident in the Super League 
match between the two clubs on 
Sunday. That leaves Brian 
Smith, the Bulls' coach, able to 
field his first-choice second row 
combination at Wembley, with 
Jeremy Donougher expected 
lo recover from a neck injury in 
time to play. 

St Helens, on the other hand, 
have some worries in their back 


row. Vila Matautia, feces the dis- 
ciplinary committee tomorrow 
as a result of bis sending-off for 
the use of an elbow against 
Bradford. Dean Busby, the first- 
choice loose forward, was ruled 
out yesterday because he has not 
recovered from a knee injury 
quickly enough. 

The better news from Knows- 
lev Road is that Simon Booth, 
the second row, could be fit to 
resume in time for the finaL 

St Helens will also have Mike 
Gregory, the former Great 
Britain loose forward and cap- 
tain, on hand on the big day. 


Gregory was appointed as- 
siant coach to Shaun McRae 


sislant coach to Shaun McRae 
last month, but Salford were re- 
fusing to release him from his 
playing contract Now they have 
relented in time for Gregory to 


be involved behind the scenes 
in the Wembley preparations. 

“It’s a great time to arrive at 
tbe club and I have to thank 
John W ilkins on, the chairman at 
Salford, for releasing me from 
my contract’* Gregory said. 

Mike Ford, the former Great 
Britain scrum-half, will make his 
debut for Wakefield in the 
home match against Salford 
on Sunday after joining the 
club from Warrington. The 30- 
y ear-old former Wigan and 
Castleford player has agreed a 
two-year deal with the option of 
a further 12 months. 

\takefield have paid a small 
transfer fee for Ford, who 


Archer joins Newcastle 
as Hall keeps spending 


Ainslie collects bronze 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


joined Warrington last Sep 
tember after a spell with th< 


t ember after a spell with the 
South Queensland Crushers in 
Australia. 


The spending spree by Sir John 
Hal 1 on behalf of the rugby arm 
of Newcastle United Sporting 
Club continued yesterday when 
three players, headed by the 21- 
year-old England lock Garatb 
Archer, were added to Rob 
Andrew’s squad. 

Archer’s return to Newcastle 
from Bristol had been well 
trailed, and both chibs appear 
to be satisfied - Newcastle to 
have an outstanding young for- 
ward and Bristol to be rid of a 
profoundly unsettling influence 
on the rest of their players. 

He will be joined by the 
England A centre Andrew 


Blyth, one of an impending 
exodus of players from West 
Hartlepool, and Ross Nesdale, 
a hooker who was on the Auck- 
land bench when the Lions 
played there in 1993. Although 
Nesdale is a non-European 
national, his new dub say he will 
be eligible to play from the start 
of next season. 

The First Division to which 
Newcastle aspire will move 
nearer its denouement tonight 
when Leicester, two points be- 
hind Bath with a game in hand, 
play Sale at Wetford Road. If 
Sale sensed a better chance of 
an upset in. the absence of John 
r ile y and Rory Underwood the 
feeling evaporated when their 
own inspiration. Raul Turner, 
withdrew with a rib injury. 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


In Murcia, Spain, all the 
British contenders for the 


A bronze medal at the Laser 
World Championships in 
Simonstown, South Africa, was 
almost a disappointment for 
Ben Ainslie, Britain's repre- 
sentative at the Olympics. 

The 19-year old was unable 
to recover in the final two races 
yesterday from a disqualification 
on Monday for putting on a top 
which meant his weight was 
seven ounces over the limit 

The gold medal went to 
Robert Scheidt, of Brazil, and 
the silver to Karl Suneson, of 
Sweden. Another Briton, Ian 
Percy, was pleased to finish 
fifth, behind Stefan Waikala, of 
Germany. 


to go through in the European 

S 'lfiers for the women’s 
lehanded 470, the women's 


singlehanded Europe, and the 
men's singlehanded Finn. 

After six races Be than Rag- 
gatt and Sue Carr were 10th of 
17 with 16 to qualify, Shirley 
Robertson was ninth of 26 with 
19 to qualify, and Richard S ten- 
house was 14th of 24 with 18 to 
qualify. 

The Round the Isle of Wight 
Race, which is expected to at- 
tract a record entry of more 
than 1,500 yachts for its dia- 
mond jubilee on 29 June, is to 
be sponsored for the next three 
years by the Japanese-owned 
opthalmics company Hoya Lens 


UK, who will also back Eddie 
Warden Owen’s 1996 campaign 
on the Ultra 30 circuit. 

Britain's Sue Crafer is one of 
five women named as the initial 
core crew of Sweden’s all- 
women EF Education entry in 
the 1997 Whitbread Race. The 
training boat joins the other 
training yacht, the former Gali- 
cia Pescanova, in Falmouth at 
the end of this month. Two new 
yachts are scheduled to be built 


Crafer joins Whitbread vet- 
ans Mikaela von Knslnill nf 


erans Mikaela von Koskull of 
Finland, Leah Newbold of New 
Zealand, and Marleen Cleyn- 
dert of the Netherlands, all of 
whom crewed Heineken in the 
last WhilbTead. A Swedish ice- 
breaker was yesterday accom- 
panying the yacht out of 
Stockholm. 


At only 


1 W 


Typical Examples: 


LENDER 


A LOAN OF £4,000 


A LOAN OF £7,000 
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Contenders 
briefed on 
title play-off 

PM Shaw previews tonight's two games 
which affect the race for the Premiership 


Like the newly binned Man- 
chester United away strip, the 
destination of the Premiership 
trophy is a grey area again. The 
lop two are at home lo lowly op- 
position tonight, yet now face 
the added pressure of needing 
to pile on the goals. 

On the eve of United’s game 
against Leeds - in which Gary 
Fillister is set to make a long- 
awaited comeback - Alex Fer- 
guson played rV- • th ? idea that 
they might be forced to play off 
for the championship with New- 
castle, who face Southampton, 
nv “It won’t come to that," he said, 
“but we do know that goals are 
very important'’ 

Despite Ferguson’s confi- 
dence, FA Premier League of- 
ficials wait discuss the matter 
with the clubs tomorrow. The 
rules provide for a play-off if two 
dubs finish level on points, 
goal difference and goals 
scored. Newcastle are two goals 
behind the leaders but as thirty 
stand today, they would be lev- 
el on aD three counts if they won 
their game in hand 2-0. 

Agreeing a date for such a 
match could be awkward. Unit- 
ed meet Liverpool in the FA 
Cup final on 11 May, with the 
following Thursday set aside for 
a replay. Two days later, Eng- 
land play Hungary at Wembley, 
and within 40 hours Terry Ven- 
ables takes his squad on a Far 
Eastern tour to prepare for 
the European Championship 
finals. 

By tomorrow, of course, the 
situation may have altered rad- 
ically. United look to have the 
less arduous task. Southampton, 
striving for points to avoid rel- 
egation, tackle Newcastle 
buoyed by the 3-1 rout of Unit- 
ed. Leeds, already past the 40- 
point safety mark, have been 
playing as if mentally they are 
already on the beach. 

Ferguson put it succinctly: 
"Southampton are the one club 
we’re confident about in terms 
of trying their best It’s either 
that or go down." Perhaps 
mindful that one flash of inspi- 
ration from Matthew Le Ussier 
could break Newcastle - and 


that he thrives on appreciation 
- he added: “He was superb 
against us. He’s got tremendous 
talent and scoring ability.” 

On paper. United should 
have liule trouble heating 
Leeds, whose defensive prob- 
lems have deepened with each 
defeat. But it might bo a dif- 
ferent story if Howard Wilkin- 
son sets out to stop the home 
side playing. The Leeds man- 
ager paved the way for a night 
of massed defence by confirm- 
ing that Tomas Broiin, who re- 
portedly intends to exercise his 
“escape” clause in the summer, 
would not be considered. 

“I spoke to Tomas about his 
future and he told me he hadn't 
made his mind up yet,” Wilkin- 
son said. “I don’t think we can 
go to Old Trafford unless we 
have everyone 100 per cent 
committed. There will be 50,000 
people there and Manchester 
United will have the bit between 
their teeth.” 

Tony Yeboah, who injured a 
knee playing for Ghana a few 
days after the Coca-Cola Cup 
final, faces a fitness test. Mean- 
while, Pal lister will inform his 
manager as to whether his back 
has suffered any reaction to five 
days' intensive training. Fergu- 
son, asked whether Leeds’ pre- 
ponderance of six-footers made 
him keener to have the England 
defender back, said: “No. It’s 
because he’s the best centre-half 
in the country.” 

Before the weekend’s results 
threw the title race open again, 
Kevin Keegan welcomed the 
game's newest manager, John 
Aldridge, to “the Grey Hair 
Club”. Anything but three 
points tonight and Keegan 
might turn as white ns Man- 
chester United’s next away kit. 

Fausiino AspriOa (ankle) and 
Les Ferdinand (virus) should 
play as Newcastle seek to 
avenge their own defeat at The 
Dell, but John Beresford (ex- 
cessive lip to manager) may give 
way to Robbie Elliott. Whatever 
the personnel, both main chal- 
lengers are certain to be as up 
for this one as Eric Cantona’s 
collar. 



sport 

Sampras 
confirms 
return to 
Queen’s 


Photograph: Reuter 


Hands-on experience: The Finnish striker Jar! Litmanen hears words of wisdom from the Ajax coach, Louis van Gaal 

Republic call Ajax hope to turn the tables 

for Moore * ■ 

and Fleming 


Scotland wait for Ferguson 





The question of whether Dun- 
can Ferguson ■will be fit for the 
European Championship finals 
has nagged away almost as long 
as the injury which has re- 
stricted him to five caps. Today, 
Scotland expect their answer, 
writes Phil Shew. 

Ferguson will undergo spe- 
cialist examination on his per- 
sistent groin problem. Craig 
Brown, who named Everton’s 
high-rise striker yesterday in the 
Scotland squad to play Den- 
mark a week tonight, said the 
diagnosis would-be “critical" for 
his prospects. 

“We want to know if he 
needs an operation or just a rest 
cure," the Scotland manager 
said. “If it’s major surgery that 
would rule him out of the finals. 
If it's scar tissue, he might just 
have a chance.” 


Johnson is 
banned for 
three games 

BasketbaB 


Earvin “Magic” Johnson was 
suspended for three games and 
fined £6,600 by the National 
Basketball Association yester- 
day for h i im ping an official 
during the Los Angeles Lakers’ 
game with the Phoenix Suns on 
Sunday. 

Johnson said after the 
118-114 home victory over the 
Suns that the contact with the 
referee, Scott Foster, was acci- 
dental. But yesterday be ac- 
cepted his punishment 
“I accept the league's fine and 
suspension and I want all the 
fins, tite media and everyone as- 
sociated with the Lakers to 
know that my actions were un- 
professional and wrong,” a con- 
trite Johnson said. 

“I apologise to Scott Foster, 
to aD the NBA referees and to 
the league, and I hope they 
know, as I do, that the incident 
was accidental and that I respect 
their professionalism in what is 
a veiy difficult job" 

Johnson who recently criti- 
cised his team-mates for irre- 
v sponsible behaviour, missed last 
right’s game a t Dallas and wiD 

at out the games at San Anto- 

• mo cm Thursday and at home 
against Minnesota on Saturday. ; 
. He.wfll be-eligible to play again 
/ in the final g ame of the regular 
season, ai Portland on Sunday. 


A sizeable number of the 41 
players on senior and B in- 
ternational duty against the Eu- 
ropean champions will be 
fonvards, reflecting the fact that 
injuries have prevented Brown 
establishing a partnership. Scott 
Booth, first-choice during qual- 
ifying, is to continue his reha- 
bilitation in Tuesday’s B match. 

SCOTLAND SQUAD (v Denmark. Copen- 
hagen, 24 April): Boyd {CeRKJ. Burley 
(Chelsea), CaUenmad (Tottenham). CMto* 
(Cote), Faqgnon (Btnon), Galtactar (Brack - 
bum), Gemmffl (Nottm Forest), Coram 
(Rar^vs). Gum [Noreteh). Hanky BjcWaxrO. 
■l actam ! [HtbemianJ. Leighton (Hfljemian), 
McABeter deeds}, McCaO (Ranjps) McCotat 
iRanass), MefOmmto (Aberdeen). TMehto- 
lay uSiic). W McKWay CBtecHjurt), McLaren 
(taneas). McSteyfO^.SpeoearlOwlreB). 
SCOTLAND B SQUAD H Danmark. Nykobtatf 
Fataat 23 And): Boon (Atom***). Ammon 
(Haortaj, Durie (Rangarej. Ban (Aberdeen), 
Howto (Mwheiwefi). Jo** (Cowiritiy). tambart 
WMcmoQ. Mmtod IfcMnaO.llurttoMmh- 
enw-Q. Ateflfatoy (Bolton). McKinnon (Mocf)- 
erac*), McNamara (Getbc). Nnta (Ttanmm). 
O'Notf (Cefccl. Rbo fMHwal). nobrntaon 
(Hearts), Shorn* lAtaittan). WUfcar (PurtckJ. 
Watt (Aberdeen). Whyte (MwUtesbroutfi). 


Badminton 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Homing, Den- 
ravfc) Mon's Mutes, first round: M WW (Rep 


The uncapped Middlesbrough 
midfielder Alan Moore and 
the full-back Curtis Fleming 
have been drafted into the Re- 
public of Ireland squad for next 
week’s friendly match against 
the Czech Republic in Prague. 

They replace Norwich’s Kei- 
th O’Neill, who has a ligament 
injury, and the Chelsea full-back 
Terry Phelan, who has still not 
recovered from a thigh muscle 
injury picked up in the FA Cup 
semi-final against Manchester 
United. John Aldridge, the new 
Tramnere player-manager, has 
also withdrawn from the Re- 
public’s squad. 

“1 wasn’t going to start John 
in this match because I want to 
try a few new options,” Mick 
McCarthy, the Republic’s man- 
ager, said. “1 understand John’s 
position - he has a few big games 
left this season and Tranmere 
are still in the danger zone.” 

Northern Ireland’s manager, 
Bryan Hamilton, has called up 
the Walsall goalkeeper Trevor 
Wood for the friendly match 
with Sweden in Belfast next 
week after Nottingham For- 
est’s Alan Fettis pulled out 
with a thumb injury. 

Italy's coach, Arrigo Sacctu. 
has signed a new contract to take 
the national team to the 199S 
World Cup finals in France, as- 
suming they perform well under 
his guidance at this summer's 
European Championship. Sac- 
chi, previously coach of Milan, 
look over as national coach in 
1990 and led Italy to the final of 
the 1994 World Cup. 


Louis van Gaal the Ajax coach, 
is hoping the renowned passion 
of Greek supporters will work 
against Panathinaikos in 
today's European Cup semi-fi- 
nal second leg in Athens. 

The injury-hit holders, who wiD 
be without striker Patrick Khiiv- 
ert. have an uphill task after los- 
ing the fiist leg 1-0, and van Gaal 
thinks his team have only “a 30 
per Cent chance of getting 
through". But he added: “Greek 
fans consider Panathinaikos play- 
ers as heroes after their win in 

want them to reach the final at 
any cost and this will make them 
very nervous. Wt must lake ad- 
vantage of any mistakes.” ' 

Some 80,000 Cans are ex- 
pected at Athens’ Olympic sta- 
dium as Panathinaikos seek a 
place in the European Cup fi- 


nal for the first time in since 
I97L when they were beaten 2-0 
by Ajax at Wembley. 

Panathinaikos, bade on top of 
the Greek league after a 1-0 
Athens derby win over AEK, 
are confident but do not un- 
derestimate their task in earn- 
ing a tilt at either Nantes or 
Juventus. Their Argentinian 
coach, Juan Ramon Rocha, 
said: “I want all Greeks to help 
us. It will not be easy lo reach 
the final because Ajax will at- 
tack like hungry wolves from the 
first minute. 

“The first leg win gives us an 
advantage but anything can 
happen. I said before the first 
leg that Ajax is the best team in 
the world and we respect them. 
But the respect ends when the 
match starts.” 

Much' of Panathinaikos' 


hopes in front of goal will again 
depend on the mercurial Polish 
international striker Krzysztof 
Warzycha, who scored in Am- 
sterdam. his sixth goal in the Eu- 
ropean campaign. 

Nantes will be seeking inspi- 
ration from Bordeaux as they at- 
tempt to overcome a two-goal 
deficit against Juventus. Few 
gave Bordeaux much hope of 
beating Milan in the Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals after losing the 
Erst leg 2-0, but they produced 
a stunning 3-0 victory. 

French teams have thrown 
away their traditional complex 
agamst Italian sides this season, 
with Paris St-Germain beating 
Parma in the European Cup- 
winners’ Cup’ and Lyon re- 
moving Lazio from the Uefa 
Cup. 

Nantes, who have never 


reached a European final, know 
they have a tall order against Ju- 
venilis, even if the Italians did 
lose 3-0 at home to Sampdoria 
on Saturday. 

Juventus, European cham- 
pions in 1985 and losing final- 
ists in 1973 and 1983, have 
their French midfielder Didier 
Deschamps back from suspen- 
sion to play at Nantes’ Beaujoire 
stadium, where be started hK ca- 
reer in Nantes. 

Marcello Lippi the Juventus 
coach, sounded only mildly con- 
fident of the outcome. “I would 
rather be in our position than 
that of Ajax. But the tie is not 
over, especially as Nantes will 
have two important players back 
in NDoram and Makelele.” 

In fact, the Chad midfielder 
Japbet NDoram faces a fitness 
test 


Higuita drops himself for Colombia 


The flamboyant goalkeeper 
Rene Higuita has withdrawn 
himself from selection for 
Colombia following a series of 
disappointing displays. 

“Fm not well, I don’t feel 
right," Higuita said. "I’m still not 
up to the necessary level to as- 
sume the responsibili ty of play- 
ing on the national side.” 

The head of the Colombian 
football federation, Alvaro 
Fina. said he had accepted Hi- 
guita's decision with regret but 
without any doubt that (he 29- 
year-old was acting in what he 
believed to be the best interest 
of the team. 

“He told us very honestly that 


be was playing at a low level and 
didn’t feel as if he were in 
shape to be on the selection," 
Fina said. "We have to believe 
in Higuita 's sincerity and we 
have to keep moving forward." 

Higuita became known for 
his eccentric playing style, in- 
cluding his amazing “scorpion- 
kick” save against England at 
Wembley earlier this season. 

Fabio Capello. the Milan 
coach who is close to his his 
fourth Italian league title m five 
years, may leave the club at the 
end of the season 

According to published re- 
ports, Capello is close to join- 
ing Real Madrid. Italy’s largest 


sports daily Gazzetia ddlo Sport 
said that a three-year contract, 
giving Capello four billion lire 
(£1.7m) a year, would be signed 
early next week. 

Gazzetta quoted Real 
Madrid's president Lorenzo 
Sanz as saying “Capello will be 
the next coach of Real Madrid." 
Capello said recently he will de- 
cide his future on Monday. 

On Saturday Milan can clinch 
the title by winning at Tbrino as 
long as Juventus, who trail Mi- 
lan by nine points, fail to beat 
Internationale in Milan. 

Elections in Italy on Sunday 
will decide whether Silvio 
Berlusconi, the television 


mogul and Milan president has 
succeeded in his attempt to re- 
gain the premier office as 
leader of a centre-right coali- 
tion. 

A victory for Berlusconi 
would result in a renewal of the 
popular high-spending policy of 
the Milan club. This would also 
include a new. contract 1 for 
Capello. 

Capello, who took over at 
Milan from Arrigo Sacchi in 
1991, when the latter became 
national team coach, has been 
in conflict with the dub recently 
after he was offered a one-year 
extension of his contract pro- 
vided he won the title first. 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

Pete Sampras, newly restored as 
the world No 1 , confirmed yes- 
terday that he would defend the 
Stella Artois title at Queen's 
Club, London, from 10 to 16 
June, in preparation for his at- 
tempt to win a fourth consecu- 
tive Wimbledon championship. 

Sam pras is to be joined by five 
former winners of the $700,000 
(£470,000) Queen's tourna- 
ment : Boris Becker, Stefan Ed- 
berg, Michael Stich, Wayne 
Ferreira and Ibdd Martin. 

Edberg, a frequent visitor to 
the practice courts at Queen’s, 
which is within walking dis- 
tance of his Kensington home, 
will be making a farewell ap- 
pearance at the tournament as 
part of his retirement season. 

Thomas Muster will be mak- 
ing his debut The Austrian, who 
was supplanted as No' 1 by 
Sampras on Monday, rose to the 
top of the game without winning 
an AIT Tbur match on grass as 
a senior player, his solitary vic- 
tory on the surface having been 
in the Davis Cup in February. 

Goran Ivanisevic, twice a 
Wimbledon finalist will also 
feature in the Stella draw, along 
with two British direct entries, 
Greg Rusedski and Tim Hen- 
man. A wild card has been 
provided for Jeremy Bates to 
enable him to make a farewell 
appearance at the event 

The Direct Line Insurance 
international women's champ- 
ionship, at Eastbourne from 18 
to 22 June, has attracted five of 
the world's top 11 players, 
including Conchita Martinez, 
the 1994 Wimbledon champion, 
and Chanda Rubin, the runner- 
up at Devonshire Park last year. 

This year's event is to be pre- 
ceded by a legends tourna- 
ment featuring among others 
Ken Rosewall, Jbny Roche and 
Fred Stolle, to be played on 
Monday 17 June. 

■ Monica Seles, the Australian 
Open champion who has been 
out of the game for three 
months because of a shoulder 
injury, has entered a second-tier 
WTATour event in Madrid the 
week before the French Open, 
which starts on 27 May. 

■ Byron Black, the losing 
finalist in the Indian Open on 
Sunday, lost 6-3. 6-0 to Richey 
Reneberg in the first round of 
the Japan Open yesterday. 
Black, the No 9 seed, said he still 
was suffering from jet lag. 

Rain prevented any play on 
the outside courts, and only six 
matches were played under the 
retractable roof of the Ariake 
Colosseum. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


9,000 


The pounds sterling that will 
help easy the efisappointment | 
of first-round losers at the 
Embassy World Snooker I 
Championship at Sheffield, 
the winner will take home 
£200,000, white a maximum 
will pot £147,000. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


lewnbmme 0 WtvcMurn) 18-17; ErtHnaon 
Com (S Thomas! be HwJdareaaW (A MMnson) 
25-11. 


Antropov ttas) M E ThdOofc (Frt 15-615- US H 

Span® iNort t* H Mont** be Ltseng (St*) 15-7 

13-0; 0 Hal (End M p Jand (Fti) 15-12 15- 
a D Beta (Pol) Ot B noeMtart (Sed) 9-15 15- 
11 15-10; D POSM (SO) bt M Popov (BuO 15-7 

IB- 13; D EjIHskvi ISwMsT) tat 7 Veto* fi*i) 13- 

13 158 lS-0: M Buptt (Go) M P Knuitseh IM 

15-5 15-7. Women’s etagtae. row** 8 

BeenteHer Mum) fit M Kouteton fiz tad 11- 

2 11-2; K Mo«pin (Wat) M E Metan (Ice) 11- 

1 11 -L JBaumeya ttesraaROU) u*4 

11 - 0 . 


Basketball 

NBA: Mtam 110 Naa JOW 90; NmiVoritlZB 
Toronto 79; Seattle 112 Hotgtxi 1<» !£*»» 
90 CJwtoCK 57; Saoamerto 90 Demer 88; Port- 
land 121 San Amato 97. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLAHTIC WVIStON 

W 


’NfwItuK. 

Mttta 

WHMndna- 

ft mfon , 


_41 


-39 


New Jersey. 
MMekNA 


-29 


CENIHAL DIVISION 
ttMm* 


•Otv 


-44 


•Atlanta. 

CharMtft. 


-44 

.40 

-24 


Toronto. 


JO 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
WBDWEST DIVISION 
*San Antnato— — 57 

4won.. 


Denver-. 


rota. 


-26 


-24 


l m a 

22 .718 - 

33 .582 10*4 

38 519 35>4 

39 .500 17 
48 J92 25*4 
50 .387 27*1 
63 J03 40** 


9 JBB5 -- 
29 .633 IP* 
34 .664 • 35 
34 ,564 25 
34 .564 
38 i062S«i 

54 .308 4G 

50 -263-4M 


22 .722 - 

27 .658 9 

33 .582 11 
45 .430 23 

53 329 31 

54 JOS 32*4 
65 .187 43*fc 


WOFTCOWWON 
-Sw ft Ua , BT 1 . 


1A Lafcflc*. 


•PtaMfct. 


17 ,785 - 

50 28. .641 Ulfe 

43 38 544 19 
39 38 .500 22*5 

37 42 1468 25 


GaHaa State 35 44 .443 27 


Baring 

British middleweight champion, NevilTe 
Brawn, Is to get a revenge European ti- 
tle attempt at Item’s Agasano Cardamone 
this summer. Brawn, 30, has been nom- 
inatedty toe European Baaing Union to 
fight Canlamone for.tfie title necentty va- 
cated by feBow Mfcflander fflche Wood- 
haS who Is concentrating on hteWtorid 
Booting Council ode attempt aplnst 
Washington’s Keith Holmes in June. 

Cricket 

Craig White, the Engand Worid Cup aU- 
rounder, and Darren Gough, are both 
included In ’toftehrre’s side for the fast- 
ctass friendly against Lancashire at Old 
Traflbnl starting tomorrow. The match 
has been reduced from four days to 
thnsewtttitheoldrhratemeBBngonMQn- 
day under the new Benson and Hedges 
Cup regjtatwni. The sides also stage 
a 40-over game on Sunday when ftrk- 
shire plan to play their England under- 
19 seam bowler Matthew Haggard. 
Richard Johnson, who missed last win- 
ter's Tfest tour of South Afnca because 
of back problems, has been fined to 
pu&outofthBseeson's'fastserrausfix- 
turefcOa^ a shoiiderl^Liiy The Mid- 
dlesex paceman had been selected far 
The Rest to ptey against England A in 
. a tour-day match at Chelmsford . start- 
ingon Saturday. 

WEST WDfi-S SQUAD (Krtt Test r New 
Zaataml, Brt&totw, 8«b&tU», Friday): C 
A WMsh (C8PU, S L Campfcefl. R G Samuels. 
B Clara, P V Stmnou. S Cfctwtapoul. R l 
HdMm, 1 CMsw, COawme. IBehoa.CE 
Ambrose. R Dtann*, P I Thompson. 

South Africa crashed Pakistan by eight 
wickets in yestenfey's Sharjah Cup 
match to maintain, their unbeaten 
reconi in the tournament and ouaHy far 
the final. The South Africans shot out 
•l-bluBian.for.8 meagre 188 m just 45 


29 50 387 33- 


'barfr^OAftferMte tCon- 


UCSptws 
•zfctfBd 
IMK9 


Binds 

ENGLISH MWS MOOR CHAMPSQNSWS 

platan HtailutflkfeltaquKrteNlMb; fc>> 

SWA (A Miyetti bt Bodnm (5 late) 2i;20 ftrf- 

ter om anO: vwwetaips (S S&cey) « 

v (0 Kotust) 09-12: UUxomS u 


~ 16.5 oven; to spare to daim their third 
victory. 

SHARJAH CUP TOUWMMENT (Shariah, 
uaefc PaUson ISfr, Souh Ataca 139 tor 2 
' lAHudson 94no}. SartU Africa bt Mdstaa 
Of 8 wfcfceta. 

P W L Pts Ran 

South Africa 3 3 0 & +2 IB 

JffiSa 3 12-2 - 0.60 

Pakistan 4 13 2 -US 



Equestrianism 

Wetton Romance, wmo was Lucy^ Thomp- 
son's winning mount at last year's Eu- 
ropean Open Championships, has been 
withdrawn from next nosh's Badminton 
Mitsubishi Three-Day Event because of 
a minor The «^uryshoutd not pre- 
vent Thompson from ridlngfbrthe InsM 
Olympic team in Atlanta. 

Football 

Engand Under-IB's aa to \bovi on Tues- 
day to play Scotland in the second leg 
of the European Youth Tournament in- 
termediary round. Engand won the first 
leg 3^0. The winner of this Be wll qual- 
ify with s« other mtermerSery jyoup win- 
ners for the final stages to be hosted 
by France from 21 to 31 July England, 
whose squad includes flue graduates of 
the FA National School, beat Latvia 2-0 
end Sweden 6-2 In earlier rounds. 

ENGLAND UNDER- 18 SQUAD (Empwui 
Tooth Tournament v S cotland , Yaw*, Ttaoa- 
dHy23Aprt):mi^(lpsto^U*as(Piij»y, 
Curtia(F&»iUKq,FanAm)(WB9 Ham). Wat- 
work (Man Utffl. Jadtsoo (toads), Cnww (Ar- 
senai). OflMay (Southampton), SfMptanf 
(Leeds). IBompson UNenuoo. Bunt deeds), 
Cta no B o o /Tottenham). Barrett (Nmcastfe), 
Ha ri tay (Laiccstert. Branch (Ewsion). Dacro 
(Coventry). 

SCOTLAND; Anthony iCSktc), Archer (NoJtng- 

ham Forest), Brabner (Man UU), cmg |Ati- 
adeenj, ftrpson (Ranpzs), Gray (LnetfeJ. Mlf 
(CCBc), McCkotair (9 Wvtsun), HtfoadoNa 
(Ceftfcj. McCtaoch {MzttwraeQ, McKbim 
han). McShBM (Rangera). Naynith (Heats). 
Modi(SiMiDEfi).ScitaNixr(SlMlnai).1haov 
*on (Crystal Palace). 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS; FA Caring Pre- 
mWnUp: Arsenal 0 Tottenham 0. An GMffid 
TfcsZknoak* MothenroO 1 W phw 2. Ids 
taaglw P w m i o r PMsiaa; Gra)q 1 CaBhtflcn 
MhMuO.FtatDfadsion:Bo0wR«s$3Bar- 
ton Rouen 0- Sacond DMNon: CKndon 5 Were 
2. UnBond Lsa0K Prcahar DtvtaKvc Oior- 
lay 3 MaUock 2; Guteefcy 1 Eirtey J,- Hytfa 1 

vwocn a Rrel OMtaa; Muon Utd 1 RKtWtis 

Bosu^t 1; Great tavrood 1 LYoftangmr 0: Fas- 
iey Ceta 2 HarnaDta Toan 2. Seazer Kooms 
L aa^PwntarDmnoiEWncesierOEtoich- 
eaer 3. Great m* L*a*» Ptaadar DMatae 
BacAneii Biisad uanw ftim a UngntSns- 
aroc Coarty Laa£» Hret OMN«n: Shoreham 
lfiuressHfla North West CotMtastMiM 
nmorisiotnCWatK iMaste/a PoMins 

Le^pin Rtst DWtttt Bmreum Oty I &ran 
3; Battoum 0 NewcastM L Secand DMtJon: 
AstonVta3Udiae3i]ns«i3:Baiinsioy5B>ad- 
(om Cay 1; Lateesttr 1 HuoaesSeu Z DsM 
Mristore CartsJe 1 Chesterfield 0; Ftochoafel 
Qteaer 1. ASM Msumwa Combination Hrw 
OWaoo: Brtsoi Cay l Luton 0: Bristol Ram 
2 Tottenham l; ipsseeh 1 Chariton 1: Ubwi 
1 ai^iton l; Krantvtn 1 0; Wet Ham 

V Queen's Rant Ranps.3. S««ond OhUon; 
(5trtamvn 1 Baft Cava fiAYoothCwStov- 
IfaM second tap OystM Palace 3 Lwtpooi 3 


(alter ettra droa; LMrpoof rii’SM _ 
gma). Uadar-lB hiw n ta i on at Wtetes 0 Noun 
an bezand 2 (at the Racecourse Ground, 
whnhani. 

Golf 

Nick FakJo’s stunning Masters victory 
CftEd him to fifth place in the Sony worid 
rankings, just two weeks after slipping 
out of die top 10 lor the first time in 
years. 

:lGNMmaniAus! 


13J90PB mg 2 C Montaomona (Seat 1027: 3 
N Pnce On) 933 : 4 £ t > :SM 9^5; G N Faldo 

(Eng) OOCh 6 C P**r> [(IS) 08& 7 5 Lan^r (Gen 

aS; 8 F Couples (US) a.4S; B M Obsb ItepaD 

7J3: 10 5 Eftmgm iAuv 094; 11 T Lehman (US) 

BjS9; 12 P McMsoo (US) 6U2: 13 V Sntfi (F^.1 

588:14SHodi(USl 5.A9: 15 S Torrance (Sco) 

5.05: 18 L Janaan (US) 4 .SB: 17 L RnOem (US) 

IS M McCunba 0® 4J6; 19 0 lone (US) 

451; 20 M OUears (US 4.80. 

Hockey 

Pauline Robertson, the 27-year-old 
midfielder who captains Scotland has 
been elected captain of the Atlanta 

Otymplcs British team who uti ptey sev- 
en matches agrinst the United States 
and Spain, the Olympic champions, at 
their training camp in Atlanta from 14 
April to 3 May. 

AFRICAN NATIONS CUP TOOftNAHENTJPnaD- 
ittfcSoutti Africa 6 NamtoeQ; Kenya -EgftXZ 

Rugby Union 

8UPSt'12pme(oaign,NBw2UWd):Waka- 
to CNeb 22 Otasi Hgrrendas 5. 

■feonis 

SPANISH OPEN (Barcafans) Hoi's alndea, 
■MataraintaPHtahatttatOttAMalritSti) 

2- fi S-2 8-1; M Lasson (Svc) bt F Santoro (ft) 
7-6 6-K F DewDf (Bel) K D RiU (Cr too) W 
6-2; A Berasatefflji (Spj M P Bajr (Cart 6-1 

lT A Ccriaja i£pi or G Sotaa (FrJ 6-7 8-3 6-4; 
H J Pawls OtaW bt A Gtodend m 7-5 J 
Novak (Cz Rep) K H Gorojr (AiJ) 6-4 8-3. TWrd 
round; J Surflo (Sp) M Y NafeWw (Rus) 3-6 6- 
1 7-& C Moya (Sp) bt M Rossai CSwHJ 6-1 8-«. 

JAPAN (Tokyo) Moo’s tet roust 

T Suzuki tfepam )* N Kjm (Sue) 6-3 6-1; S Ma- 
su»a uwani m C Caratn IW 6-1 7-G: R 
Reneberg (US) 01 B BbC*i On) 6-3 Wfc D PJ- 
nosd (Cert M SSraBe (fiuH 6^1 6-4. Wampn"s 
sindlM, (hst tomb A Surname Lteoan) M T Mn 
IHIQ &-1 84; K DMf OaPW W R H»«tt Uopm) 

6- 3 6-1 

BStUUDA OPEN (Facet, Betmudn) Mon's bIb- 
tfos. first round: M Wbstweton 
(US) B-3 84; J A»fl OwriJ M A Reefwl (USj 2- 
8 7-5 6-4; 0 Oer [pen tH (4) M Joyce (US) 6-4 

7- 6; N UMitn (fait m k Nouacek ICZ tap) 7- 
5 3-6 6-4; M Rtopmi (Unn K G EtW (Arg) 6-3 

3- 6 6-3; A 15b iausi bt J SmiteraerB Ifcm M 
6-2: 8 Staton IUS) X 0 Gross (Gen SI 6-2: J 
Frana (Arg) « M Ctarpenner tAfE) &-3 B-2. Ooto- 
falos, first wad: M PemferataUM WtemtafSwJ 
W RBegn (&•*! ano S Cannon lUS) 7-S 7-8. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unless stand 

EUROPEAN CUP 
SEMMWALS SECOND L£S 
Nantes (0) vJavantiir (2) 


vGusdey-Fk 

FardeyCeWc 


DMsJon: FrtcMey 


vAdKtton LR 


(1) V A)ax (0) (630) 

No tt l n g> niro Arrest » Coventry (7.45). 

SbaflMdWadvChNtaa (7-45) 

ENDSLEISH LEAGUE FK8TDM8KM 

njsi 


Cor- 
by v Badworth (7.451 Southeni DMNon: Orv 
aarorriv Faieftani (7.451. Or Dtartona Cop Ihral 
flrat lejC Baktock i Nuraaion. 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE Premier DMstaK 
Frame v Tauraw (7/35). 

NORIHERH COUNTIES EAST LMBM Premier 
DMstaE AshfieM United v Befear Town; Oen»- 
by IMHd v Btasshaivm Wettaro. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First DM- 


(7-«5>- 


Trenmare vi 
SECOW) DIVISION 

Shrewsbury v Wrexham 

Swindon v Burnley (7/45) 

ICBl£AGWnremtaDMslon:HanavvHB>i- 

danjMctesBfvL^isbdm.FM 

don Town v Toonne S Mtcham (7.45). Third 

DMNo« Avetey vTrmg (7.45): Nortfwoxl v 
Harelield. 


FEDBMDDN BREWER7 N0RIH8M LEAGIK 
FMDMNereOochvDumancEpplHonvOon- 
settFerohlvRIlriNmcasaeiWMMnmvBBrK- 

ham Syntnoma. 

PRESS A JOURNAL tKHLANO LEAGUE Ctah- 
nacuUn v Lossemouth; Deueronvale v Buckie 
Thuds; Rasartuftiv Naim Ctxny; Kafftv ROMs. 

Cricket 

RUST-CLASS MATCHES (first day of three): 
CamtMtp! Unneray v Gfamorgien (at Fenrmt^i; 
Oxford Unweutiy v Durham (M im tarts), 
OIHBt MATCH (DM day of four): Hampstwe 
Seconds v Enpfflid Under- 19 rarSouharrexort). 


Rugby Union 

COURAGE CUBS’ CHANHONSHP National 
League Owe Leicester v Sale r?.l5). 

CLUB MATCH: Preaton (tasshoppers v Wi^n 
(6-30), 

MfiUJS CORRON SHIELD: Arrny V RAF (3.0) 

fat TtaManham). 

Basketball 

BUOWBSER CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY-OFFS 

Quarter-fools (second log of three): 

Sheffield Sha *a (1) v Worowig Beers 10) 

(7 JO): London Leopards (l)v Manchester Gl- 

ams to) iao). 

Speedway 

7 Jo unless stared 

PREMER LEAGUE: Hull v Wolverhampton; 

Long Eaon v Cracsey Heath £ Stoke; Poole 

v Coventry. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: EngEsh Men's Indoor Chamnanstajs 
(Melton Mowbray). 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


EBdsfafeb Loago* First MvWoa 


1 Grimsby v Shaft Utd 




4MIIW»I vOWham- 

1. 



7 Portsmouth v Barnsley — 

JL 


X 

10 WoMtftwnpton v CiystaJ Patera .2 

Ate pteyfag (net « coopoof): Darby v Bhm- 
mgtam. 

Ptaylng Sunday. Sunderiarrt v Stohe Qty. 

Second Dfvtsion 



13 Bradford v Chesterfield 




15 Bristol Citvv Oxford utir. 

.1 




18 Petertxnugiv Bristol Rovers „ 

2 

lBShrawatMyvBrerttord.M. 

2 

20 Stockport vVbrh_.._ 


2 iwiwroamv»»i) 


22 Wycombe v Swansea , 

.1 


Third DMskto 

23Cartfifiv Plymouth .2 

24 Darlington v Bury ... 1 

as Doncaster v Barnet - 2 

28 Ererarv Colchester — X 

27 Futiam v Wigan 2 

28 Harttapool v Lincoln - — 1 

29 Leyton Orient v Preston -..2 

30 Marefe*) v Hetetad X 

31 Northampton v Gdmghain .—2 

32 Rochdale v Scunthorpe 1 

33 Scarborough v Cambridge Utd —1 

34 Torquay v Chester— - —.2 

Gtt VaaxbaR Conference 

35 Altrincham v Hedneslbtti — — -2 

36 Dag & tad v Runcorn -1 

37 Fsmborough v Telford 1 

38 Stough v Morecambe JC 

BoH** Scottish League 
Premier Dtvfsloa 

39 Aberdeen v Hearts 1 

40 Celtic v Fatioifc - 1 

41 Hfeemtan v Rath 1 

42 KGrtamoA v Panick -...-1 

43 MotherweB v Rangers -2 


first DMshn 

44Dunfl»vpy0etianii 1 

45 Dunfermline v Dumbarton 1 

48 Morion v St Johnstone _J£ 

47 HornKton v Dundee Utd - ...A 

48 St Mirren v Airdrie. 1 

Secofid DhrMoa 

49 Berwick v Stranraer.....,™ _..l 

50 ClydB v Ayr. 1 

51 East Fife v forty .... „x 

62 Montrose v Stirfing ...» 2 

53 Stonhausemur v Queen of South _.l 

Third Division 

54 Aha v Bredwi j 

5SAitiroahv Ross County X 

56 Cfliedonai Tv Albion % 

57 East Stnirig v Cowdenbeath i 

58 Queen'i Pah. « Umgston 

Four draws: Grimsby v Sheffield umted, 
Southend Untted v Ipewich Tom Exetef &jy 
v Colchester United, Mononv St Johnstone. 
Five sways: CnamonAthleUx Crystal Palace, 
Hednesfom. Rangera. Dundee united. 

Ten tames; Leicester City. Mllwsfl. Ron Vale, 
Badfcrd CUy, Oewe Alecridta, Wycwrte Wav 
derets. Dateiflnn. Criuc. DurfenriTie Aineuc, 
East Fite. 
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MIDDLEOFRUGBY 

amateurs running a 




Home rivals unite in move to isolate England 




Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


England’s apparently inexorable 
progress out of the Five Nations' 
Championship was sharply ac- 
celerated yesterday when the 
Five Nations’ committee - of 
which the English are in in- 
creasingly uneasy membership - 
announced it would consider 
changing the format of the cham- 
pionship. Without England. 

This is the combined Welsh, 
Scottish and Irish riposte to the 


Rugby Football Union's uni- 
lateral decision to seek its own 
television deal when the current 
£27 m Five Nations contract 
with the BBC runs out next 
March. The others turned down 
the RFU flat when it sought to 
change the present four-way 
even split to a 60 per cent 
share of the new contract be- 
cause it had “more mouths to 
feed”. Broadcasters are set to 
pay at least jElSQm this time. 

If this continues, England will 
soon be seeking annual fix- 
tures with South Africa and 


. The ramifications could 
so affect the British Isles 
touring team, the one other in- 
stitution that is governed by the 
home unions in combination. A 
severance of relations with Eng- 
land would make next year’s 
tour to South Africa either im- 
plausible or impossible. 

The non- English tirrin m 

- France has always made its own 
arrangements with French TV - 
reached their potentially mo- 
mentous decision at last Sunday’s 
meeting in Dublin but chose to 
delay saying so for 48 horns. 


Shearer injury 
gives Fowler 
Euro 96 hope 


GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 

The threat of injury is as much 
a part of football as the balL It 
strikes without regard for abil- 
ity or form, but, though it is the 
scourge of the game, it can bring 
benefits as well as losses. 

These are rarely obvious at the 
Lime but as Terry Venables yes- 
terday announced that Alan 
Shearer, his leading striker, was 
the latest England player to be 
struck down, there was a glim- 
mer of hope. Shearer will not be 
available for England’s Wemb- 
ley friendly with Croatia on 
Wednesday, the squad for which 
Venables announced yesterday, 
but he may be a better player for 
that in Euro 96. If he plays. 

Every time England go into a 
s umm er tournament, and fail, 
the complaint goes up that there 
is too much football. It is true 
but, since the chairman are in- 
capable of looking beyond self- 
interest, it falls to nature to 
intervene. Many injuries are 
caused by too much football, ei- 
ther directly, as in wear-and-tear 
injuries like cartilages, or indi- 
rectly, through having inade- 
quate time to recover between 
games. Hie silver lining is that 
injuries force rest that ultimately 
benefits the player and his team. 

Shearer has been suffering 
from a groin injury for some 
weeks but, with Blackburn chas- 
ing a European place, has con- 
tinued playing. He has finally 
admitted defeat and undergoes 
an operation tomorrow. 

"It is disappointing to miss 
the end of the season but, by do- 
ing what I’m doing now, my spe- 
cialist is confident I will be fit 
for Euro 96,” he said. At which 
point Venables added "and 


maybe the tour” in reference to 
England’s trip to China and 
Hong Kong in late May. 

“It’s been getting worse for 
the last three matches,” Ven- 
ables said. “He wants to get 30 


the op on Thursday and should 
be back in three to four weeks.” 

That Shearer is playing 
tonight suggests the injury is not 
that serious.' He should, there- 
fore, be fit by June and he will 
also feel rested and refreshed. 

That certainly applies to Ja- 
son WOcox who was one of 
three players enjoying the plus 
side of injury yesterday. Wilcox, 
Stan Collymore and Sol Camp- 
bell have been given the chance, 
through others' misfortune, to 
revive fledging international 
careers winch had themselves 
been interrupted by injury. 

Wilcox is the latest contender 
to fill the void left by Darren An- 
derton, another injuiy victim. An- 
derton, who made a significant 
step in his return from inji 
when he came on for Tone 
oq Monday, was injured in (tie 
autumn. Wilcox has been miss- 
ing since last March but may be 
returning just in time. 

His importance to Black- 
burn was best illustrated by 
their lack of balance without 
him. It is his first appearance in 
a full squad but he played well 
for the B team last season. 

Collymore played twice with- 
out distinction during last sum- 
mer’s Umbro Cup then lost his 
place with both England and 
Liverpool after suffering an 
ankle injury in August He has 
since struck up an excellent part- 
nership with Robbie Fowler. 
The temptation to play both 
next week must be strong but 
Fowler is the more likely starter. 


Campbell was in the squad 
for the abandoned match in 
Dublin 14 months ago, before 
dropping out with injury. He 
took time to rediscover his 
form at Tottenham but is now 
1. A versatile player 


; has made a timely return to 
berth. At pre- 
sent, Tony Adams, Gary Piallis- 


the centre-half 


iowey an 

Southgate are all injured. 

All hope to be fit for Euro 96 
- though Adams broke down in 
training yesterday - bat first 
Campbell or Ugo Ehiogu. have 
, the chance to stake a c laim. 
They should certainly get the 
opportunity to show their met- 
tle. Croatia can choose from 
Davor Suker, Zvonimir Boban, 
Alen Boksic and Robert Prosi- 
neckL Against such opposition 
Mark Wright’s experience is 
likely to be used. “I expect 
them to be one of the favourites 
in the summer. They were the 
better side in two games against 
Italy,” Venables said. 

There is every indication that 
Croatia, unlike some of 
land’s recent viators, will be 
mg the game seriously. Whether 
the attendance will reflect this 
is yet to be seen. Though ad- 
mission prices are expected to 
be reviewed for the IVfay fixture 
against Hungary they remain 
high for this game. Wembley is 
thus expected to be half-emp- 
ty - or, as an FA spokesman 
might say, “half-full”. 

warm SQUAD (vCrooliB.WanUiy, a* Apt* 
Soman (Arsenal). Horn (Btoctturi). Woft- 
ar (Tomtani); QWwaa (Man Uid), Jama (U* 
wpooO. Caalwl (ftmenham). WMd*<Uon»4. 
EHO0I (Anon Vito). Agon (Nattm Forest). P 
NnBe (Man UMJ. loo (Nowastle). him (to- 
w na nawte). Omc ol gi o (Rangam). PtnH: (Awe- 
nal), Who (Ctefes). n atf aiap p ttJwrpocJ), 
MOCK (Bacttun), atom (Noam Forest), sto- 
ck* (QPR). Cotynxm (LnetpooQ. Stahapma 
(Tottrrtiam). FOnlor (LNwpooO, Brenhjp (Mkt- 
dVBDrourfi). Fanftwnd (Ttowcasae). Boonbfav 
(Newcastle). MeMamman (LMSpoaQ. 

Premiership race, page 29 
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ACROSS 

I Strongholds in favour of 
tocksTClO) 

6 CSiy’s home fixture (4) 

JO Butterfly making mark on 
paper (5) 

II Organ many upset as mem- 
ber of guilcC? (9) 

12 Short tenor at party? Full 
stop! (3) 

13 Rawboned type has some 

14 ?beywouId bewefl-in- 
formed, knowing races can 
be fixed (9) 

15 Pompous riparian i had to 
fall to do a turn (4 £4,4) 


18 Pluto ali gnm ent bring? con- 
fusion (14) 

22 Kind of rofi, (A-E, etc)? (9) 

24 Lighter tumble (5) 

25 Popular name for a pub (3) 

26 Watches traditionally show 
paiaM things (9) 

27 Extremely wide, possibly 

28 This bird dead, with noth- 
■ ing to follow? You can say 

that again! (4) 

29 End uring vanety of prerti- 
ness(10) 

DOWN 

1 Craft gift? (8) 


Football frenzy in the coun- 

“y(7> .. f 

Strange, contrary idea, of 
being fighting-fit (5,3,6) 
Living in the sea makes old 
sailor weaken (9) 

Naughty kids run from 
wriggly young things (5) 
High tar alarm? I’d reform! 

Upright individual in High 
Street? (6) 

Unfit condition? Massages 
lessen rash best (14) 

16 Adler and Jung, for exam- 
ple, reported as record- 
keepers (9) 

17 Breaking law in opening 
stout? (8) 

19 Country with diamonds to 
unload?! 

20 Letter to 
set to be sorted 

21 Gold watch, perhaps, for 
retired draughtsman 16) 

23 Get up and get going! (5) 


Ibnsdqy't SohtUos 



Win an exclusive 44-piece Carlton Cutlery Canteen. A contemporary 
styling in 18/lt) stainless steel with a 50 year guarantee. 


CALL 0891 311 017 


_ awaieis to the first threechies across AND (be first time dues do*n phone 0S91 311 017 and 

address tdcphfflic ounthcr by tnidaiflhx tofltgfaL Cdls cost 39p per 

m ^ C '^^b^Sa^e^ r ^^^ : ^^^^^ aCI1 ^ n:0Ci ^^ C ^^ tCI7U ^' N0I ^ NeW ^ pCrPulV 

IT* PH tor’s . . 


There is another meeting, also in 
Dublin, on 27 April when an- 
other attempt at an unKkety set- 
tlement wfll be made. 

The RFUs status as a sub- 
sidiary host union for the 1999 
World Cup was excluded from 
yesterday’s statement. “This 
break by England was consid- 
ered wholly unacceptable by the 
FNC who insist that che con- 
duct and sale of rights, includ- 
ing broadcasting nghts, are to 
be retained by the committee," 
it said. 

“The other member, unions 


of the committee will now be re- 
quested to consider the future 
format- of the. Five Nations' 

f Tiamp in nsTtip and additional- 
ly the question of relationships 
at all international representa- 
tive levels. The breakaway by 
England from the existing 
arrangements could have im- 
plications for British Lions 
tours. The other unions of the 
Five Nations’ committee will 
now be obliged to reappraise the 
positions generally.” 

Yesterday the RFU, having 
on Monday refused to recognise 


its Five Nations position was un- 
der any threat, remained dis- 
believing that it had come to 
this. The RFU secretary, Tow 
Hallett, launched a defence of 
the union’s position based on 

the financial realities created by 



mans 

unions would also be better on 
as a result of England's opt-out. 

“In the new, increasingly 
commercial world created by 
the International Board, the 
RFU believes it has a respon- 
hnriies 


and dubs in membership for 
maximising its own .TV rev- 
enue,” he said “Wfe believe that 
all unions will be able to bene- 
fit from our decision and that 
the Five Nations will remain in- 
violate.” , 

This piece of wishful think- 
ing makes Hallett sound as if he 

had never heard of the Five Na- 
tions’ indignation. In any case 
the RFU is divided on this, as 

it is on how to deal with its otto 
recalcitrant senior dubs. The 
union’s TV stance, adopted at 
last Friday's meeting of the fuD 


committee; is understood to 
have been opposed by no less 
than CHff Brittle, chairman of 
its executive. . 



in a position to go it alone too 
but have, with undisguised 
piety, resolved to stick with tbe 
less-blessed Scots and Mi- 
Yesterday the Scottish Rugby 
Union, on the occasion of the 
250 th anniv ersary of the battle 
of C iilladen, pleaded for a 
change of heart. Another Eng- 
lish victory like that one would 
not do at alL 







Francis puts Anderton in frame 


:«5* 


Darren Anderton was not se- 
lected for England’s game next 
week with Croatia, but his Tot- 
tenham manager, Gerry Fran- 
ce, has told Terry Venables; “He 
could still be your man for 
Euro 96.” 

Francis plunged substitute 
Anderton into the last 12 min- 
utes of a typically frenetic North 
London derby against Arsenal 
at Highbury on Monday night 
- his first senior appearance 
since September following two 
serious groin operations - and 
said; “Now I want him to play 
in all our last three Premier 
League games against Chelsea, 
Leeds and Newcastle. 

“It is a tremendous thing for 
him, and 1 think tremendous for 
England as well, that he’s had 
this 12 or 13 minutes and come 
through it Darren has been 
through a very bad time, a very 
frustrating time, but he’s back 
and that is great news. I spoke 
to Tfeny Venables about him af- 
ter the Arsenal game and told 
him my plans now for Darren. 

“Terry can’t pick him for the 
squad against Croatia but Dar- 


ren will have a full game in the 
reserves on Thursday and, 
hopefully, another 90 minutes 
in a testimonial match at West 
Ham on Saturday. 

“Then I’ll be looking to play 
him in the three League games 
and Terry will have the oppor- 
tunity to assess him for the Eu- 
ropean Championships. 

“He doesn't have to name his 
squad until the end of May and 
so there is time still for Darren 
to get his match-fitness com- 
pletely right- Obviously it is up 
to Terry after that, but he knows 
Darren as well as I do and he's 
a player who can do things that 
other players cannot do. 

Francis decided to take his 
gamble on Anderton after 
Dean Austin and Andy Sin ton 
were forced out of the squad for 
the Arsenal game by injuries. 

Anderton said: “Until yes- 
terday morning I thought I was 
going to play in another reserve 
game, but then Gerry told me 
I was on the bench instead for 
the first team and it was great 
to be back - and to get on. 

“Twelve minutes isn’t very 


much but I felt OKand if things 
go well next week then hopefully 
Fm all right for the games 
against Chelsea, Leeds and 
Newcastle. I haven't even dared 
think about the England thing 
yet, but if it comes along then I 
obviously wouldn’t say no.” 

Venables was among a 
38,000-plus Highbury crowd to 
watch a passionate but goalless 
draw which left Arsenal still in 
pole position for a Uefa Cup 
place next season - two points 
ahead of sixth-placed Spurs, 
with three game apiece to play. 

But the Gunners, who now 
face a trip to Blackburn 3 week 
on Saturday followed by home 
games with Liverpool and 
Bolton, could yet rue their fail- - 
ore to take first-half chances and 
go clear of the pack. 

Blackburn, boosted by recent 
victories over Newcastle and 
Nottingham Forest, are still 
strongly in the hunt They will 
be also be just a point behind 
Arsenal if they beat Wimbledon 
at Ewood Park tomorrow. 

Bruce Rioch, the Arsenal 
manager, saw Paul Merson 


twice blaze over the bar when 
superbly set up by first Dennis 
Bergkamp and later Ray Par- 
lour. Rioch, who then watched 
Nigel Winterburn miss from 
eight yards, said: “We had the 
momentum at that stage and 
should have converted at least 
one of our opportunities. 

“But I don’t consider it two 
points dropped. Spurs bad a 
good chance themselves 
through Chris Armstrong in 
the second half and it was re- 
markable really that there were 
no goals to show at the end.” 


In a match of thundering 
commitment but variable qual- 
ity, honours were deservedly 
shared - allowing Francis , to 
maintain his five-year unbeaten 
record, as manager of both QPR 
and Spurs, against Arsenal. . 

He admitted: “It was not 
quite the result we wanted arid 
it will be very difficult for. us to . 
get into Europe. But two points 
is nothing even with three games 
to play and I believe it will still 
go right to the wire for a Uefa . 
Cup place. We have three hard 
games left but so do ArsenaL" 


j 


Wednesday want offers 
for cut-price Waddle 


Chris Whddle, who will be a free 
agent at the end of the season, 
has refused a one-year deal aL 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

The 35-year-old former New- 
castle, Tottenham and Mar- 
seille winger, wfll be available 
for £250,000. He said Wednes- 
day’s manager, David Pleat, 
had made it dear that he was 
“no longer regarded as a regu- 
lar in the team.” 

“I want to be either playing 
regularly or doing a job as a 
player-couch or as a player-man- 
ager, so we agreed it would be 
best if I was made available.” 

Waddle has been on the 
bench for the last three 
Wednesday matches but his 
last start was at Aston Villa on 
6 March. 

Waddle’s former Tottenham 
cohort, Glenn Hoddle, will also 
need a new contract at the end 
of next month. The Chelsea 
manager meets his club chair- 
man, Ken Bates, and his board- 
room colleagues tomorrow 
after Chelsea's Premiership trip 
to Sheffield Wednesday. 

“It's not about my contract 
but about how the dub is going 


to be run. Hopefully it’s going 
to be positive," Hoddle said. “1 
need to know exactly what’s go- 
ing on and it has taken a hell of 
a long time to get this meeting 
to fruition." 

Chelsea players have en- 
couraged Hoddle to stay and 
finish the job at Stamford 
Bridge where Bates took the 
holding company, Chelsea Vil- 
lage, on to the Alternative In- 
vestment Market recently. 

“Supporters keep saying to 

contract?’. But th^§tmm> 
derstand the issues which have 
got to be sorted out from the top 
level. We need some direction. 

“At the moment Fd be a fool 
to put pen to paper and commit 
other people’s livelihoods as 
welL I sawwhat happened at Tot- 
tenham when they first went 
public and it was frightening. 1 
don’t think it's all rosy and there 
are a lot of things that need to 
be talked about and sorted out” 

Mill wall’s manager, J immy 
NichoIL could return to first- 
tram football at the age of 39. 
NicboU, who last played in the 
English league 10 years ago, is 


contemplating playing Mflhvall's 
critical relegation game at home 
against Oldham on Saturday. 

The former Northern Ireland 
full-back played for his former 
dub, Railh Rovers, this season 
but his last English League 
game was for West Bromwich 
Albion m a 5-0 defeat at Tot- 
tenham on 8 March 1986. 

The new MfllwaD manager, 
who played a full reserve match 
against Brighton on Monday, 
has four defenders suspended 
and Damien Webber is also in- 
jured. 

The Football Association has 
commended police and stew- 
ards at Highbury for their swift 
action in quelling ugly scenes in 
Arsenal’s Clock End stand af- 
ter Monday's north London 
derby against Tottenham. 

Thirteen arrests were made 
after rival fans hurled missiles, 
including bottles and broken 
seats, but the FA will not be tak- 
ing any action. 

■Dumbarton, doomed to rel- 
egation to the Scottish Second 
Division, arc up for sale. The 
move follows the re sig nation 
yesterday of three directors. 
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Just announced. 

Sun’s new ‘Enterprise’ range of servers. 

Desktop to mainframe-class scalability. 
With reliability, network performance, 
storage capability and sheer speed that 
will blow your mind. 

Cali for our 1-page executive summary. 
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Authorised Reseller 


Morse Computers 0183. 832 8688' 










